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jammed with tourist divers. Keep 
hurricane season in mind.

High Tide Water Sports, All Seasons 
Resort-Europa, September 2008, Carl 
McDaniels (Lracmcd@msn.com), 
Green Valley, AZ. Experience: 101-250 
dives. Vis: 20 to 75 Feet. Water: 83 to 
84 F, calm, choppy, currents. The resort 
and diving operation were selected by 
our local dive shop because we had 20+ 
divers and it seemed a “moneys worth” 
deal. The resort had seen better days, the 
dive operation that was terrible. Chicken 
breast dinner with fries and two beers for 
US$52. This was at a local restaurant, not 
an upscale, posh resort. Barbados has a 
reputation for high food prices, and that 
could possibly be why there is so little 
fish on the dive sites. The locals eat them. 
High Tide Water Sports was selected 
because it had two dive boats capable 
of accommodating approximately 12 
persons each, and we believed we would 
all be able to dive as a group using both 
boats. What occurred on each of our 
5 dive days was our entire group was 
placed on one boat while the other dive 
boat was used by High Tide Water Sports 
to transport 6-10 other divers from other 
locations or resorts. This made our pre-
diving conditions intolerable. Not only 
was the boat unsafe because of over-
loading, but one of the two motors was 
constantly dying due to bad repairs. We 
were forced to change into gear in shifts 
due to so many divers on board. This 
was time-consuming, and often made 
our two dive boat trip to close-in local 
sites into a 4- to 6-hour day. We were 
instructed to be at the dive boat by 8:30 
A.M. each day, but the boat was rarely 
loaded and ready to leave before 10:00 
A.M. Once aboard and ready to dive, 
we often encountered fills -- anywhere 
from 1800 psi. to 2500 psi. Although we 
were informed that our gear would be 
cleaned on a daily basis and stored in a 
secure facility, we had to carry the gear 

to the so-called facility over extremely 
rough terrain due to soft sand and high 
levels to reach on many occasions. The 
cleaning by the crew was a joke. All gear 
was thrown into a pile and watered 
down by a hose. There was no dunk 
tank as promised. The dive masters were 
excellent and attentive, and the pre-dive 
briefings were for the most part well 
presented. Although the island itself is 
beautiful and the history is such that 
a visit can be worthwhile, the diving is 
only so-so, and the overall costs for food 
and local transportation are prohibi-
tive. Be prepared to spend much more 
money than what you might expect to 
spend at other Caribbean locations. UW 
Photography Comments: A fresh water 
bucket was provided, but was constantly 
contaminated by masks, etc.

BELIZE
Inside the world’s second-largest 
barrier reef, English-speaking Belize 
sports three major atolls. Good div-
ing is reachable from live-aboards or 
from resorts on the offshore cayes. 
The deeply-cut, spur-and-groove 
coral reefs of the rapidly developing 
Ambergris Caye are interesting but 
disappointing to many experienced 
divers. Outer cayes have better 
diving. While there, take a couple 
days to visit Mayan ruins, the Jaguar 
Preserve, or take river tours. Belize is 
about a two-hour flight from Hous-
ton, lies in the hurricane belt and 
takes frequent hits. 

Ambergris Caye
Ambergris Divers, Xanadu, September 
2009, Dennis Lewis (basileuslewisd@
msn.com), Fresno, CA. Experience: 51-
100 dives. Vis: 30 to 100 Feet. Water: 80 
to 83 F, calm, no currents. Loved Xanadu 
Resort. The staff (and the local popu-
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lation) was happy and helpful. Much 
better than the “American” hotels around 
the Caye. Nice beach and pool. Carts at 
a good price. You need to get into town. 
Most of the week with Ambergris Divers 
on the local reef. Picked this shop since 
they do not assault the sea life like the 
others do. Same dive every day, just a 
different name -- Tuffee, Dos Cocos, 
Esmeralda, etc. The coral is in bad shape, 
few fish and all small except for the nurse 
sharks. Hol Chan was much better, with 
good sea life and better coral life, but 
we had to fight to get there. We were the 
only divers on the boat each day, so I sort 
of understand why the shop wanted to 
stay close, but after a week, you would 
think they would want to show us some-
thing nice -- since I had been complain-
ing about how poor the diving had been 
(and about the short dive times). They 
gave in only for the last day. We went 
with Aqua Dives for a trip to the Blue 
Hole. Yes, you have to do it once. The 
diving out around Half Moon Caye was 
wonderful -- healthy coral, big and little 
fish. Hundreds of schooling fish filled the 
water. Turtles and barracuda made my 
day. However, the DM would not stop 
feeding and playing with the fish. No 
diver responded, but that didn’t stop him 
from assaulting everything he saw. If we 
go again, we will skip Ambergris and go 
to Hopkins or Turneffe. UW Photogra-
phy Comments: A small bucket on the 
boat is all there was. 

