Indian Ocean and Red Sea Liveaboards SUDAN

ter from Gatwick to Sharm non-stop.
We hated the Airline, Monarch. Imagine
being a sardine, but tighter. Didn’t arrive
‘til almost midnight, and got to the dive
boat at 2 A.M. In order to avoid crowds
of day boats, we frequently dove early in
the day. Currents weren’t too bad. Vis-
ibility was a little disappointing -- water
was relatively warm. When it is cooler,
the vis is better. For our group, lots of
dives on Shark Reef. Amazing wall. Lots
of fish. We loved the Napoleon wrasse.
At this time of year, we also saw lots of
schools of fish such as snappers, unicorn
fish and spade fish. My wife and I didn’t
like diving from the RIBS (pangas). We
would have preferred to dive off the
main boat. Dive profiles were whatever
you could do safely. All the divers were
experienced. Generally 40- to 70-minute
dives. The boat was comfortable. Cabins
large enough, but they had an off odor
of sewage on occasion. The crew covered
it up with deodorizing sprays. Food was
OK, but a bit institutional. No real cof-
fee, just instant. For the price, this was a
good deal. Getting there on the charter
was a bit dodgy (missed our connection
on return). UW Photography Com-
ments: This was a workshop for under-
water photographers. Lots of recharge
stations and electric plugs (European
plugs). There were so many photogra-
phers, it was sometimes difficult to find
a place to work. High-powered air to dry
camera.

SUDAN

Don Questo, April 2009, Chris Hei-
nbach, Alexandria, VA. Experience:
101-250 dives. Vis: 60 to 100 Feet. Water:
80 to 82 F, calm, currents. Spent two
weeks aboard the Don Questo in the
deep Southern Sudanese Red Sea --
Suakin Archipelago and below. Remote.
Rarely even a fishing boat seen. Pristine
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reefs, large schools of jacks, barracuda,
sweetlips, tuna. Large schools of ham-
merheads. Sharks on every dive -- silkys,
grey tips, black tips. One site had a group
of 6-8 tiger sharks. Unbelievable coral
formations and sheer quantity of life. Ex-
perienced captain, divemaster, and crew.
Quite strong currents on occasion. Not
for beginners. Dove from Zodiacs. Boat
well set up for diving. Accommodations
are not luxurious, but adequate. Food
was quite good. Sudan was laid-back. No
problems or hassles.

THAILAND

Colona VI, November 2008, Gail
Kunkle, Orange, CA. Experience: 51-100
dives. Vis: 50 to 60 Feet. Water: 81 to 84
E, calm, no currents. We had an awe-
some experience on the Colona VI. The
National Park in the Similan and Surin
Islands opens on November 1st, and we
boarded the boat on October 31st to

be there on the 1st. We had four dives
per day for five days, and two dives on
the last day before we headed back to
the mainland. There were 14 divers and
seven crew, including two divemasters.
Our divemaster, Big Steve, was fantas-
tic. We got our Advanced Open Water
certification. Instead of getting just five
instructional dives, Steve gave us instruc-
tion and diving tips on every dive. There
were Italians, Americans, an Irishman, a
Frenchman, and one from the UK. Big
Steve was from the UK, and the other
divemaster was Italian. We flew into
Phuket the day before we were going to
board the boat. The dive shop, Sunrise
Divers, booked a taxi for me from the
airport that was much cheaper than the
taxi I booked from the hotel going back
to the airport. The Colona group sent

a note to my hotel confirming the time
they were going to pick us up the next
day. The van arrived on time, we headed





