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The dive boat had separate rinse tanks for cameras and gear. The dive shop also had separate rinse tanks.. 
----- Overall Comments -----

Unique Sports of Aruba took over for Red Sail Sports at the Radisson Aruba. Although a little more
expensive then other dive operations in Aruba, we found Unique Sports to be a small well organized dive
operation that is right next to the Radisson. We went on four dives, two being wreak dives and two being
drift dives. The Antilla wreak is a must dive, maximum depth is roughly 60 feet. Although visibility was
only 15 feet, the coral and small to medium fish was plentiful. Each dive consisted of only 6 divers and each
dive was lead by a dive instructor, who were very knowledgeable and catered the dive on the groups skill
level. This is a no thrills dive operation, however, we found them very professional.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

--------End of Land Based---------

Australia (4 Reports)

Australia Diving Overview
Cairns, the jumping-off spot for the Great Barrier Reef, is a youth-oriented, tropical city with plenty of
hotels and restaurants as well as an assortment of day boats going to the Reef and overnight trips to Cod
Hole. Cairn's "beach" is a mud flat dotted with roseate spoonbills and other tropical birds, and you can visit
the reptile farm to gawk at saltwater crocodiles eating chickens or take the Kuranda Railway for a look at a
magnificent waterfall. ...  

	The best diving, with pristine reefs and oodles of fish, is to the north, reachable only by live-aboard during
their summer months, roughly November to March. The Ribbon Reefs are known for big sharks, lots of
them, including fleets of bronze whalers.... Pack safety sausages, whistles, strobes, mirrors, and any other
safety devices that would make you noticeable if a current carries you too far from the boat. However,
Aussie dive rules are now tight (far tighter than the Florida Keys, for example), with redundant head counts
after every dive.....  

	Pricey Lizard Island is the northernmost land-based operation; they have day trips to Cod Hole to pet
friendly, refrigerator-sized potato cod. Although the GBR (or, as our correspondent called it, the Pretty
Good Barrier Reef) gets most of the press, better by a hundred miles is the Coral Sea, whose outlying atolls
and pinnacles such as Marion Reef offer some of the best diving in the world. To the south, the wreck of the
/Yongala /out from Townsville may be the best fish-covered wreck in the world....  

	Moving from Queensland south, you'll pass from full-on tropics, through temperate water, to chilly water in
Sydney, and finally into the really cold stuff when you reach Tasmania.... Don't worry about the Great
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White in the GBR; they hang around south of Sydney, off Adelaide where the water is cooler. On the west
coast of Australia, sea planes from Exmouth lead dive boats to schools of whale sharks on Ningaloo Reef.

--------------------------------

Australia Seasonal Planner
	Yes, it's reversed Down Under: Australia's winter is during the Northern Hemisphere's summer. Summer
weather is sultry and oppressive, with tropical showers.... Water temperature is below 80 and colder in their
winter, so bring rubber; visibility can at times be in the 50-foot range. That's the easy part. From there, it
gets increasingly complex; Australia's diving areas are vast. Cyclone season is January through March;
April, May, and June see heavy trade winds. The best season to dive Australia on a liveaboard (really the
only way to see the best) is July through November. Best vis at Osprey, in the northern Coral Sea, is
between June and September. Whale Sharks congregate at Ningaloo Reef during March and April.

--------------------------------

Land-Based
Yongala Divers, Jun 2010 (Rpt #5560) by Mike Cavanaugh (Email author), TX, US. 
Dive Experience:  251-500. Where else diving:  
Caribbean & Austrailasia. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: N/AFood: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  cloudy. Seas:  choppy. Water:  71 to 75 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  3 mm. Visibility:  
40 to 50 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  no. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  ?. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Computer diving. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  1 or 2. Mantas:  None. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  > 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
Large Fish: Large Pelagics: 

----- Underwater Photography -----
Overall rating for UWP's: Subject Matter: 
Boat Facilities: Shore Facilities: 
UWP Comments:  
The boat used for the dive was a Zodiac type boat and there was no camera or video storage (wet or dry)
except a basket which was slid under the seats. The dive shop had a single rinse tank for wet suits and a
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single tank for regulators/BCDS but no dedicated tank for photography gear. A fresh water hose was
available to rinse video housing with.. 

----- Overall Comments -----
Yongala Divers run a dive operation about 1-1.5 hours south of Townsville. The dive is on the S.S. Yongala
wreck. The dive shop is very friendly and accommodating. Nitrox is available and is blended using partial
pressures. The drill is to load out all your gear on a Zodiac boat on a trailer which is later pulled by tractor
to the beach for a launch by tractor. When everyone is transported to the beach by vehicle you load out on
the boat and then run +/- 30 minutes to the wreck. The dive is a 2 tank dive with max depth first (can't go
past bottom at +/- 90') and the second dive is across the top of the wreck @ +/- 60'. The dive site is
protected in a green zone and the marine life is testimony t that fact. I have never seen so many fish
schooling in one location in all my diving experience. We saw many sea snakes, turtles, giant groupers,
cobia and typical reef fish. The coral growth on the wreck was impressive as well. There is "NO"
penetration allowed on the wreck. The first day we dove there were +/- 12 divers (crowded on the Zodiac),
the second day we only had 5-6 divers (just right for a Zodiac). Upon return to the Yongala dive shop the
dive shop provided a BBQ feed that was good and welcomed. This dive is a definite must do dive if you are
in the vicinity of Townsville.

The information reported here are the opinions of the author of this report and not necessarily those of Undercurrent or
any of the owners or staff. It has NOT been reviewed by Undercurrent. The material may contain errors, typos, ... Please

report any major problems by writing to us and referencing the report number above.

--------End of Land Based---------

Liveaboards
Spirit of Freedom, Oct 2009 (Rpt #5232) by Harvey S. Cohen (Email author), NJ, United States. 
Dive Experience:  101-250. Where else diving:  
Liveaboards: Aquacat, Nekton, Turks & Caicos Explorer III Land-based: Key Largo, Ft. Lauderdale, Nevis,
St. Croix, Gulf of Eilat, New Jersey Atlantic Ocean, Dutch Springs. 

----- Ratings (1: worst -- 5: best) ----- 
Advanced: Beginners: Value for $$: 
Dive Operation: Accommodations: Food: 
Service and Attitude: Environmental Sensitivity: Shore Diving: N/A
Snorkeling: N/A

----- Dive Conditions -----
Weather:  sunny, windy. Seas:  calm, choppy. Water:  79 to 81 °F. Wetsuit Thickness:  5 mm. 
Visibility:  40 to 80 Feet. 

----- Dive Policy -----
Liveaboard?:  yes. Nitrox Available?:  yes. Dive own profile?:  yes. Enforced diving restrictions:  
Max depth should not exceed previous dives on that day. Buddy or guide required.. 

----- What I Saw -----
Sharks:  Lots. Mantas:  1 or 2. Dolphins:  None. 
Whale Sharks:  None. Turtles:  1 or 2. Whales:  None. 
Corals: Tropical Fish: Small Critters: 
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