Amigos del Mar, Mayan Princess, July 
2009, Michael J. Millet (michael.millet@
comcast.net), Dublin, CA. Experience: 
Over 1000 dives. Vis: 50 to 75 Feet. Wa-
ter: 82 to 84 F, choppy. Ambergris Caye 
has become quite developed, and the lo-
cal reefs reflect this growth. This was my 
fourth dive trip to AC; my first was about 
10 years ago. The marine life on the local 
reefs has noticeably diminished. There 
are few shrimp or crab; fish usually seen 
in larger numbers such as chromis and 

butterflyfish are minimal. There were 
several angelfish, especially rock beauties. 
The local reefs do have a decent quantity 
of larger fish -- groupers, nurse sharks, 
green morays. These critters are used to 
being fed by the local dive operators, and 
will respond to the arrival of the dive 
boat, greeting you as you enter the water. 
Without such baiting, it is questionable 
how many of these larger fish would be 
around, since the reefs are lacking their 
natural prey -- other live fish. If you have 
a problem with dive guides handing fish, 
then do not dive with ADM. Our dive 
guide, Tony, routinely will manhandle 
nurse sharks and black groupers, giving 
them to divers to hold. The fish don’t 
seem to mind it; but it does seem a bit 
unnatural. The eagle rays are the high-
light of the diving. Eagle Ray Canyon 
always has a few. This dive site is inside 
the marine park, so there is a $10/day fee 
to dive here. It is worth the $. ADM does 
run a nice, large, comfortable boat out 
the outer reefs. I did a three-tank trip to 
Turneffe Reef. The diving is much better 
on the outer reefs -- hardly any develop-
ment. This trip takes all day, departing 
at 6:30 A.M. and returning about 5:00 
P.M. The Mayan Princess is in the middle 
of San Pedro and just a few steps from 
ADM. It is modest, but comfortable 
with friendly staff. It will be a long while 
before I return to AC. The only real at-
traction is the eagle rays. I would again 
do a live-aboard to the outer reefs. 

Aqua Dives, Sunbreeze Hotel, Decem-
ber 2008, Watt Hinson (whinson@
sbcglobal.net), Bay City, TX. Experi-
ence: 501-1000 dives. Vis: 40 to 100 
Feet. Water: 78 to 80 F, choppy, surge, 
no currents. I booked the hotel and 
dive package through Bay Adventures. 
Everything was as we requested, includ-
ing three adjoining rooms on the second 
floor of the hotel. Flights were direct 
from Houston; on time and no missing 
luggage. The Sunbreeze is a step up from 
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most dive hotels. The rooms were large, 
beds comfortable, and plenty of hot 
water. Refrigerators and TVs are in each 
room. Maid service was dependable. The 
rooms do not have balconies -- rather, 
they open onto a common outside walk-
way. As a result, our drying wetsuits and 
gear were open to anyone who walked 
by, although nothing came up missing. 
The restaurant and bar were excellent, al-
though somewhat expensive. Aqua Dives 
provided good service. We book the 
standard two-tank trips, but upgraded to 
three tanks per day for six days when we 
checked in and requested nitrox for three 
of the divers. Our gear (BCs and regs) 
was on the boat each day with the correct 
tanks. The nitrox mix was dead on 32% 
every tank. While catering to recreational 
divers, the DM did allow me freedom to 
dive my own profile as long as I came up 
with the group. Eric (our primary DM) 
was excellent; briefings were thorough, 
and he went out of his way to ID fish life. 
I heard nothing but excellent comments 
about him from other divers on the 
boats. We did book the Blue Hole trip 
(three dives plus lunch). Took the whole 
family (four divers and two snorkel-
ers); all had a good time. The dive shop 
provided a guide for the snorkelers, 
which was a nice plus. I normally prefer 
to be with more experienced divers and 
allowed more freedom. I think they offer 
that, but our group was a mixed bag of 
experience, so I can’t fault them. Weather 
could have been better -- three cloudy 
days, four windy days and generally high 
70s to low 80s. The locals indicated this 
was their winter. Swells got to 3 to 5 feet 
one day. All in all, an excellent trip.

