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plush rooms. All dives are done from 
a large, well-thought-out support boat 
with giant stride entries. The layout of 
the yacht was similar to others that we’ve 
been on, with a comfortable salon for 
dining (although most meals were under 
a canopy in the bow of the boat), relax-
ing and dive briefings. The rooms and 
head were plenty large and comfortable 
for our needs. Even though our rooms 
were fine, Jackie and I chose to sleep un-
der the stars several nights on the huge 
top sundeck. The air temp was perfect, 
the water was like glass, and there were 
no bugs to bother us. One morning we 
were awakened at dawn by a large pod 
of dolphins. There is room for 12 guests, 
but we had only 10 (from Finland, U.K., 
and U.S.) on this trip. The dive masters, 
Dave and Lisa, work great together. They 
are professional. They made the trip 
fun with their upbeat and enthusiastic 
attitudes. They are personal with guests 
in making the trip special and memo-
rable. Safety comes first -- and then 
they allow you to dive your own profile. 
Dave plays a mean guitar and sings, as 
well. They both went out on every dive 
with us, and you could tell they loved 
their jobs. The briefings were always 
conducted by Lisa, and were thorough. 
There are not a lot of little creatures to 
point out, but they made sure we didn’t 
miss anything. We chose the Huvad-
hoo atoll (southern most atoll of the 
Maldives) trip for our vacation, which 
offered some unique diving in the area. 
This itinerary is not dived much (the 
dive masters told us this area has been 
dived less than 1000 times). We were the 
only divers in this area the entire week. 
Because of its location, we had to take a 
small airplane from Male to get here. We 
even received certificates to commemo-
rate passing over the equator. Because 
of the timing of our flights, we needed 
to stay overnight in the Maldives before 
and after our live-aboard trip. This was 
not cheap, but was extremely enjoyable. 

We stayed at the Bandos resort, which 
encompasses the entire Bandos island. 
The rooms were just steps from the 
beach, and were awesome. This really 
helped with jet lag, and the snorkeling 
in front of our room was the best we’ve 
ever experienced anywhere in the world. 
We fortunately had great weather during 
our stay, but this time of year is hit-or-
miss. The first dive was with five mantas 
at a cleaning station at 100+ feet, and 
was magical -- setting the bar for the rest 
of the dives here. Sharks, rays and turtles 
were abundant. On one dive, four dol-
phins played around with us during our 
surface interval. The reefs were healthy 
and colorful. We didn’t see whale sharks. 
Reef hooks are necessary here. Almost all 
dives had some serious current -- more 
so than we’ve ever experienced (that 
includes Palau and Cocos Island), but as 
long as you’re hooked on or going with 
the flow, it wasn’t a problem. Taking 
photos was sometimes a challenge. The 
quantity of dives is less in the Maldives 
than any other live-aboard we’ve been 
on, but because of their depth and time, 
we were not disappointed. There was just 
one night dive. Nitrox was used on most 
dives. We were also given several chances 
to visit nearby uninhabited islands. UW 
Photography Comments: There was 
large area in the back of the salon for 
cameras. We had many photographers 
and two professional videographers 
with huge set-ups, and there was plenty 
of room. A dedicated rinse tub was 
available on both the support boat and 
live-aboard.

RED SEA
Blueotwo, Blue Horizon, December 
2008, Kristin Farrag (kfarrag@comcast.
net), Dundee, IL. Experience: 501-1000 
dives. Vis: 50 to 100 Feet. Water: 76 to 
78 F, choppy, currents. This is a really 
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great live-aboard company, comparable 
and sometimes better than Aggressor 
Fleet). Blue o Two dive guides are all 
knowledgeable, and ready to help in any 
way. The boat crew is always there to 
help when you need it. Most of the dives 
are from a Zodiac, but they make it easy. 
The cooks are superb! Once a week they 
put out a full turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings (how they accomplish this in 
a 3-foot x 6-foot galley space is beyond 
me!). Food overall is really good, healthy 
and plentiful. Our trip was to The Broth-
ers Islands, Elphinstone, Daedalus, etc. I 
wish we could have spent the whole week 
on The Brothers. The soft corals were 
awesome! Tons of fish, big ones (ham-
merheads, oceanic white tips) and little 
ones. Lots of stuff here for everyone. UW 
Photography Comments: Dry table space 
for photographers was one deck level up 
from the dive equipment. A good place 
to charge batteries and keep everything 
dry, but inconvenient if you forget it’s up 
there and you already have your tank on.

