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long and a bit scary. You could rent a car, but I think you would be taking your life into your own hands.
Order fish balls at the Surfside in Holetown, eat $3 fish sandwiches at the little fish shack, a short walk
down the beach from the Dive Shop, and go to Oistins on Friday night. Most restaurants are wicked
expensive, so we ate most of our meals in our villa. We were a 15 minute walk to town. Our villa was just
beautiful and really well thought out. Built in 2007, it was 3 stories tall with 7 bedrooms with a/c, 8
bathrooms, 2 kitchens, 2 pools, balconies and decks everywhere. There was also a bar, entertainment area,
gazebo, and great landscaping. The back of the villa bordered the rainforest. The top of the villa was
actually level with the rainforest canopy. We were visited daily by tons of monkees and birds. The staff was
great also. The Dive Shop rocks! Fatema and her crew were awesome. They are all knowledgeable, fun,
helpful, and accomodating. They boat captain Michael and our divemaster Dave would help divers get in
the water if they wanted it. Michael was excellent at handling the boat and picking up divers. Dave was
great at finding unbelievable marine life and pointing it out. Fatema and friends or family would come to
our villa and pick us up and bring us back for our dives. She would also go way out of her way to wait for
us to get food, stop at the rum shop, or be brought to an alternative location. The dive boat was a little small
for our group, but we didn't mind at all. They anchor the boat near the beach and you have to walk your gear
and tanks out to the boat. We did 13 dives over 6 days. This included a night dive and a shore dive. Most
dives are easy drift dives. The wrecks of Carlisle Bay are right at the beach of the Dive Shop. Shore diving
was an excellent addition to our dives. We also used The Dive Shop for a snorkel with the turtles, stingrays,
and puffer. This was an incredible experience also. After our last dive Fatema gave everyone a Dive Shop
T-shirt and she held a huge party with lots of beer and tons of the best-tasting Bajan cooked food. Call or
email Fatema and she'll set you up. Our diving included: awesome 365 wreck "Stav", Carlisle Bay wrecks,
turtles galore, stingrays, amazingly massive and beautiful sponges, tons of eels, frog fish, sea horses,
octopus, squid, slipper and spiny lobsters, all kinds of crabs, conch, hermits, jawfish, flying gunards,
peacock flounders, cleaner shrimp, anemones, all kinds of beautiful fish, a huge porcupine fish with a
remora, and humpback whale singing on every dive. We even hunted for old bottles and found some really
old and cool ones too. You can keep the bottles. Carlisle Bay is loaded with marine life. Do many dives
here. We did. Of all the diving I've done around the Caribbean, this was the most varied and exciting for
me.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

--------End of Land Based---------

Belize (14 Reports)

Belize Diving Overview
Inside the world's second-largest barrier reef, English-speaking Belize sports three major atolls. GOOD
DIVING IN BELIZE IS REACHABLE FROM LIVE ABOARDS OR FROM RESORTS on the offshore
cayes. The deeply-cut, spur-and-groove coral reefs of the rapidly developing Ambergris Caye are interesting
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but disappointing to many experienced divers. Outer cayes have better diving. While on a Belize diving trip,
take a couple days to visit Mayan ruins, the Jaguar Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is about a two-hour
fl ight from Houston. Belize lies in the hurricane belt and takes frequent hits.

--------------------------------

Belize Seasonal Planner
	The dry season runs from March through May. The most predictably good weather for diving is from April
through June, when the winds are normally light. Hurricanes hit Belize an average of once every six years.
Major hurricanes have hit in 1931, 1961, and 1978. During winter months (mainly December, January, and
February), Belize is also subject to northers that blow down and disrupt diving for several days. Water
temperature may dip as low as the 70s in the winter and reach as high as 85 in the summer.