Ecologic Divers, Xanadu Island Resort, 
May 2009, Henry and Carol Ziller 
(caziller@hotmail.com), Conifer, CO. 
Experience: 101-250 dives. Vis: 50 to 70 
Feet. Water: 80 to 83 F, calm, no currents. 
Xanadu Island Resort is about 1.25 miles 
south of Central Park in downtown San 

Pedro on Ambergris Caye. The build-
ings are designed to withstand a Cat 
V hurricane, with rounded roofs. The 
thatched coverings make them blend in 
with other resorts. There were eight of us 
with four divers. We had a two bedroom 
and a three bedroom unit. These are 
two-story units on the second floor. The 
kitchen is fully equipped, except there 
is no dishwasher or disposal. Power is 
110 just like in the U.S. Air conditioning 
worked great, and hot water was avail-
able at all times. The pool is nice. There 
are no rinse tanks for diving equipment, 
but there is an outdoor shower for rins-
ing. The three-bedrooms are about $250/
night, and the two-bedrooms about 
$220/night. Most of the times, when you 
buy groceries at the local convenience 
store, you pay a premium, but not in 
San Pedro. We paid about 20% more at 
the large Island Supermarket just south 
of the airport. The little store, Marina’s 
Market, or Hariri Store just outside 
the Xanadu Resort, were less expensive 
and so much closer. Xanadu offers free 
bicycles and kayak use. It doesn’t take 
long to bicycle to downtown. Cabs are 
US$5.00. We never found a bad restau-
rant, but everyone’s favorite was Wild 
Mango. For a romantic dining experi-
ence with an excellent menu, try Sunset 
Grill. Expect to pay the same amount as 
you would here in the U.S. in most big 
cities. Antojitos was inexpensive, and is 
the closest restaurant to Xanadu that is 
not on the beach. Ecologic Divers picked 
us up on Xanadu’s pier. Of course, all the 
tours will pick you up on your resort’s 
pier. Ecologic Divers use 36-foot boats 
with dual outboard motors. The boats 
are equipped with all the safety gear, 
life preservers, oxygen, first aid kit, and 
a cover for shade. Water is in the pint 
plastic bags, and you are encouraged to 
keep hydrated. Fresh fruit is provided 
after the first dive, and surface interval 
is at Ecologic’s dock. There is a rinse 
bucket for cameras. Defogger is passed 
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around freely. Dive briefings are good, 
and groups are kept around six per dive 
master. Dive masters will touch the fish 
and offer for you to do the same. I be-
lieve I saw one feeding the groupers that 
follow each dive. We saw some turtles 
and sharks on every dive, groupers up 
to about three feet, and an eagle ray. We 
also saw free-swimming remora that was 
a bother to divers without a wetsuit cov-
ering their legs. Equipment available for 
rent appeared to be in good condition. 
Our granddaughter was completing her 
open water certification, and used the 
gear without any problems. One day we 
went without a wetsuit for the first time 
ever. For me it was OK, while my wife 
loved diving without a wetsuit. I did not 
get cold with water at 80 degrees. The 
next day I was going without a wetsuit 
and the dive master said it would be best 
to use one this day and I was offered 
the use of one of theirs free. I would 
use Ecologic Divers again, even though 
I did not like the fish handling. Two-
tank dives are $75 no matter who you 
dive with on Ambergris Caye. We also 
spent three nights on the mainland near 
Cristo Rey, Belize, at Crystal Paradise 
Resort. This is near San Ignacio along 
the western border near Guatemala. 
We did the zip line, Mayan ruins, cave 
tubing, and the Belize Zoo. Three nights 
in the inland part of Belize is enough to 
get a good flavor of this part of Belize. 
We never had any problem with no-
see-ums or mosquitoes, but we did use 
30 to 100% DEET. Do watch out for 
scorpions. Our son found one under his 
mattress. The Tut family (Mama, Papa 
and 10 children) owns the resort, and 
they are a really great family. Carolita 
cooks up some really good meals served 
family-style. Eric and Everald give really 
great informative tours. Victor the father 
of these 10 children, gave us a ride into 
San Elena for Saturday’s Market. The 
lodging is in duplex or single units that 
are quite large and typical, with private 