Blueotwo, Blue Fin, April 2009, Stepha-
nie (stephaga2003@yahoo.com), Nico-
sia, Cyprus. Experience: 51-100 dives. 
Vis: 20 Meters. Water: 22 to 23 C, calm, 
choppy, currents. I had a wonderful time 
on Blue o Two - Blue Fin (www.blueot-
wo.com). The boat was full, with 24 div-
ers, two dive masters, and 10 crew. The 
week was a special week for HAYAH -- 
Reef clean-up in association with HEP-
CA (www.hepca.com). We performed 
21 dives for the week, and three of them 
were reef clean-ups. We collected approx 
300 kg of trash (clothes, towels, bottles, 
yogurt cups, oil filters, etc.) from the 
reefs. The dive masters provided daily 
talks about coral health, impacts, and 
conservation. The accommodations and 
food were good; plenty of hot water, 
beverages. Blue Fin has a small equip-
ment deck, so we had to get ready in two 
different groups. Blue o Two paid good 
attention to safety, making sure all divers 

had buddies, understood how to inflate 
the SMBs, provided detailed dive brief-
ings (we did have some strong currents 
this week), the crew was always alert for 
divers while diving, and would promptly 
get the Zodiac to get them. The rental 
equipment (BCD, computers, and Regs) 
was in excellent condition. Wetsuits were 
branded with Blue o Two on the chest 
and right leg -- which it made it easy to 
spot fellow divers underwater when there 
was more than one boat in the area. The 
diving was in the Northern Red Sea and 
out of Hurghada. Sites visited: Small 
Gubal Island, Abu Nuhas, Ras Moham-
med, Thistlegorm, Sha’ab El Erg, among 
others . Leave port on Saturday morning 
-- three dives; Sunday-Wednesday four 
dives, Thursday two dives. It was a good 
mixture of reef diving and wreck diving. 
We didn’t see many turtles, no sharks 
or mantas, and a few pods of dolphins. 
The large fish schools and sharks are just 
now coming into season (beginning in 
May) for the northern Red Sea. The fish 
life was abundant, hard/soft corals are 
plentiful, and small life good; plenty of 
blue spotted stingrays, giant moray eels 
(and other eels), wrasses, nudibranchs. 
Dives consisted of: Diving from/to boat, 
diving from/to Zodiacs, drift dives, night 
dives. Thistlegorm is a wonderful dive, 
but most operators from Hurghada and 
Sharm el Sheik are damaging it. They 
are tying directly onto the wreck! In 
high season, there are more than 20 day 
boats with approximately 20 people each 
on the sites. All the bubbles are rusting 
the wreck quickly. Blue o Two is one of 
only two operators that do not tie to the 
wreck and support a permanent moor-
ing system for the Thistlegorm. Without 
action, the Thistlegorm will not be able 
to be penetrated in the next few years. 
Diving in the Red Sea is always a chal-
lenge with currents, surges, and waves. 
UW Photography Comments: Dive 
masters provided a special UW Photog-
rapher class, but also assisted in getting 
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cameras set up to reduce the ‘blue’ and 
showed tips/tricks on how to modify 
pictures in Photoshop.

Emperor Fleet, Superior, May 2009, 
Terry Gee (TGeeVet@AOL.com), El 
Paso, TX. Experience: Over 1000 dives. 
Vis: 20 to 40 Feet. Water: 73 to 78 F, 
choppy. The worst live-aboard I have 
ever been on. When we arrived, we were 
not greeted by the crew, just ushered into 
the central lounge, where we were left 
sitting with a glass of orange juice while 
two members of the crew fussed with a 
dive briefing computer projector. After 
five or ten minutes of being ignored, my 
group began ask questions of the crew, 
like who are you, what is your position 
on the boat, is anyone going to address 
us and tell us what is going on? The head 
of the dive operation, Hany, an Egyp-
tian, and his assistant, Rick, a Canadian, 
answered our questions, but volunteered 
no further information. Hany then gave 
the most negative assessment of our dive 
itinerary imaginable. He said we would 
experience 5- to 15-foot seas all the way 
south, and once there, would continue 
to be battered by the heavy seas, as no 
shelter existed where we were going. He 
convinced my group of 20 divers that 
they should not undertake such a har-
rowing sail. They convinced us to instead 
go to the northern itinerary, where there 
was little to see. The boat is nice inside, 
but is the poorest layout for divers I have 
ever encountered. There are two rows of 
tanks running port to starboard, with 
about two feet between the benches they 
are attached to. Twenty divers in that 
space attempting to suit up for a dive 
at the same time is not only extremely 
difficult, but down-right dangerous, as 
a dropped weight belt or other heavy 
item has little chance of avoiding toes 
and feet. Moving in and out of the 
confined area was extremely difficult. We 
were advised that we were not to throw 
anything into the water. Even the toilets 

