
2011 Travelin' Diver's Chapbook
 

----- Overall Comments -----
Purchased accommodation/dive package. Eddie Palma was our Dive Master for 2/3 of the Ramon's dives,
Touriano was the Dive Master for the last 2. Touriano was a fabulous well experienced gentleman (older
aged) and we definitely recommend him for beginners or someone wanting a extremely well briefed and
slower pace. Eddie is an aggressive Dive Master well suited to intermediate and advance levels. We used
Amigos del Mar for the Blue Hole/Half Moon Wall/Aquarium dives on Lighthouse Atoll as well as our 3
dive excursion to Tourneffe Atoll (Elbow/Tarpon/Vincente). Amigo's is on a planet of their own and we
plan on using them for the majority of our dives on the next visit. Johnny runs a great boat (?52' twin
diesel), and Mike, Alex and George functioned very well as our Dive Masters. Our favorite Dive Master
was Mike as he has a keen awareness of sites of interest and he was most helpful above water also. Amigo's
do the small things very well from coconut rum drinks on the return to shore and ice cold Snickers Bars and
a fabulous fruit table with Johnny Cakes and ice cold drinks and fresh cold water. Amigo's lunch is a
fabulous rice n beans with a stewed chicken dish and potato salad, with a flan coconut pie. We regret taking
the 3mm wet suits as we did not need them (even for the Blue Hole). Our Ikelite/Nikon L22 performed
flawlessly, which was a blessing as ALL of our companions diving with the new Sealife DC1200 had
failures at or below 90 feet with their units. Ramon's accommodations were very nice (Garden View room)
and we utilized the prepaid breakfeast package and since the service starts at 07:00 our few 05:30 pickups
for Amigo's diving kept us from eating breakfeast we had payed for. San Pedro is full of great affordable
food, and we regret bogging down in the usual restaurants the first few nights, as we were able to find some
real great street food for a few bucks per person. Hot find was the new beachfront restaurant called
Hurricanes just 3 piers north from Ramon's. Fabulous ceviche, lobster & shrimp creole and wonderful fish
fingers! Ramon's Dive Manager Rick is challenged when it comes to people skills, and he has been written
up in this publication before. I worked very hard to establish a good relationship with Rick and he did come
out of his shell. Ramon's rental gear is average with a few regulator squawks in our group. Eddie, Michael,
Luis, Touriano, and Cha Cha are fabulous people and went out of their ways to make us feel at home. The
waiter Jack in the restaurant is Eddie's brother and Jack was a wonderful server with a super personality.
Next trip we will stay at Ramon's but put our dive kit in a locker at Amigo's and dive there.
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--------End of Land Based---------

Liveaboards
Peter Hughes -- Sun Dancer II, Nov 2009 (Rpt #5322) by David McDougall (Email author),
 CA, USA. Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
Scotland, Hawaii, Tahiti, Costa Rica, Seychelles, Kenya, Wakatobi, Various Caribbean destinations. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