bathrooms and plenty of hot water. Ceil-
ing fans cool the rooms; no A/C. Water 
from a five-gallon jug in the office or bar 
is free, or you can purchase water bottles 
for US$1.50. Sodas and Belikin beers are 
US$2.50, and wine is US$5, or a bottle is 
US$25. All this is on the honor system. 
The resort has access to the river for 
swimming or canoeing. Anything you 
want, just ask them. UW Photography 
Comments: Camera rinse bucket on 
boat. Boat captain handed down camera 
and took it first after diving and placed it 
in the bucket.

Tuff-N-Nuff, Coco Beach Resort, July 
2009, Stephanie Ferris, Dallas, TX. 
Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis: 50 to 75 
Feet. Water: 80 to 84 F, choppy. Coco 
Beach Resort is a beautiful, mid-size 
resort. The suites have large rooms, and 
the kitchen has granite countertops, ap-
pliances and a refrigerator with filtered 
water and ice dispenser. There is no 
dishwasher. The baths are lovely, with 
granite and carved wood appointments, 
but bring a hair dryer. Belizean Shores, 
the sister resort, a short walk down the 
beach, has a restaurant servicing both 
facilities and the dive shop/dock. We had 
breakfast delivered to our room each 
morning, to avoid spending an hour in 
an unair-conditioned room waiting for 
our eggs. We ate dinner out a few times 
(fresh seafood did not disappoint), and 
bought groceries and fixed simple meals 
in our condo the rest. Eliminating the 
“island time” waits gave the family more 
ocean/pool time. We utilized both golf 
cart rental and water taxi to travel to 
San Pedro for our in-town activities. We 
wish we had known to bring more cash. 
We had to travel to the bank in town 
for a credit card advance. The hotel was 
limited in amount of traveler’s checks it 
would cash. Tuff-N-Nuff is a small but 
efficient dive operation. The divemasters 
are knowledgeable and skilled. We spent 
the most time with Felicito and Billy. 
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The boats are uncovered, but not much 
leisure time is spent on them, as the 
dive sites we traveled to are but a short 
distance outside the cuts in the bar-
rier reef. Tanks are fitted with BCs and 
checked on the dock, then loaded by the 
staff onto the back of the boats. Divers 
sit on benches at the sides of the boat. 
The waves were tall going through the 
cuts, so the routine is to be briefed and 
dressed before going through the cuts. 
Briefs were informative and ecologically 
oriented. The divemasters gear up a diver 
on each side of the boat, one at a time, 
and hand down cameras, etc., after a 
backroll into the water. The groups meet 
up at the mooring line. After descending 
below five feet, the chop was gone, and 
not much current was noticeable. The 
corals appeared healthy, in spur-and-
groove formations with a few canyons 
and swim-throughs. There were no huge 
schools of fish, but all the usual tropicals 
were there, including angels, scrawled 
filefish and spadefish, as well as small 
stuff like sharpnose puffers, nudibranchs, 
and a seahorse or two in the shallows. 
Green morays were abundant, and nurse 
sharks too numerous to count. There 
were many large groupers. There were 
stingrays, eagle rays and turtles, includ-
ing the most enormous loggerhead turtle 
ripping apart a queen conch like it was 
cardboard. The night dive was memo-
rable, with all the list of “to sees” checked 
off by the end of it, including two octopi. 
We also had a good dive/snorkel trip to 
Hol Chan Marine Park and Shark Ray 
Alley. A quick snorkel under the dock re-
vealed lobsters, rays and needle fish. Two 
lionfish were caught around the dock, 
and put into an aquarium in the shop! 
All four diving members of our family 
had a good time, from my husband and 
me, 20-year divers, to our 16-year-old 
daughter in her fourth year and our 
13-year-old son newly certified. There 
are perhaps more spectacular dives to 
be made in the Caribbean, but given 

the overall trip, including our inland 
day-trip to Mayan ruins and cave-tubing 
and hike through the jungle, which the 
dive shop arranged, I think it was a first 
class-trip. UW Photography Comments: 
An ice chest filled with fresh water was 
placed in the middle of the boat for 
cameras. Divers were told not to place 
any other type of equipment in it.

