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almost four hours. This is probably be-
cause the dive sites are a long way away. 
The dive boat (dhoni) can be slow with 
16-18 people. The divers are divided up 
into 4-5 groups, dropped off and picked 
in their separate groups. The groups are 
spread out all over the reef. It takes a 
lot of time picking up and dropping off 
these separated groups. It just seemed to 
me we could have done two dives in the 
same time. Went to Manta Point three 
times; didn’t see a manta. The dive boat 
has a toilet but no camera bucket. Water, 
coffee, snacks, towels are given out after 
the dive. The service was great, just slow. 
Last couple of thoughts: I was told they 
would leave only 1.5 liters of bottles of 
water in the room daily. they desalinate 
and bottle their own water now. I had no 
trouble getting 3-4 bottles of water daily 
from the maid. If you tell them you are 
on your honeymoon, you will get some 
additional perks, so keep it in mind. No 
need to add a tip -- it’s included in all 
checks. Villa voltage is 240 .No rain. No 
mosquitoes.

Sub Aqua, Conrad Resort, July 2009, 
Bruce Praet (bpraet@aol.com), Orange, 
CA. Experience: 501-1000 dives. Vis: 75 
to 200 Feet. Water: 83 to 85 F, calm. Al-
though July is “monsoon season,” we had 
excellent weather and water conditions 
for 9 out of 10 days. My wife and I came 
up from our first dive exclaiming that 
it was one of the best we’ve ever done 
(reef was incredibly alive -- dozens of 
eels, several turtles, clown fish, lion fish, 
corals, etc.). Plenty of juvenile and adult 
reef sharks, and the whale sharks were 
certainly a highlight. Since they never 
anchor at a site (slow current drift div-
ing), there is no damage to the pristine 
reefs. Conrad Resort is certainly on the 
pricey side, but worth every penny, with 
exquisite beachside or overwater villas. 
Plenty of variety in food, and the staff 
is so attentive at both the resort and the 
dive operation that I had to get used to 

the constant (but not overwhelming) 
and friendly service. Our well-traveled 
kids (ages 6 and 10) were so impressed 
with- out facility with latest equipment. 
Sub Aqua is a topnotch dive operation, 
with safety as a top priority (all divers 
must complete a checkout dive), with 
computers required on all dives. Because 
of weight limits on the sea plane from 
Male to our Island (not rigidly enforced), 
we only packed our own regulators and 
masks, but found that rental equipment 
was all new, high-end and in great shape 
(it’s assigned to you for entire stay). No 
extra charge for Nitrox. There is unlim-
ited free shore diving (they’ll even carry 
your tanks to the site), but it pales in 
comparison to the boat sites. Since this 
was low season, the six-pack boats were 
never full, but staff never canceled a trip 
(except whale shark trip) because of too 
few divers. 

RED SEA
Europeans flock to the Red Sea for 
excellent live-aboard diving, scoff-
ing at Americans who miss the fine 
diving because of their inordinate 
fear of terrorism. Hurghada dive 
operators are failing to care for their 
reefs, so divers head farther south. 
Live-aboards get divers to the best 
Red Sea diving. Water temperatures 
can drop into the cool 60s during 
February and rise into the 80s by 
August. 

Djibouti
Djibouti Divers, January 2009, Ralph 
M. Bishop, Ithaca, NY. Experience: 
1000+ dives. Above water, Djibouti 
is a moonscape, but this trip, booked 
through Tony Backhurst Scuba in 
the UK, will satisfy even the most 
jaded whale shark addict. I was the only 
American on this one-week live-aboard 
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trip, but it was fun to see how the Brits, 
Russians and others dive. Brits are 
well trained, and even this old moss-
back learned a few tricks. Djibouti is a 
perfectly safe destination, located just 
North of Somalia. Lest people freak out 
at the mention of Somalia, Djibouti has 
a heavy French and American military 
presence, and the diving area is nowhere 
near the pirate-active areas. Its coastline 
is the most northern part of the Gulf of 
Aden; it is a former French colony. The 
main attraction in diving there is the 
gathering of hundreds of apparently-
adolescent whale sharks from November 
through January, where they feed and 
gather strength before dispersing to the 
wider oceans. Djibouti Divers runs one-
week live-aboard charters, which offer 
some SCUBA diving, and snorkeling 
with the whale sharks -- scuba would be 
a handicap in observing them, because 
they are mostly near the surface. The 
guides speak mainly French. The scuba 
diving is apparently better near the 
Brothers Islands, which are not the ones 
in the Red Sea, but are out of range to 
the north of this particular cruise. The 
scuba diving on this trip was only fair, 
but the whale sharks did not disappoint, 
as dozens were encountered, and one 
had to take care not to have them bump 
one while they were feeding. Appar-
ently this area formerly teemed with all 
kinds of sharks, but I was told they were 
fished out by the Yemenis. The boat was 
comfortable, with the twin cabins having 
bunks side-by-side, and not stacked. 
The food was not served in American-
sized portions, but was adequate. Tanks 
can be used yoke or DIN. The trip price 
includes a charter flight from London 
(Gatwick) through Paris to Djibouti, 
and a night in a luxurious hotel. At the 
end of the diving portion, there is the 
opportunity for a one- or two-day trip to 
the country’s interior. I took the one-day 
trip, and I would recommend doing it. I 
booked through Tony Backhurst Scuba 

in the UK. Weather was sunny and dry, 
with low humidity. 

Egypt 
Colona Dive Center, Moevenpick, Sep-
tember 2009, Kristin Farrag (kfarrag@
comcast.net), Dundee, IL. Experience: 
501-1000 dives. Vis: 50 to 75 Feet. Water: 
81 F, calm, choppy. This was our sixth 
stay in El Gouna (30-minute drive 
North of Hurghada). Our hotel, the 
Moevenpick, is a five-star, amenity-full 
resort with good food. This was my 
eighth experience with Colona Dive 
Center. We keep going back to them 
because the people treat us like family 
(and have since the first time), they are 
safety-minded, have great dive guides 
(all instructors), and the boat crews 
are helpful and friendly. It’s an overall 
excellent experience! UW Photography 
Comments: The boats have plenty of 
table space to work on inside. There is 
one small bucket of fresh water at the 
stern of the boat. If there are more than 
three photographers, it’s too small a rinse 
bucket. We have seen sharks, turtles, 
and dolphins many times, but not this 
trip. There had been several sightings of 
whale sharks during our week there, but 
unfortunately we did not see them.

THAILAND
The December 2004 tsunami af-
fected many of Thailand’s reefs, 
but live-aboards visit the areas that 
remained intact and excellent day 
boats from Phuket still make trips 
into the Andaman Sea to Richelieu 
Rock, where fish life can be excit-
ing.  While many Thailand-based 
live-aboards extend their trips into 
Myanmar, most live-aboards visit 
the Mergui Archipelago, which of-
fers tremendous biodiversity; and 
has only been open to divers since 