were not to be used for toilet paper. Then 
we observed the galley crew throwing all 
their trash overboard after every meal 
-- not only food products, but paper, etc. 
The reefs reflected this abuse -- there 
was trash everywhere. Our charter was 
booked as Sunday through Saturday. 
But Hany suddenly informed us Friday 
morning that we were to be put ashore 
Friday at noon. They did arrange for us 
to stay in a nice resort, but there was no 
diving or laid-back live-aboard ambi-
ance. They had another group coming 
onboard that afternoon, and needed us 
off so they could prepare the boat for 
the new group. So it became evident that 
the reason we received such a negative 
briefing telling us that sailing south was 
too dangerous was so they could have 
us at the unload dock by noon Friday 
instead of Saturday. Had we gone south, 
we would have been underway all day 
Friday. I find it difficult to believe the 
Emperor people would do so to a group 
of experienced divers who have dived 
extensively around the world. In a letter 
to them, I laid out my complaints for the 
group, and was told they were simply 
making a judgment call and saving us 
from ourselves by not letting us go south. 
They said there were people in my group 
who weren’t in good-enough shape to 
handle the diving in the southern itiner-
ary. There was never a notice or warning 
in any of their online or precharter 
information warning that your group 
might be discriminated against if there 
were any older or heavy divers in the 
group. In my experience, the dive opera-
tors leave it up to the divers to determine 
dives they think they can or cannot 
handle. Our equipment was not cleaned 
for us, no rinse tanks were made avail-
able for us, and we left the boat with gear 
partially packed and dirty. The confu-
sion surrounding the sudden departure 
left us in Hurghada without the bags we 
needed for overnighting there. It took 
over two hours to get the office to send 
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all our gear to the resort so we could dig 
through it and find the things we needed 
for the day, that night and then for the 
flight to Cairo the next day. UW Photog-
raphy Comments: There were no UWP 
facilities on the boat. 

Emperor Fleet, Emperor Elite, June 
2009, Jim Garren (jkgarren@juno.com), 
Boynton Beach, FL. Experience: 251-500 
dives. Vis: 40 to 80 Feet. Water: 80 to 
82 F, choppy. This was only our second 
live-aboard, so our experience is limited, 
but it was much better than the first one 
to the Great Barrier Reef, so it receives 
high marks. We paid extra for the largest 
suite in the bow of the boat, and the ac-
commodations were excellent. However, 
this was not the best choice for my wife, 
who is subject to mal-de-mer. The dive 
itinerary (Only the Best) was chosen for 
being far offshore beyond the reach of 
the many day boats operating from Port 
Ghalib and Marsa Alam, large pelagics 
are the primary featured attraction. Dive 
locations included the Brothers Islands 
and Daedalus Reef in the south central 
Red Sea. The typical strong currents at 
these locations require that divers who 
book this itinerary be AOW-certified, 
with a minimum of 50 logged dives. 
Strong winds, rough conditions, and 
long travel distances made several days 
uncomfortable for my wife Karen, ac-
centuated by our location in the bow 
of the boat. Visibility was good, but not 
excellent, due in part to the rough seas. 
Aside from one close encounter with a 
huge manta, we were somewhat disap-
pointed by the lack of photo opportuni-
ties with the shark species encountered, 
which are advertised as the primary 
attraction. While we could see and 
identify gray reef, great hammerhead, 
and oceanic whitetip sharks, visibility 
prevented good photos. Other divers 
identified thresher sharks as well, but no 
one had much success photographing 
them. We were surprised by the huge 