Belize City
Belize Dive Connection, July 2009, Ron 
and Dawn Steedman (rlumenator@
aol.com), Cape Coral, FL. Experience: 
251-500 dives. Vis: 60 to Feet. Water: 
80 to 82 F, calm, no currents. This 
was dive destination #3 of 4 from the 
Carnival Legend cruise ship. We were 
picked up from the boat by the crew for 
a 20-minute ride to the shop to pick up 
equipment. We only brought our regs. 
and compasses. The boat was spacious, 
I believe a 46-foot Newton, as we had 
a smaller group -- maybe 18. We had a 
bumpy 45-minute boat ride out to the 
calm waters of the actual site. Our crew 
was friendly and helpful, and gave a 
thorough dive briefing. Our divemaster, 
Tamaz, said she liked to look for the little 
crabs and shrimps, which gave us pause. 
This often means there’s nothing much 
else to see. The entry was a little different 
-- we went to the back of the boat, where 
the crew put our fins on our feet at the 
dive platform. The underwater topogra-
phy was a beautiful mix of fans, golden 
crinoids, and soft corals, but, normal-
sized fish were sparse. It seemed to be a 
nursery area with many tiny juveniles. 
We saw two 10-inch groupers, and then 
the divemaster clanked loudly, pointing 
out a French angel fish, a banded coral 
shrimp, and another time a small bar-
racuda. The first dive site was Terrace, 
the second, Mandy’s Dandy, which had 
a little more life. The crew fed us well 
during the SI -- fresh pineapple, salsa 
and chips, homemade fruit bread, and 
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watermelon. We inquired about the lack 
of fish, and the tiny groupers we saw, and 
were told the Nassau grouper was now 
protected, but most of the area had been 
fished out. Our equipment was changed 
over for us, and back in we went. The 
dive times were 49 and 51 minutes, the 
depths were about 55 feet. Although 
there was a lack of fish on our dives, the 
dive operation was great!

Caye Caulker 
Belize Diving Services, Iguana Reef Inn, 
August 2009, Michael (mschoenbaum@
comcast.net), Bethesda, MD. Experi-
ence: 26-50 dives. Vis: 30 to 60 Feet. 
Water: 86 to 88 F, calm, choppy. The 
Iguana Reef Inn was lovely. My daughter 
and I dove with Belize Diving Services, 
while my non-diving wife and son 
snorkeled with a different tour operator. 
Belize Diving Services is located next 
to the Iguana Reef Inn, on the west side 
of Caye Caulker. It’s one of three dive 
operators on Caye Caulker (the others 
are Frenchie’s and Big Fish, which we did 
not try; there are other tour operators 
that advertise diving, but are actually 
acting as booking agents for others). 
Belize Diving Services’ new owners are a 
nice couple from the U.S., Chip Peter-
son and his wife. He’s a tech diver, and 
is one of the few people in the area to 
dive with a rebreather. Apparently the 
new owners updated and/or overhauled 
everything when they bought the shop, 
plus they hired a trained technician. 
No nitrox, here or anywhere on Caye 
Caulker, but Chip said that’s in the 
works. Our main focus on this trip was 
for my daughter to do checkout dives to 
complete her open water certification. 
She joined three other students for these 
dives. The instructor, Anna, was patient 
and supportive. Well-trained staff. Boats 
carry oxygen. Divemaster on each trip. 
No feeding the fish or touching the reef. 
Pre-dive briefing before each dive. Tanks 

