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hole. I had a big stingray slide up on 
me from behind and almost come close 
enough to give me a kiss before I saw 
him. We missed out on Damas Rocks 
due to wind and current conditions 
over there, and the substitute of Lady’s 
Secret was nothing to write home about 
(another blue hole). The final day started 
with their traditional drift dive at Elbow 
Cay (which they handled well with that 
big boat), but the top of the reef wall was 
about 90 feet, and this had us pushing 
Deco way too fast. The last mooring was 
at Water Cay, as usual, which was a nice 
shallow area next to an island with an 
enchanting little lagoon in its center that 
was accessible through two big swim-
through channels. This area also held the 
only wreck of the trip, an old airplane 
sunk in about 30 feet and mostly broken 
up. The cabin areas were nicer than some 
I have endured, and relatively roomy. We 
would have liked some sort of a shelf or 
table at the head between the two single 
beds, however, for glasses, books, etc. We 
had the traditional Nekton wet spot on 
the floor in our room, but it was over by 
the door and stayed put, which didn’t 
bother us much. Air conditioning in the 
rooms was fine, but it got a little warm in 
the salon a few times. Food was excellent, 
as is usual for Nekton, and there was 
always plenty of it. Usual breakfast fare, 
and lunches were more imaginative than 
the usual burgers/sandwiches. Dinners 
were substantive, as always, with several 
nice entrees, including a sliced beef 
roast that must have been ribeye. They 
provided the normal Nekton selection of 
various non-carbonated drinks, like lem-
onade, iced tea, etc., and a pair of large 
coolers were provided for guests to keep 
their privately purchased soft drinks/
beer/booze, and they made their usual 
stop at a grocery store before bringing 
us all to the boat so people could stock 
up. Snacks were always available, rang-
ing from various packaged cookies and 
chips to fresh-baked bars and goodies. I 

did develop a damaged sync cord on my 
camera rig that shut down my strobes. I 
was luckily able to borrow a single sync 
cord from a fellow guest, and one work-
ing strobe was certainly better that none. 
Unfortunately, this same generous fellow 
developed a camera flood when someone 
put another camera in the rinse tank on 
top of his and dislodged the dome port 
from in front of it. Fresh water, thank-
fully, but still a disaster. My profound 
sympathy to a great guy. The trip ended 
with me falling halfway down a flight 
of steel stairs (which I had run up and 
down a zillion times on this trip without 
incident, but always barefoot before) 
as I was departing the boat at dockside 
in street clothes and shoes. I wrenched 
my side nicely, and the flight home was 
interesting, in spite of airport-obtained 
pain killers. Overall, the trip itself was 
great, and Nekton delivered their usual 
good value for the money. This was our 
second trip with them. UW Photography 
Comments: Cameras handled gently 
by staff. Two fairly large rinse tanks, 
but sometimes got crowded by all the 
cameras. Two large carpeted camera 
tables with compressed air available. No 
dedicated charging areas available, but 
120V. outlets in cabins and in salon.

BELIZE
Belize Aggressor III, December 
2008, David Schwab (pennsylvania.
dutchman@t-online.de), APO, AE. 
Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis: 10 to 30 
Meters. Water: 24 to 26 C, calm. Div-
ing was not challenging, but fun ... five 
dives a day were offered, and most of us 
couldn’t do that ... we needed more sur-
face interval time; but I got a lot of 60+ 
minute dives at a decent depth. The Blue 
Hole was fantastic, and Silver Caves had 
a lot of shark traffic. Most sites had de-
cent walls and a good amount of life on 
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the reefs. Not a lot of eels, crabs, lobsters 
or octopi; but there were good amounts 
of angelfishes, damselfishes, Hamlets, 
tarpon, etc. We saw sharks at one site 
only; occasional turtles, eagle rays and 
stingrays. Food and accommodations on 
board were excellent; drinks and snacks 
were available 24 hours; crew was avail-
able any time; AC and hot water were 
plentiful. Nitrox was available; cylinders 
were refilled shortly after each dive, and 
measures were in place to insure the 
right gas; top-offs were available if need-
ed. Safety was paramount -- crew took 
care of divers unable to carry equipment; 
assisted divers in/out of water; recorded 
everyone in/out of water. The crew was 
proactive in arranging land tours on 
return to Belize City; service-oriented. 
UW Photography Comments: Super 
table for photo equipment, except some 
divers found it convenient to use for 
non-photo items. Divers respected water 
bath for cameras; crew handled equip-
ment responsibly. Crew well informed 
about UW photography; PC available for 
diver use; separate dark room for crew 
to process trip photos and video. Crew 
provided CD with photos for free and 
DVD for $$$; both professional.