variety of small fish and brilliant corals. 
Friendly Napoleon wrasse nearly the size 
of Goliath grouper and many tropical 
species not seen previously. Food was 
plentiful, and good quality. The entire 
staff was cheerful and attentive. Dive 
guides were available for those who 
wanted them, but divers were permit-
ted to dive their own profiles within the 
guidelines described. Much of the diving 
was done by drops from Zodiac tenders; 
the mother ship remained fixed to moor-
ing balls located in the calmest spot 
at the offshore locations. In the rough 
conditions during our trip, boarding the 
Zodiacs in full dive gear was a challenge 
at times. The ride to the drop zone could 
also be uncomfortable, depending on the 
travel distance. Depending on location 
and current, some dives were permit-
ted directly from the dive deck for those 
who disliked the Zodiac ride. Many of 
our live-aboard companions hailed from 
Europe. Americans were in the minority. 
Emperor Divers also operates the Marina 
Lodge Hotel in Port Ghalib, home port 
for several live-aboard boats including 
Elite. We spent one night in the hotel. 
Accommodations were comfortable, 
and good food in the hotel restaurant. 
We were a little disappointed at the lack 
of location-specific dive souvenirs in 
Emperor’s dive shop, also on the prem-
ises. Emperor day boat trips can also be 
booked from this location. The sum-
mer months normally offers optimum 
dive conditions, but Mother nature did 
not read the same brochure. Summer 
months are the off season for land-based 
tourism -- consequently, Egyptian do-
mestic airline schedules are reduced dur-
ing the period. This required us to make 
a long trip by car from Hurghada to Port 
Ghalib near Marsa Alam that would not 
be required in the winter months. No 
one goes to Egypt without a visit to the 
pyramids and ancient temples, and we 
were no exception. There is a reason non 
diver types consider winter to be the 
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travel season -- all land-based activities 
were planned for early morning, and it 
was still hotter than you know where! 
UW Photography Comments: Storage 
space for camera rigs was limited on the 
dive deck, but fresh water was always 
available for rinsing post-dive.

Emperor Superior, September 2009, 
Jeanne and Bill Downey (travelexpert@
comcast.net), Baden, PA. Experience: 
Over 1000 dives. Vis: 50 to 100 Feet. 
Water: 78 to 82 F, calm. As safe as or safer 
than other destinations. We flew Egypt 
Air from JFK. We carried on two items 
each, and were allowed two check-in 
pieces weighing 50 pounds each. The 
economy seats seemed a tad larger, with 
a little more legroom. There were no 
seat-back TV screens, so we watched 
three bad movies and ate two OK meals. 
We flew non-stop to Cairo, the largest 
city in Africa. At JFK and elsewhere, 
we were escorted by a representative of 
Learning Through Travel or the Emperor 
Fleet. Manal, involved in the tourist busi-
ness over 20 years, is a gem. In Cairo, we 
stayed at the Mena House Oberoi Hotel, 
right next to the three great pyramids, 
including Cheops’. We were introduced 
to Egyptian cuisine -- really different. 
Over the course of our two weeks, we 
learned to embrace buffet meals where 
we could pick and choose and actually 
see what we were about to eat. Most of 
us had stomach issues at some point 
during the trip. We did not drink tap 
water anywhere, even in the hotels; 
bottled water is cheap. While we were 
touring, our dive luggage headed for 
Hurghada via truck, so we wouldn’t have 
to pay overweight fees on the domestic 
flight from Cairo to Hurghada. Unfortu-
nately, the wake-up call was at 1:30 A.M. 
to catch the 5 A.M. flight. We arrived in 
Hurghada so early, nothing was open. 
There appeared to be a mix-up -- as we 
couldn’t board the live-aboard until late 
afternoon; they finally decided to put us 