and rental gear all seemed to be good 
quality and well-maintained. Staff rinse 
and store customers’ personal gear. Shop 
provides dive computers to all divers. 
Shop works to accommodate custom-
ers’ needs/preferences (for instance, 
my daughter is a junior so is limited 
to 40 feet). On one trip, there were a 
few logistical glitches -- trouble start-
ing one engine at the beginning, and at 
the second dive site, they dropped the 
anchor without it being attached to the 
line -- and the staff made no effort to 
update the customers and mainly joked 
among themselves. And on that same 
trip, the choice of dive profiles was poor: 
50-minute first dive, with a maximum 
depth of 85 feet and average depth of 
54 feet; 46-minute surface interval; and 
then the second dive at a site where the 
reef was at 65 feet. On my computer 
-- Suunto Cobra 2, default settings -- I 
had to spend fully half the second dive 
floating 30 feet *above* the reef to avoid 
going into deco, and there was nothing 
to see (except, just before surfacing, a 
school of spade fish, the only thing that 
redeemed the dive). My daughter had 
stayed back due to illness; if she had been 
on the trip, we presumably would have 
gone to shallower sites in the first place. 
In short, I certainly recommend the shop 
-- but I also recommend not being shy 
to say how you want to dive. We had to 
cut our diving short due to unrelated 
stomach problems. There are lots of 
great dive sites to suit all kinds of divers 
-- shallow vs. deep, inside the barrier 
reef (flat water) vs. outside (choppier), 
close and farther away, etc. The shop also 
offers night dives. And I believe Chip is 
working towards offering tech diving, so 
people who are into that might request 
more info. UW Photography Comments: 
No rinse tank on the boat.

www.undercurrent.org
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Glover’s Reef 
Glover’s Atoll Resort, November 2008, 
Ric (ric1law@gmial.com), Newberry, 
FL. Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis: 20 to 
150 Feet. Water: 75 to 85 F, calm. Let me 
set this one up with the description off 
the website: “Glover’s Atoll is a World 
Heritage Site and Marine Reserve and 
was named after pirate brothers, John 
and Rodger Glover, in the 1750s. Glover’s 
Atoll Island Lodge is located on our pri-
vately owned 9 acre; 5 hectare Northeast 
Cay in the Glovers Marine Reserve, white 
sand, coral, and coconut trees, left in 
their natural state on top of the pristine 
reef.” This trip is one of the best times 
I’ve had in Belize. Two buds of mine and 
I flew down and rented a pickup for the 
week (mucho $$, but if you don’t shell 
out for the ride, you’re going to need 
extra time and patience to get around). 
We lit out of Belize City around noon, 
south to Sittee River near Dangriga. 
Skip eating lunch at the airport or Belize 
City and hit JB’s Bar around mile 32 on 
Western Hwy. on the way to Belmopan 
past the Belize Zoo, for good food and 
a stout. Glover’s has cabins for rent on 
Sittee river that are great base out of if 
in the area beforehand for a couple of 
days. We drove up to Jaguar Reserve 
and found two magnificent trails that 
ended in waterfall pools that were just 
spectacular ... the four-hour trip to the 
island is on a funky catamaran, and there 
is room to bring extra provisions. We 
brought a five-day cooler from Wal-Mart 
to keep our beer cold. Ice, beer, water, 
and other supplies were obtained at Sit-
tee River Marina or in town. We bought 
into the full meal package, but others 
there were doing the “survivor” thing by 
living off the sea. Not recommended if 
you want to focus on diving. Besides, you 
will miss the Becky, Jacklin’, Warren, Ean, 
and Rudy show ... this is a family-run 
operation, and you can invite yourself 
into their world that is uniquely their 