Belize Aggressor, April 2009, Scott Rent-
er (fireman_scott@hotmail.com), Ar-
vada, CO. Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis: 
20 to 80 Feet. Water: 78 to 79 F, choppy. 
Belize City itself appeared to be a canker 
on the behind of the Caribbean. Two 
other divers were accosted by beggars 
inside the “tourist area.” The weather for 
the week was windy and cloudy, which 
caused my small group to freeze while 
attending to our gear after diving. The 
first night’s ride from Belize City out to 
the week’s dive areas was pretty rough, 
complicated by a struggling A/C in our 
room. We had the upper deck cabin 
(well worth the price), where the rooms 
and boat were comparable to other 
live-aboards we’ve taken. We did have 

some insects in our room. The Nitrox 
fills averaged a bit low (28-30%), but it 
wasn’t really a problem. The reefs have 
decent life on them, but the hard corals 
are showing signs of pressure; many 
were covered with algae, and several were 
showing signs of disease. Diving was 
good but not great. Most was done off 
Lighthouse Reef and Long Caye. The last 
site of the trip on Turneffe was terrible; 
dead coral, little fish life, and a feeling of 
rough use caused me to skip the last dive 
of the trip. The crew was outstanding! 
Captains Marc and Jay made the trip. 
Dive pro Nadia was quite helpful and 
pleasant, while the cook and the steward 
were pleasant, but not overly friendly. 
The food was varied, and vegetarian 
options were accommodated easily and 
without attitude. We did have a great 
time, but we won’t be returning to Belize. 
If either Captain moves to a different 
boat, we would make a point of follow-
ing them. UW Photography Comments: 
Fairly large photo table with dry area for 
battery charging.

Sun Dancer, October 2008, Marilyn 
Sorrell, St. Petersburg, FL. Experience: 
251-500 dives. Vis: 20 to 30 Feet. Water: 
79 to 81 F, choppy, surge, currents. The 
cabins in the forward part of the boat are 
double beds, and cost more. However, 
because of the narrower location, the 
cabins are actually smaller than the 
twin bed ones. Even couples might want 
the extra space of a twin bed cabin. It 
was the captain’s last week with Peter 
Hughes, his girlfriend had just broken 
up with him (which he couldn’t shut up 
about!), and his attitude with the bad 
weather was: oh well, we’ll just stay in 
the one spot for the entire time, instead 
of trying to find better diving. This is 
the second time this has happened to 
us. The first time, on the Kona Aggres-
sor three years ago, three of the dive 
crew were moving on and it was their 
last week. Anyone who has ever worked 
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knows that when someone is moving 
on, their attitude becomes: who cares? 
Unfortunately, when making reserva-
tions months ahead, no one knows what 
the crew situation will be. However, for 
someone as important as the captain, 
the owner of the boat should have the 
replacement there as soon as possible, 
and hopefully, overlapping weeks with 
the departing captain. We also had a 
problem with short tank fills. For those 
of us who use more air, following the 
dive master was out of the question. We 
had a difficult time trying to locate the 
boat due to extreme weather conditions 
and poor viz. We tried several times to 
make the dive crew understand this, and 
we weren’t the only ones complaining. 
However, the rest of the crew besides the 
captain really did appear to be trying as 
best as they could without leadership. 
The meals were excellent, and everyone 
was friendly. Regarding diving, this was 
my second trip to Belize, but the first was 
14 years ago. Coral bleaching now is evi-
dent, and I thought fish life was sparse. 
Small critters were difficult to find. Most 
of the diving was over 50 to 60 feet. Due 
to the bad weather, night dives were 
out of the question. UW Photography 
Comments: Great camera table and rinse 
tanks. Clean towels always available.

Sun Dancer, December 2008, Ken, 
Toronto, ON. Experience: 501-1000 
dives. Vis: 50 to 80 Feet. Water: choppy, 
no currents. Fifth trip to this destination 
with Peter Hughes. Great easy diving. 
Did five dives on three dive sites per day. 
Fish life and diving service the same as 
before; always left me wanting to return. 
Included some new sites off Long Caye 
with an interesting profile -- top of reef 
was only about 20 feet (no hang bar 
here) with a vertical wall. Top of reef on 
other sites on Half Moon were deeper, 
around 40 feet. Since last trip boat had 
improved seating on the deck outside the 
dining lounge, new carpet and big flat 

screen TV and XM satellite radio in din-
ing lounge, DVD player and flat screen 
in our room, new carpet, hammocks 
and loungers on the upper deck. Even 
more copies of the Humann fish books 
onboard. Only 10 divers on this trip 
(nine crew), but almost everybody had 
digital cameras. No DSLRs, mostly low-
end point-and-shoots. This matches the 
trend I have noticed over the past couple 
of years. UW Photography Comments: 
two camera rinse tanks (one on each side 
of boat). Two multilevel camera tables 
(one on each side of the boat), tri-level 
charging station on dive deck with lots 
of outlets and multiple power bars. Crew 
placed camera on camera table after dive 
-- they did not pile them on top of each 
other in the rinse tank -- no surprise 
scratches or floods.