on a day boat, which ended up being a 
good experience. We threw our dive gear 
into baskets and boarded the boat. A 
lot of day boats go out from Hurghada, 
so we had to be careful to re-board 
the same boat we jumped off! The fish 
mostly looked familiar, but had different 
color schemes. The second dive I count-
ed 19 lionfish. We boarded the Emperor 
Superior around 5 P.M. The Superior is 
a good-looking wooden boat, with large, 
comfortable sitting and dining areas. The 
cabins, except for the two in the bow, are 
nice-sized, with two side-by-side twin 
beds; the bow cabins have bunk beds; 
they try to only put one person in those. 
There was adequate storage space. The 
bathrooms had small, separate shower 
areas, and plenty of counter space. The 
dive deck is large, but there are two rows 
of tanks facing each other with not that 
much room between them, so it can 
get congested, especially with the crew 
trying to help. The dive entry area was 
big enough for several people to don 
fins at the same time. Nitrox is included 
on the Superior, and the tanks are DIN, 
with convertible inserts available. Fills 
were quick, and right on the money. The 
camera table is tiny, with small cubicles 
above. One DSL takes up all the space, 
so the three coffee tables in the lounge 
area became camera tables. All meals 
were buffet. Breakfast consisted of cereal, 
toast, eggs, and meat. Lunch and dinners 
might have fish, pasta, chicken, and/
or beef, soup, salad, rolls, vegetables, 
and some type of dessert. Several types 
of cookies, hot water, tea, cocoa, sodas, 
and instant coffee were always available. 
Wine and beer were extra. Although 
not all the food was to my taste, I didn’t 
go hungry. The diving ranged from 
good to way cool; likewise, the visibility 
ranged from a not-so-good 40 feet to a 
spectacular 100+ feet, sometimes during 
the same dive. We did four dives most 
days, starting with a wake-up call at 5:30 
A.M., 6 A.M. dive, breakfast, 10:30 dive, 
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lunch, 2:30 dive, 7 P.M. night dive, and 
finally dinner. I didn’t like the early start, 
but long intervals between dives were 
great, and four dives a day are enough 
for me, especially since dives lasted 
60-80 minutes. We saw several crocodile 
fish, pipefish, a couple Spanish danc-
ers and their eggs, clown fish of various 
kinds, many turtles and eels, Napoleon 
wrasse, and of course, colorful reef fish. 
We dived a couple wrecks, including the 
Thistlegorm, with trucks, motorbikes, 
and even a locomotive engine. The coral 
is healthy-looking. Although the diving 
mostly didn’t strike me as spectacular, 
it was never boring; the less-traveled 
divers were constantly enthralled. Most 
dives were from the Superior, although a 
few required inflatable rides. One diver, 
while stepping down into the inflatable, 
slipped, fell, and broke her leg. She was 
transported to a hospital, where she had 
surgery. She was treated well there, and 
is also now an enthusiastic supporter of 
DAN. Between dives, there were plenty 
of places to hang out -- the lounge, the 
sundeck one level up, or the covered 
fly bridge; it was pretty neat coming 
up from a dive with a view of the Sinai 
Peninsula. The Superior can handle 20 
divers; with the 13 of us it was excep-
tionally roomy. We were allotted two 
large bath towels, two smaller towels, and 
one beach towel for the week. We had 
to keep track of our beach towels, and 
of course, they were never warm. There 
were two showers on the dive deck, not 
always warm, but there was plenty of 
hot water in the cabins. Bath soap was 
provided, but not shampoo. Reluctantly 
leaving the Emperor Superior, we took 
a five-hour bus ride to Luxor, where our 
hotel overlooked the Nile River. The 
touring was amazing, even in the 100+ 
degree dry heat. We had a buffet dinner 
on the Royal Lily, one of the many Nile 
River cruise boats. UW Photography 
Comments: Two rinse tanks on boat. 
Extremely small camera table.