--------------------------------

Land-Based
advanced diving of Placencia/N/A, Oct 2010 (Rpt #5732) by  Edmund Doering III 
(Email author), FL, US. Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
nearly everywhere. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: Accommodations: N/A
Food: N/AService and Attitude: N/AEnvironmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  82 to 82 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
100 to 120 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I haven't been here but wanted readers tobe aware of result of trial following diver death. Amandala is the
Belize New York Times, such as it is! Ted Doering MD Jupiter, Fl
www.amandala.com.bz/index.php?id=10405
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The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Amigos Del Mar/Blue Tang Inn, Feb 2010 (Rpt #5385) by Maureen C. Carnevale  VA, US. 
Dive Experience:  101-250. Where else diving:  
Florida Keys, Bahamas, Grand Cayman, Bonaire, Cozumel, Channel Islands. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: Service and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  cloudy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  78 to 79 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Typically first dive was max of 80 ft., second dive was max of 60 feet. Most dives lasted 50 minutes.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
I am not a photographer. They did have a fresh water bucket exclusively for cameras.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
I was part of a dive group of 19 divers. We took over two dive boats at Amigos del Mar and nearly the
entire Blue Tang Inn. DIVING Like others have posted, the reef life at Ambergris Caye is disappointing.
The diving here is just OK. We booked a package deal and were able to get discounted 2-tank dives for $77
US with Nitrox. The total package was for 5 2-tank dives. It is common practice for the dive operators to
chum to attract nurse sharks, groupers and eels. While this is not the most environmentally friendly practice,
I don't see it stopping in Ambergris Caye anytime soon. One one dive there were twelve nurse sharks and
several huge groupers. Spotted eagle rays and turtles were a spotted on nearly every dive. Amigos took
really good care of our group. They were attentive, friendly, fun to be around and mindful of safety. The
dive boat picked us up at the pier at the Blue Tang Inn. It was a quick walk to the dive shop from the hotel
for those who preferred to walk. Coffee and fresh fruit was provided between dives back at the dive shop.
The staff would rinse and store our gear each day. I would rate the diving at Turneffe Reef, Lighthouse Reef
and the Blue Hole much higher. The reefs were much healthier, with more fish life. Turneffe is $185 US for
a three tank dive. Blue Hole/Lighthouse Reef is $250 US for a three tank dive. Pick up at 5:30 am. Drop off
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between 4:30 pm and 5:00 pm. Breakfast (pastry, fresh fruit, cheese), Lunch (chicken, beans and rice, potato
salad, coconut cream pie), soft drinks, and rum drinks (post diving) included. It is a long day for three dives,
but worth it. BLUE TANG INN We had a great package with the Blue Tang Inn. The staff was very
friendly and attentive. All rooms have a kitchen. There are two grocery stores within walking distance. Each
room is different and have recently gone through a mini makeover...new decor. Rooms on the third floor are
preferred. The continental breakfast is very basic: coffee, juice, fresh fruit, cereal, toast and sometimes
waffles. •Package reflects discounted room rates based on 2009 pricing (not 2010) •9 day/8 night
accommodation daily continental breakfast incl. •5 days of local 2-tank dives = 10 dives (with tanks,
weights and belt) •Complimentary nitrox on the 10 local dives ($100 value) •RT air from Belize Int’l
Airport to San Pedro, Ambergris Caye ($120 value) •Roundtrip taxi transfer from San Pedro Airport to Blue
Tang Inn ($10 value) •Complimentary use of tandem kayak •Free wireless access from lobby/pool area
Group Package includes all taxes (does not inc. gratuity for hotel staff/dive shop) $1,155 US per person
based on double occupancy

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Amigos Del Mar/Pelican Reef Villas, Jun 2010 (Rpt #5558) by  Eric Eckes (Email author),
 CA, US. Dive Experience:  501-1000. Where else diving:  
Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, Galapagos, Fiji, Hawaii, Palau, Yap, Grand Cayman, Bahamas, Cozumel,
La Paz. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: N/AService and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  84 to 84 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  50 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Only depth at Blue Hole. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  Schools. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: 
UWP Comments:  
Amigos del Mar kept fresh water coolers dedicated to cameras on each boat. The "camera table" on the
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Papa Changa (largest dive boat) was used for snacks. No place to work on your camera while on site.. 
----- Overall Comments -----

- Amigos del Mar dive shop The dive shop provided great service. They would pick us up at our resort in
the morning (as early as 5:30a for Blue Hole and Turneffe) and return us in the afternoon (5:00p - 6:00p).
The boats were clean and the crew were great. Hats off to Mike, George, Alex, and Juan. They did a great
job on the boat and leading dives. George was particiularly adept at spearfishing lionfish (there were
plenty). The shop rinsed and stored our gear after each days' diving. My disappointment was with the reefs
and quality of sealife around Ambergris Caye. The dive shops hand feed the "locals" so we saw plenty of
grouper and Nurse Sharks. In fact, one Nurse Shark kept bumping into the dome port on my camera looking
for food. I enjoyed diving the Blue Hole although its a short dive due to the depth. We saw several reef
sharks while we did our safety stop. For the photographer, Belize's sealife is a disappointment if you've been
elsewhere in the world. -Pelican Reef Villas My family stayed at Pelican Reef Villas which is a 2.5 mile
golf cart ride south of San Pedro. We had a condo which was top notch. The Villas had a pool and a bar that
served breakfast and lunch. The food was good and the employees were great. Lori who manages the
property is top notch. Service was fantastic. I just wish the sealife were better to bring me back!