Sun Dancer II, March 2009, Craig 
Gibson, El Paso, TX. Experience: 251-
500 dives. Vis: 40 to 80 Feet. Water: 70 
to 75 F, calm, no currents. This was the 
best live-aboard trip I have had since I 
started diving 10 years ago. The facilities 
were well-maintained, and the food was 
fabulous. The crew went out of their way 
to make everything perfect (the captain 
and divemaster entertained one night 
with guitars), and the diving was great. 
Along with the great variety of wildlife, 
we saw eagle rays on several dives. The 
only disappointment was the Blue Hole. 
I guess it is nice to say that I have been 
diving there, but I would choose to skip 
it next time. 

Sun Dancer II, June 2009, Chuck and 
Nancy Anson, Oceanside, CA. Experi-
ence: 501-1000 dives. Vis: 40 to 100 Feet. 
Water: 80 to 83 F, choppy. Our 16th 
live-aboard trip, and second with Peter 
Hughes. This trip had all the compo-
nents necessary to satisfy our diving 
tastes: ease of travel to dive destination, 
healthy seas, moderate to good weather, 
beautiful boat with excellent crew and 
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five good dives every day. We choose 
destinations that are easy to get to -- i.e., 
does more than one airline service the 
destination so there is competition in 
pricing and flight options? Can you get 
there in a day? Can you complete all 
your travel on the same airline? Are there 
multiple flights to get you where you 
are going in case you miss a connection? 
Will you arrive at your destination in 
plenty of time to get to the boat before 
it departs from the dock? Belize fit the 
bill for us, and probably would for most 
Americans. Once we got there, the dive 
staff met us at the airport and took us 
directly to the boat even though it was 
mid-day -- no waiting around at some 
restaurant or marina until late at night 
to get onboard. Generous snacks were 
served throughout the early evening 
hours, eliminating the need to feed 
yourself ashore on your day of arrival. 
The dive deck was roomy; we never felt 
cramped even with everyone suiting up 
at the same time. They accommodated 
my request for a 60 cf tank, and reserved 
a spot for me near the ladder for ease of 
entry and exit. For the camera crowd, 
there are two camera tables and two 
rinse buckets for cameras only, one on 
each side of the dive deck. On-deck 
showers and dunk tanks for wet suits 
were available, so you can rinse often 
and not offend your dive deck neighbors. 
There was plenty of shade on the sun-
deck for those who need to watch their 
sun exposure between dives. Breakfast 
and lunch were buffet-style, but dinner 
was served to your table every night 
from the most beautiful kitchen I have 
ever seen on a dive boat, and included 
a delicious dessert. Alcoholic beverages 
were included in the price of the cruise, 
but drink-and-dive restrictions were 
strictly observed. We had a room with 
a king bed, and there was still enough 
space for two end tables on either side 
of the bed for books and personal items. 
Each room has a large picture window 

that let in plenty of light. There was 
ample in-room storage in full-length 
closets, drawers and overhead built-in 
cabinets. The weather was windy with 
some chop, so we spent most of our time 
on the leeward side of the atolls. We dove 
mostly around Long Caye, and made it 
over to Half Moon Caye when the winds 
died down. We liked the diving around 
Half Moon Caye the best. The walls had 
excellent shallows to tool around in if 
you don’t like going deep, and there was 
plenty of life at any level to make the div-
ing worthwhile. We saw lots of eagle rays 
and turtles, horse eye jacks and tarpon, 
free-swimming green morays and queen 
trigger, grouper and gray angelfish. For 
colorful sponges -- yellow, orange, pur-
ple, blue, green, pink, etc., Belize is your 
destination. We were surprised to see 
a large variety of hard corals including 
staghorn, which is an excellent indica-
tor of the health of the reef. For those of 
you who like macro photography, Belize 
has plenty of unusual subjects. We saw 
decorator crabs and slender file fish, red 
snapping shrimp, peppermint shrimp, 
juvenile drum fish, sailfin blenny, pike 
blenny, roughhead triplefin blenny, ar-
row blenny, bluebell tunicates and the 
pea-sized juvenile smooth trunkfish. 
We did the obligatory Blue hole dive, 
but didn’t see any sharks. Peter Hughes 
includes dinner on board Friday night so 
you don’t have to fend for yourself in Be-
lize City, which can be rough and make 
for a difficult trip home the next day. 
We did all of this during one of Peter 
Hughes’ buddy weeks, where your buddy 
goes for half price. UW Photography 
Comments: Two large tables, air, camera 
towels, two separate large tanks, even a 
small tank by the tables to leak test prior 
to dives, crew handling professional.
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