MY Emperor Infinity, September 2008, 
David Reubush (davereubush@cox.
net), Toano, VA. Experience: 501-1000 
dives. Vis: 40 to 100 Feet. Water: 83 to 
85 F, calm, no currents. The boats leave 
from Port Ghaleb. If you don’t fly into 
Marsa Alam (we didn’t. I don’t think 
they fly there from Cairo every day), you 
will fly into Hurghada and spend three 
hours on a bus going south. However, 
the trip is sort of interesting. There are 
vast stretches of desert interspersed with 
resorts or resorts under construction or 
resorts that were started and then aban-
doned. Port Ghaleb is also an interesting 
place. A Kuwaiti oil guy is building a 
whole resort town in the middle of no-
where. Right now there is an all-inclusive 
resort, docks where the live-aboards 
are, and a whole bunch of shops with 
condos above. Included are a Pizza Hut, 
a TGI Friday’s, a couple of coffee shops, 
a number of tourist junk stores, and a 
number of empty spots. Diving is better 
than the Caribbean, but not as good 
as Indonesia (but is much easier to get 
to). I took about half the number of 
pictures per dive as I did in Indonesia 
(Wakatobi’s Pelagian). You will also find 
anywhere from six to eight or more boats 
at any of the dive sites. Everybody either 
anchors to the reef (read coral dam-
age) or ties up to another boat. (Note: 
Seacology is helping to fund the instal-
lation of mooring buoys at a number of 
spots. This should help minimize coral 
damage, but there are lots of locations 
that need buoys. So I solicit a donation 
to Seacology.) About two-thirds of the 
diving is from Zodiacs. I did not see any 
Zodiac with a ladder. You gear up on the 
live-aboard, step down into the Zodiac, 
and do a back roll at the site. At the end 
of the dive, you take off your gear in the 
water, hand it up to the Zodiac driver, 
and it is the old “beached whale” routine 
getting back into the Zodiac. There is so 
much Zodiac traffic that the standard 
procedure is to send up either your or 
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your buddy’s safety sausage at the end of 
every dive while doing your hang at 15 
feet so nobody runs over you. One of the 
dive masters said two people had been 
killed at Sharm by September 2008 by 
being run over. The standard day is only 
three dives. Americans were 10 out of 11 
divers on our boat, so they tried to give 
us four dives most days. (Wake-ups were 
often at 5:00 A.M. on the four-dive days.) 
There were some days we didn’t get four 
dives because we spent a lot of time 
motoring between sites. There was also 
one night that we motored all night with 
a strong wind and high seas, so the boat 
really rocked and rolled. On a night dive 
at a Sataya, lots and lots of lionfish have 
learned to use divers’ lights as a hunting 
aid. I would try to take a picture and my 
modeling light would attract a bunch of 
lionfish that would get between me and 
the subject I was trying to shoot. I would 
then have to use the light to lead them 
away and quickly swing back and take 
the picture before they returned. I have 
to give the dive operation mixed reviews. 
On a positive note, most of the crew 
were service-oriented, and the food was 
really good. Unfortunately, the negatives 
somewhat overwhelmed the positives 
from the crew. The boat seemed to have 
been designed by someone who had 
never done any diving. The small gear 
area was oriented transversely across 
the boat, with the wetsuits hung up at 
both ends so you had to make your way 
through them to get to your equipment 
station. There were no camera facilities 
other than a rinse tank dedicated to cam-
eras (but too small for all the cameras) 
and a charging station. The cabins were 
relatively small, with poor storage. (I was 
traveling solo, and was matched with 
another solo traveler). Both my buddy 
and I were photographers, and if there 
had not been an empty cabin I was able 
to move to, there would not have been 
room for us and our equipment. There 
was also a huge salon on the upper deck 

that was never used, other than a place 
for some of the crew to sleep. There were 
no towels after the dives. You had to par-
tially drip dry before going down to your 
cabin. Plus, there was the mystery a/c 
man. If left alone and run long enough, 
the air conditioning would keep your 
cabin and the salon comfortable; how-
ever, if you left your cabin for even five 
minutes, the a/c man would come along 
and turn the a/c off. So, after most dives 
you would come back to a hot cabin. 
Similarly, the salon a/c would be turned 
off if there was nobody in it, including 
when we would go into the next room 
for meals. So, most areas of the boat were 
often unnecessarily hotter than what 
was comfortable. While the business 
side of the operation was first-class, the 
operations side needs to step up their 
level of customer service to meet the 
expectations of the typical U.S. customer. 
UW Photography Comments: The boat 
was not set up for photographers, other 
than a small rinse tank and a charging 
station for batteries. I had to ask for a 
towel to dry my housing off. There was 
no convenient location to work on the 
camera/housing.