own or you can minimize interaction, 
your choice, but you’ll miss out on a lot 
of entertainment! Bringing a favorite 
card or dice game is a sure way to get 
“in.” This island is uncensored ... make of 
what you will ... being out on the edge, 
it is an ocean sieve. Don’t hold it against 
the Lomonts. I chose to spend most of 
my surface intervals on beach cleanup 
around my cabin, figuring if everyone 
pitches in ... the whole place is beautiful, 
but it is also inhabited by humans, which 
means human impact. No-see-ums were 
not a problem except at night if the wind 
dies, so I would bring no-see-um netting 
(not mosquito netting!) to cover bed. We 
had no problems. Platforms over water 
are awesome; we kayaked from the cabin 
to the dive boat everyday. Dive compres-
sor on the island dry fills AL80s -- check 
pressures on cooled tanks before leaving 
dock, and top off if necessary. low-key 
operation; good idea to help out if seems 
appropriate; otherwise, lie in the ham-
mocks and chill if want to. Dive skiffs 
hold 20 divers, but we had the boats 
to ourselves; would be tight fit if full. 
Ean was our divemaster, and he quickly 
adapted to our level of expertise. Most 
dive sites are within wetsuit donning 
time frame; others might have to endure 
10-15 minute ride. Lots to choose from 
-- sheer walls, canyons to coral gardens, 
swim-throughs, or drift dives. Saw 
dolphins, reef and bull sharks, lots of 
groupers and snappers (Aquarium and 
White Sands my favorite). Dive pack-
age says 12 dives and a night dive, but 
we did three dives a day plus the night 
dive. Should have done more night dives, 
cause saw large octopuses! Great photo 
opportunities ... this is great Caribbean 
diving -- not much delicate coral, but 
there is black coral hidden away, lots of 
soft corals. In the end, did not want to 
leave, tried to marry into the family but 
no luck. Got off the island and headed to 
the interior for some caving ... found the 
best pool table in Belize to be at Turtle 
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Inn. Woke up last day, had fried jacks at 
JB’s, zip lined at Jaguar Paw, two beers 
at the airport, and then made the plane 
home. 

Isla Marisol, March 2009, Craig Grube 
(grube@cox.net), Virginia Beach, VA. 
Experience: 101-250 dives. Vis: 60 to 
80 Feet. Water: 77 to 79 F, choppy, no 
currents. Isla Marisol is about an hour’s 
boat ride from Dangriga Airport; take 
Dramamine if you are prone to motion 
sickness. Depending upon which boat 
they use and the sea conditions, you may 
get wet. The covered boat is obviously 
the one you hope for. Glover’s Atoll is 
pretty remote, and the resort is almost 
a complete escape, so forget about cell 
phone or BlackBerry coverage. They 
do have wireless Internet if you bring a 
laptop. No TVs to be had. You are there 
to dive, eat the excellent local cuisine, 
and hang out at the bar over the water, 
where Mora makes a mean cocktail, if 
you aren’t too tired from three dives a 
day. They do have kayaks if you want to 
explore the atoll. Depending on time of 
year, you may end up with few divers, 
like we did. For the first four days there 
were eight. For our last three days, there 
were two of us to share this private island 
with the friendly staff and the numer-
ous pelicans that seem to dive bomb the 
water all day long. The accommodations 
are rustic but more than adequate, as we 
had two full-size beds, a ceiling fan, a few 
tables and open closet. The bathroom 
is simple, with limited hot water in the 
shower, and the toilet takes no paper 
products, but is a flush toilet. Jenice and 
Alicia prepare regional dishes with fresh 
ingredients such as hand-made fish 
tacos, fresh snapper, lobster, a variety 
of potatoes we had never heard of but 
totally enjoyed, and steamed vegetables 
or slaws. We had excellent hot breakfasts 
of eggs and potatoes. The lunches were 
hot and varied. I don’t think we had the 
same thing twice. Desserts were freshly 