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Amigos Del Mar/Mayan Princess, Aug 2010 (Rpt #5647) by Bernard Urbanik  TX, US. 
Dive Experience:  101-250. Where else diving:  
Cozumel, Grand Cayman, Turks & Caicos, Grand Bahama, St Croix. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy, rainy, cloudy. Seas:  choppy, no currents. Water:  84 to 84 °F. 
Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  50 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Maintain visual contact with dive master and maximum depth. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  Schools. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: N/ALarge Pelagics: N/A

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
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Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Amigos del Mar facilities are immediately adjacent to Mayan Princess, a huge plus, since all we had to do
was walk out the front door and get on the boat and go. This also allows for maximum sleep-in time.
Amigos del Mar is a first class operation with Nitrox available at $10 per bottle. We dove with Catptain
Rene and DM Tony, old regulars, according to previous Chap Book Reports. The skiff is fast and you roll in
backward. For getting our they have a suitable ladder. We had a ten dive package and did not choose to go
to the Blue Hole mainly due to added cost. Amigos del Mar have a large vessel well suited to the 12 hour
Blue Hole Trip, however. Local diving consisted of racing outside of inner harbor and geting in the water all
within about 20 minutes. Rene feeds the fish during entry and exit. I am nuetral about this practice as the
fish do not seem to mind and it did not add any danger to the dives. We got about 55 minutes out of each
dive. Surface interval was taken back at the shop where oranges and watermelon were in abundance. Wind
was pretty much steady out of ENE the entire time. Slightly rainy days generated the smoothest surface
conditions. All the reef sites vistied were pretty homonegeous. Visbiility was only about 60 feet. We saw
numerous nurse shark, very larger grouper, turtles, eels, lobster, spotted eagle rays and not one lion fish. On
one safety stop, a 4 pod of dolphin swam around us several times. Mayan Princess is in fine condition. A
pool would have been a plus but being in San Pedro has its advantages as there are lots of food choices and
few mosquitos or other no-seeums. Our package included hotel accomodations, diving and flights from
Belize City on Tropic Air. Save $40 for exit fee. I would go back to do more outer island trips such as Blue
Hole.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Avadon Divers/Seaspray Hotel, May 2010 (Rpt #5601) by  Doug Freer (Email author),
 TX, US. Dive Experience:  101-250. Where else diving:  
mexico, bahamas, caymans, virgin islands, roatan, gulf coast, keys, atlantic, catalina island. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: N/A
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  78 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
70 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
We followed the limits and restrictions of the whale shark protected zone at Gladden Spit. 
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----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. 
Whale Sharks:  > 2. Turtles:  None. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
At Gladden Spit I swam 10 feet from a 25 foot whale shark for 6 minutes, beginning on the surface and
continuing down to 80 feet. I stopped at 80 feet because this is the depth limit imposed at Gladden Spit. The
whale shark swam along at a slow pace, he almost seemed to enjoy the company. On May 1 and 2, at
Gladden Spit only a few people got a one time brief glance of a whale shark. But on May 3 we had 3
seperate 25 foot whale sharks come to our group of 15 divers. The divemaster did a great job of pointing out
the whale shark that was on the surface right above us. At first glance I thought it was another small dive
boat. There were schools of thousands of snapper down at 90 feet or so, they were exciting to see especially
when they started their spawning behavior. We also saw a dolphin swimming up and down in a school of
snapper. On another day we made a visit to Glovers Reef with Splash Divers. It was a 1 hour boat ride, but
it was a pristine reef. We saw a 10 foot green moray eel swimming in the open water and then curve with S
shaped curves as he swam through the side of the reef.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Blackbird Resort/Blackbird Caye, Dec 2009 (Rpt #5378) by Norman B. Ross (Email author),
 TX, US. Dive Experience:  Over 1000. Where else diving:  
Cozumel, Fiji, etc.. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  windy, rainy. Seas:  calm. Water:  79 to 80 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
50 to 70 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 
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----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  None. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
It was a 15 minute flight in a small plane to get to the resort and a 90 minute ride in a large comfortable boat
going back to Belize City. The rooms were very nice with a good bed and plenty of hot water. There was a
screened poarch which was handy. The food was good and the grilled fish was outstanding. Belikins were
cold and only $3. There were a good number and variety of fish. Spotted Eagle Ray, Tarpon, Midnight
Parrotfish, Spotted Drum, Goldspotted Eel, White Spotted Toadfish,and all of the usual tropicals. All in all
this was the best dive trip I have been on in a long time and I am going back.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Ecologic Dive/Xanadu, Oct 2010 (Rpt #5745) by Robert Adams (Email author), VA, US. 
Dive Experience:  0-25. Where else diving:  
Beginner Diver. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  N/A. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Check Out Dives. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  1 or 2. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
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Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
We used Ecologic Divers for our check out dives. They were professional and courteous. Since it was off
season, we had a dive master (including trainees) to student ratio of 1 to 1 for our check out dives. We were
lucky to have two trainee dive masters with our group. The Hol Chan Marine Reserve was a nice place to do
out check out dives since the dives are not deep. We stayed at Xanadu and enjoyed it. We decided to stay in
a resort closer to town so we could easily walk around. The roads north or south are difficult to travel (south
of Victoria House and north of the Palapa Bar), and water taxis are the fastest way into town. If you do not
mind staying at a resort that requires using water taxis, then the resorts to the north or south can be very
luxurious and nice. We read on trip advisor that it can be a pain to use the water taxis (see Portofino
reviews). If you want to avoid the water taxis, then you need to get an alternative way to get around. Many
resorts offer bikes or discounted golf cart rentals (full price is >$300 USD for a week).