MY Emperor Infinity, April 2009, Paul 
McDonald (pmcdonald@psmi.us), 
Houston, TX. Experience: 550+ dives. 
Vis: 25 to 75 feet. Water: 72 to 76 F, calm 
and flat, choppy, surge, strong currents, 
no currents. Big boat comfortable. 
Diving below expectation. Too many 
divers on boat. Had poor conditions for 
photographers. Was not flexible with 
dive opportunities. Seem to be more 
concerned about schedule than about 
the quality of dive experience.

Tornado Fleet, Whirlwind, July 2009, 
Jack M. Bernstein (jack.bernstein@
gmail.com), Englewood, OH. Experi-
ence: 251-500 dives. Vis: 50 to 80 Feet. 
Water: 78 to 82 F, calm. This was a mixed 
trip. Wrecks and reefs. We flew on a char-
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ter from Gatwick to Sharm non-stop. 
We hated the Airline, Monarch. Imagine 
being a sardine, but tighter. Didn’t arrive 
‘til almost midnight, and got to the dive 
boat at 2 A.M. In order to avoid crowds 
of day boats, we frequently dove early in 
the day. Currents weren’t too bad. Vis-
ibility was a little disappointing -- water 
was relatively warm. When it is cooler, 
the vis is better. For our group, lots of 
dives on Shark Reef. Amazing wall. Lots 
of fish. We loved the Napoleon wrasse. 
At this time of year, we also saw lots of 
schools of fish such as snappers, unicorn 
fish and spade fish. My wife and I didn’t 
like diving from the RIBS (pangas). We 
would have preferred to dive off the 
main boat. Dive profiles were whatever 
you could do safely. All the divers were 
experienced. Generally 40- to 70-minute 
dives. The boat was comfortable. Cabins 
large enough, but they had an off odor 
of sewage on occasion. The crew covered 
it up with deodorizing sprays. Food was 
OK, but a bit institutional. No real cof-
fee, just instant. For the price, this was a 
good deal. Getting there on the charter 
was a bit dodgy (missed our connection 
on return). UW Photography Com-
ments: This was a workshop for under-
water photographers. Lots of recharge 
stations and electric plugs (European 
plugs). There were so many photogra-
phers, it was sometimes difficult to find 
a place to work. High-powered air to dry 
camera.

SUDAN
Don Questo, April 2009, Chris Hei-
nbach, Alexandria, VA. Experience: 
101-250 dives. Vis: 60 to 100 Feet. Water: 
80 to 82 F, calm, currents. Spent two 
weeks aboard the Don Questo in the 
deep Southern Sudanese Red Sea -- 
Suakin Archipelago and below. Remote. 
Rarely even a fishing boat seen. Pristine 

reefs, large schools of jacks, barracuda, 
sweetlips, tuna. Large schools of ham-
merheads. Sharks on every dive -- silkys, 
grey tips, black tips. One site had a group 
of 6-8 tiger sharks. Unbelievable coral 
formations and sheer quantity of life. Ex-
perienced captain, divemaster, and crew. 
Quite strong currents on occasion. Not 
for beginners. Dove from Zodiacs. Boat 
well set up for diving. Accommodations 
are not luxurious, but adequate. Food 
was quite good. Sudan was laid-back. No 
problems or hassles.

THAILAND
Colona VI, November 2008, Gail 
Kunkle, Orange, CA. Experience: 51-100 
dives. Vis: 50 to 60 Feet. Water: 81 to 84 
F, calm, no currents. We had an awe-
some experience on the Colona VI. The 
National Park in the Similan and Surin 
Islands opens on November 1st, and we 
boarded the boat on October 31st to 
be there on the 1st. We had four dives 
per day for five days, and two dives on 
the last day before we headed back to 
the mainland. There were 14 divers and 
seven crew, including two divemasters. 
Our divemaster, Big Steve, was fantas-
tic. We got our Advanced Open Water 
certification. Instead of getting just five 
instructional dives, Steve gave us instruc-
tion and diving tips on every dive. There 
were Italians, Americans, an Irishman, a 
Frenchman, and one from the UK. Big 
Steve was from the UK, and the other 
divemaster was Italian. We flew into 
Phuket the day before we were going to 
board the boat. The dive shop, Sunrise 
Divers, booked a taxi for me from the 
airport that was much cheaper than the 
taxi I booked from the hotel going back 
to the airport. The Colona group sent 
a note to my hotel confirming the time 
they were going to pick us up the next 
day. The van arrived on time, we headed 