Belize: Liveaboard: 
    60/805
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----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  cloudy. Seas:  calm, choppy, no currents. Water:  80 to 83 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. 
Visibility:  50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
The only time that times and depths were enforced was on the Blue Hole Dive.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
There were 2 camera tables which could be a little crowded if everyone was using cameras. There was
compressed air at both tables and towels available to dry equipment off. There were also 2 rinse tanks
designated for cameras only. There was limited space for chargers but did have 110 and 240 volt available.
Overall I was very happy with the setup for photography. Crew were helpful if trying to fix any issues and
had a good selection of tools and equipment for repairs.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Crew: The crew were excellent, extremely helpful and attentive. The dive staff were very knowledgeable
and the dive briefings detailed and informative. The only slight negative was that none of the dive masters
were particularly good at finding the rare and strange fish/critters. Food: Was excellent, they catered well
for us strange vegetarian types, always producing something new for us each meal. Alcoholic drinks were
included and they even had the local brew, Belikin, on draft. Boat: The boat was well laid out and the rooms
were comfortable. Some maintenance is required though, door hinges on cupboards were loose, which was
reported early on but was never fixed. The showers were always hot and never ran out of hot water, our
bathrooms was small but perfectly adequate. After dive showers on the dive deck were toasty and the towels
warm and kept in an insulated box to keep them that way. The lounge area had a large flat screen TV with
dvd player and a large selection of dvd's to choose from. Diving: Nitrox was available at an additional cost.
The corals were in reasonable shape and the fish life fairly abundant. There are still a decent amount of
larger sized fish, groupers, jacks, barracuda, tarpon, rays (southern stingray and spotted eagle) and some
sharks (nurse, grey reef). On the critter side it was a little disappointing, no seahorse or frogfish or anything
unusual really. The Blue Hole dive was a bit of ho hum affair, very little life and not that interesting, several
divers who had been before didn't bother to dive, not sure I would either :-) The number of Lionfish spotted
were quite significant and some divemasters carried spears to kill this non indigenous predator. Overall: I
would recommend this outfit and will certainly be diving with Peter Hughes in the future.
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Belize: Liveaboard: 
    61/805
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Peter Hughes -- Sun Dancer II, Jul 2010 (Rpt #5575) by Stephen Kouri  WA, US. 
Dive Experience:  101-250. Where else diving:  
Hawaii, Fiji, Little Cayman, Cozumel, Maui. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: Service and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, no currents. Water:  82 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
30 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
130 ft (Air) - Nitrox Based Upon % (MOD). 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
We are not photographers, but there were several advanced photographers on the boat and they seemed
happy with the digital editing resources, camera table and crew assistance.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Belize diving from the Sundancer II is generally pretty easy, but its important to keep in mind a couple of
things before you choose this destination. 1. Perhaps due to the time of year (July) visibility was fair at best.
It can be difficult to find the boat even though you could hear it due to limited visibility. Brush up on your
navigation. 2. There are dive masters in the water, but the ratio of divers to dive masters is high. We had 19
divers and my wife and I dove our own profile, but at times the dive master had a large pack of divers
following them around. You will probably have the best experience diving independently. 3. If you have
never dove below 100 ft the Blue Hole is good learning experience and relatively easy. 4. Belize is an easy
trip from the midwest or west coast. They speak English and the US$ is welcome everywhere. But Belize
City is a dump -- skip it entirely. If you want to see more of Belize, go upcountry or to the outer islands. The
Sundancer II crew and the organization of the dive deck were excellent. Special recognition to Eddie for
helping a diver back to the boat during the Blue Hole dive. Overall we would highly recommend the
liveaboard experience, and are looking forward to diving with the Hughes organization in other locales.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please
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Peter Hughes -- Sun Dancer II, Sep 2010 (Rpt #5721) by Craig Kittelson (Email author),
 WY, US. Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
Bahamas, Fiji, Australia, Hawaii, Curacao, Roatan, Cozumel, Bermuda, Cayman Brac, Turks & Caicos, San
Salvador, Saba, St. Kitts, Statia, Florida, California,. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  rainy. Seas:  calm. Water:  83 to 85 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. Visibility:  40 to 90 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
130 feet max, back on board with 500 psi, buddy diving only,. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
I didn't take a camera & didn't really pay attention to the UWP attributes.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Lots of lionfish & one of crew speared 5-10 each day. Crew was very helpful and friendly frequently
offering any help needed, and tanks always filled between 3100 & 3200 with nitrox between 31.5 & 33.5.
Boat was clean, well cared for, and comfortable. Lost one night dive on Thursday in order to move the boat
from Lighthouse to near Turneffe. Reservations staff was very helpful. Dancer Fleet was offering a $700
discount on the regular fare, and I got another $150 based on age. Flight from Denver by was of Atlanta
including Belize departure tax was only $386.00.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

--------End of Liveaboards---------

Bonaire (21 Reports)

Bonaire: 
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http://www.undercurrent.org/UCnow/emailRRAuth2.php?GID=5721