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

ECOLOGIC DIVERS/COCO BEACH, Jun 2010 (Rpt #5570) by  Terry Cole (Email author),
 KS, US. Dive Experience:  101-250. Where else diving:  
COZUMEL,FLORIDA, BAHAMAS,ST.THOMAS, PUERTO RICO. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: Dive Operation: 
Accommodations: Food: Service and Attitude: 
Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy, surge. Water:  84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  1 mm. Visibility:  
100 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
45 MINUTES, NOTIFY DIVEMASTER AT 700 PSI, 3MIN SAFTY STOP AT 15 FT. I WAS ALLOWD
TO DIVE COMPUTER LIMITS ON 2 DIVES WHEN I WAS THE ONLY CUSTOMER.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
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Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
The Coco Beach resort was beautiful. We stayed in a 2 bedroom,2 bath condo, which was brand new or
close to it. Full kitchen with stainless appliances and granite counter tops. Dining room table and chairs to
seat 6. The living room had a flat screen T.V. with american channels on the cable system and wicker
furniture. There was also an internet cable outlet in the frontroom. The bedroom feature king size beds with
very good matresses, I slept like a baby. The pool area was nice, with 2 pools, 1 shallow pool for lounging
and a deep pool with a small waterslide for more vigorous activities. The only problem at the resort is the
resturant is not yet finished, but we knew that before going. Food is very expensive on ambergris caye so
plan accordingly. Ecologic Divers was GREAT. the people were freidly and accomadating. They picked me
up each morning at the resorts dock and droped me off each afternoon after diving. They also took care of
my gear while I was diving with them, rinsing and hanging to dry every day after diving. The tip out to the
reef was short but rough, negotiating the channel was always exciting. You did not want to spend any time
on the surface upon enetering the water because it was rough. On two different days I was the only diver for
the second dive because the other were all sea sick. The barrier reef diving was good but not great. The reef
does not seem to be in as good a condition as Cozumel, but I saw more Sharks, big grouper, and spotted
eagle rays than i have seen in Cozumel. My wife and I also did a snorkle trip to Hol-Chan marine park with
ecologic and it was great as well. On the snorkle excursion my wife saw a moray eel, nurse sharks, lobster,
spotted eagle ray and a turtle, all very close. She was absolutly thrilled because she had never seen any of
the above in person before. I did the blue hole trip with Amigos Del Mar and they were very good also. The
blue hole was kind of a disappointment but the second dive at half moon caye wall was the best dive of the
whole vacation. Lunch on the trip was on the beach at Half Moon Caye, a beautiful place to spend your
surface interval. The third dive on the trip was also very nice. Don't leave anything in your golf cart when
you go to town. I went into town to pick up my gear because I was going to the blue hole the next day with
Amigos Del Mar.I left my empty gear bag in the cart while getting something to drink and when i came out
it was gone. The only replacement I could find was bright pink, which Shelly at ecologic gave me hell about
every day the rest of the trip. All in all a great trip. Good diving, Great dive operator, great resort and
wonderfull, friendly people.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Ecologic Divers, Aug 2010 (Rpt #5668) by Jeffrey S. Levine  CA, US. Dive Experience:  
251-500. Where else diving:  
Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao, Puerto Rico, Roatan. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: N/ADive Operation: N/A
Accommodations: N/AFood: N/AService and Attitude: N/AEnvironmental Sensitivity: N/A
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Shore Diving: N/ASnorkeling: N/A
----- Dive Conditions -----

Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  86 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  
60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
These were guided dives. Divers were asked to follow the dive leader. Some minor variation was permitted..

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: N/ASubject Matter: N/A
Boat Facilities: N/AShore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
A freshwater tank was available for cameras on the boats.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
[None]I dove with Ecologic Divers for a two week period this August and want to provide some feedback
on my experience. Since this is a slower part of the year for the Caribbean, I decided not to prebook my
dives, but rather see the shop first and decide how I felt. I did e-mail Ecologic beforehand to learn a little
more about their shop. Since the reviews for them had generally been favorable, I didn’t have any concerns.
Ecologic Divers was very flexible with me. I made my decision to dive on a day-by-day basis. I opened up a
tab by leaving a credit card imprint which I then settled at the end of my stay. I dove mostly two-tank
morning dives. I was asked to show up at 8:30am so that we could get our gear set up for the 9am dive.
Ecologic’s boats are equipped with first aid kits, oxygen, and camera tanks. If you have a camera and let
them know, they will fill the camera tank with water for you. After we boarded the boat, the divemaster
gave a safety briefing about the safety features of the boat. We then proceeded to the reef. Before we passed
through the reef channel, we were asked to get our fins and masks ready. One of the assistants on the boat
then offered to rinse our masks for us. They had defogger on board for those who needed it. We then went
out to the dive site. The divemaster then gave a briefing of the dive site. In general the dives were 35-40
minutes plus a safety stop. The divemaster repeatedly told us to not touch any sea life and to watch our fins.
The emphasis was on preserving the dive sites for the future. We then entered the water via a backroll entry.
We then descended and waited at the mooring line until everyone was in the water. We then followed the
lead of the divemaster until the end of the dive. The divemaster pointed out various creatures on the way.
There is a lionfish problem in Belize so the divemaster would carry a spearing kind of device to kill them if
they appeared. They emphasized that the lionfish is not native to the waters and it this breed is threatening
the survival of the other fish. At the end of the dive, we surfaced. Since the dives were drift dives, the boat
would come to pick us up. The boat captain threw a line into the water to make it easier to approach the boat
in the presence of current. After we boarded the boat, the boat captain handed us hot towels…a nice treat!
We then returned to the dock for the surface interval. Ecologic provided fruit, chips, salsa, and lemonade or
a similar beverage. After the interval, we repeated the process for the second dive. We were usually back by
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12:30pm. All of the divemasters and boat captains were extremely friendly. The front desk staff was
extremely helpful in arranging things. They even arranged an all day trip up to the northern part of
Ambergris Caye where we did two dives, had lunch, and a third dive. The overall diving was good.
Visibility was good (70 feet or so). The fish life was the standard Caribbean types of fish with one notable
exception….I saw my first Manta Ray! Overall, I really enjoyed my time with Ecologic. The only shortfall
from my perspective is the short dive times. I believe 35-40 minutes is just too short. Ecologic was very
upfront about the dive times. There was no surprise per se. They did work with me and got me into the
water early so I could get a few minutes more bottom time. Nevertheless, I came up with a lot of air. When
you combine that with a shorter surface interval, the second dive can be a bit tricky. I felt I had to really
manage my first dive more aggressively so I could get more bottom time during the second dive. Ecologic
does offer Nitrox which would have enabled me to stay deeper for the second dive but 35-40 minutes for a
standard dive is still too short. I believe the average dive should be at least 50 minutes. It is for this reason
alone that I did not give them the highest rating possible. Would I dive with Ecologic again? Probably.
Overall they were very fun to dive with and very environmentally conscious. The only thing that would
keep me from diving with them again is the short dive times.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Hamanasi, Apr 2010 (Rpt #5478) by  Bill Markley (Email author), CA, US. Dive Experience:  
51-100. Where else diving:  
Curacao, Cozumel, Roatan, off the coast of Los Angeles. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: 
Snorkeling: 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  choppy. Water:  80 to 87 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
60 to 100 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  no. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Dive master set depth limits for each dive which were generally followed.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  1 or 2. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
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Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: 
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Hamanasi is not cheap but is well worth the price. The resort and the service were outstanding. In their 8
day/7 night package deal is a combination of 5 dives/inland adventures. The dives are to the local reef
which is about an hour away. They are very nice. The inland adventures are also about an hour drive. If you
want to do anything special it is extra - such as going to the Blue Hole (that was great!), going to the
Turnafe Island reefs, to Glovers Reef, or to Gladden Spit to try to find the whale sharks (we didn't see any);
these are all 2 1/2hr+ boat rides depending on conditions. There are also several inland adventures that are
several hours away and are extra. I took the one over to Guatemala to see the Takal Mayan ruins.
Incredible! Several fellow divers we met had stayed at other Belize resorts, such as in Ambergis Caye and
Placentia. They thought that Hamanasi was better. Enjoy!

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

Ramon's Village Resort, Jun 2010 (Rpt #5541) by John Hollingsworth (Email author), TX, US. 
Dive Experience:  26-50. Where else diving:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: 

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny. Seas:  calm. Water:  84 to 86 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:   mm. Visibility:  40 to 60 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
[Unspecified]. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  Squadrons. Dolphins:  1 or 2. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: N/A
UWP Comments:  
[None]. 
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----- Overall Comments -----
Purchased accommodation/dive package. Eddie Palma was our Dive Master for 2/3 of the Ramon's dives,
Touriano was the Dive Master for the last 2. Touriano was a fabulous well experienced gentleman (older
aged) and we definitely recommend him for beginners or someone wanting a extremely well briefed and
slower pace. Eddie is an aggressive Dive Master well suited to intermediate and advance levels. We used
Amigos del Mar for the Blue Hole/Half Moon Wall/Aquarium dives on Lighthouse Atoll as well as our 3
dive excursion to Tourneffe Atoll (Elbow/Tarpon/Vincente). Amigo's is on a planet of their own and we
plan on using them for the majority of our dives on the next visit. Johnny runs a great boat (?52' twin
diesel), and Mike, Alex and George functioned very well as our Dive Masters. Our favorite Dive Master
was Mike as he has a keen awareness of sites of interest and he was most helpful above water also. Amigo's
do the small things very well from coconut rum drinks on the return to shore and ice cold Snickers Bars and
a fabulous fruit table with Johnny Cakes and ice cold drinks and fresh cold water. Amigo's lunch is a
fabulous rice n beans with a stewed chicken dish and potato salad, with a flan coconut pie. We regret taking
the 3mm wet suits as we did not need them (even for the Blue Hole). Our Ikelite/Nikon L22 performed
flawlessly, which was a blessing as ALL of our companions diving with the new Sealife DC1200 had
failures at or below 90 feet with their units. Ramon's accommodations were very nice (Garden View room)
and we utilized the prepaid breakfeast package and since the service starts at 07:00 our few 05:30 pickups
for Amigo's diving kept us from eating breakfeast we had payed for. San Pedro is full of great affordable
food, and we regret bogging down in the usual restaurants the first few nights, as we were able to find some
real great street food for a few bucks per person. Hot find was the new beachfront restaurant called
Hurricanes just 3 piers north from Ramon's. Fabulous ceviche, lobster & shrimp creole and wonderful fish
fingers! Ramon's Dive Manager Rick is challenged when it comes to people skills, and he has been written
up in this publication before. I worked very hard to establish a good relationship with Rick and he did come
out of his shell. Ramon's rental gear is average with a few regulator squawks in our group. Eddie, Michael,
Luis, Touriano, and Cha Cha are fabulous people and went out of their ways to make us feel at home. The
waiter Jack in the restaurant is Eddie's brother and Jack was a wonderful server with a super personality.
Next trip we will stay at Ramon's but put our dive kit in a locker at Amigo's and dive there.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

--------End of Land Based---------

Liveaboards
Peter Hughes -- Sun Dancer II, Nov 2009 (Rpt #5322) by David McDougall (Email author),
 CA, USA. Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
Scotland, Hawaii, Tahiti, Costa Rica, Seychelles, Kenya, Wakatobi, Various Caribbean destinations. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A
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