baked puddings or cakes and excellent 
coconut or banana ice cream. I can’t say 
enough about how much we enjoyed the 
local cuisine and the amazing variety of 
fresh fruit juices. The diving was excel-
lent. Kitty was a great divemaster with 
amazing eyes for spotting small critters, 
eels, lobsters, octopus or whatever was 
around. If she is comfortable with your 
skills, she gives latitude. Most of our 
three-a-day dives were 45-55 minutes 
plus a safety stop. The boats were based 
on number of divers, and we rode in 
three different ones over the week. 
Captain Ishmael was friendly and helpful 
with camera gear, plus he plays a rockin’ 
bongo drum in the bar. Most boat rides 
were 5-10 minutes. Make sure you 
request trips to Long Caye Wall to dive, 
even though it’s a “long” 15-20 minute 
ride. All safety stops are done back at 
the resort or on land at Long Caye. We 
were there the first week of March, and 
the water was in the high 70s, so bring a 
wetsuit as the water is a bit chilly. Land 
temps were in the low 80s, but a little 
cool at night, so bring a sweatshirt or 
jacket. Also bring DEET as the no-see-
ums can take a toll if the wind dies 
down. The reef was relatively healthy, 
with lots of sponges, many huge and of 
odd shapes, and plenty of gorgonians 
and sea fans. In addition to the usual 
Caribbean tropical fish such as angels, 
trunk, cow, trumpet, etc., we saw several 
reef sharks on a couple of dives, eagle 
rays on several dives including swim-
ming with a pair for five minutes on the 
top of the wall. The large black grouper 
were seen on every dive. We saw green 
sea turtles as well as one massive log-
gerhead. Lobsters seemed to be roaming 
quite a bit, and scorpionfish were spotted 
on numerous dives. We typically saw fat 
green moray eels or smaller spotted eels. 
On the night dive we saw several slip-
per lobster, white spotted toadfish, and 
several octopi, including one roaming 
around the reef … most of the sight-
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ings on the night dive were thanks to 
DM Kitty and her hawk-like vision. The 
owner, Eddie Usher, can be found diving, 
managing, or chilling, and frequently 
joins for lunch or dinner -- you can get 
a great history of the island from him. 
He is trying to get the island to all wind 
and solar power, and sources most food 
items locally in Belize. One suggestion 
would be to have the north side beach 
cleaned of trash once or twice a day, as 
it detracts from an otherwise gorgeous 
island. Returning to Isla Marisol during 
whale shark season is high on our list 
of where to dive in the near future. UW 
Photography Comments: Rinse tank on 
boat for camera. A sink for rinsing at the 
dock, and the crew was helpful handling 
gear in and out of the water.

Isla Marisol, March 2009, Karen Moore 
(krmoore399@sbcglobal.net), Hun-
tington Woods, MI. Experience: 101-250 
dives. Vis: 80 to 100 Feet. Water: 78 to 
80 F, choppy, surge, no currents. My 
husband and I have just returned from 
paradise! Eddie Usher, the manager, 
made sure we had an amazing dive trip 
at Isla Marisol. Saw almost every tropical 
fish on the Belize fish chart, with many 
in schools. Eddie was our divemaster 
the whole week, and usually found 
something interesting each of our three 
daily dives. We saw turtles, a nurse shark, 
a bull shark, rays (both southern and 
spotted eagles), spotted drums, many 
lobster and crabs (especially on the night 
dive), eels (both a large green moray, and 
several spotteds), a scorpion fish, porcu-
pine fish (several), several cowfish, and 
many queen and French angels, grouper, 
barracuda. The only thing we missed 
was a whale shark. Did go to Gladden 
Spit for one afternoon, without success 
(March is early for whale shark season). 
Coral is in good shape. Even saw some 
staghorn coral. At one site, there were 
tons of gorgonians. We were the only two 
divers for the first 3-1/2 days. Most dive 

sites are 5-10 minutes from the resort. 
We usually just stuck with Eddie, because 
he found the good stuff; however, this 
was not mandatory. Because all were 
drift dives, later in the week, the group 
tried to stay somewhat together. The 
norm was about 60 feet for 40+ minutes 
per dive, although this varied consider-
ably. The one rule was that at 700 psi, 
you should start to ascend with your 
buddy, and do a 3-minute safety stop. 
Other divers with more air stayed down 
longer. Ishmael, our boat captain, was 
incredible at keeping an eye on all of us 
when we surfaced. He got the boat to us 
immediately without a problem. This 
resort is just what we wanted, but is not 
for everyone. The cabanas (ours was 
right at the water’s edge) are rustic, but 
clean and adequate. There is no phone 
or TV (to our joy), although there is a 
TV in the bar hooked up to a video cam 
on the reef. Wireless Internet is available 
in the dining room and bar The island 
is small, and the drill was eat, dive, rest/
read, repeat until nighttime. Surface 
intervals are at the resort, except when 
we went to another island, or to Gladden 
Spit. Before dinner, we usually hit the 
bar, which is charming, on stilts over 
the water, with wonderful sunset views. 
The staff is friendly and eager to please. 
Jenice, our cook for the week, made 
yummy Belizean food for every meal. 
She will accommodate food allergies and 
preferences if needed. There were fresh 
juices at each meal. Barbara, the kitchen 
assistant, served and cleaned up. The no-
see-ums were only a problem at the boat 
dock/dive shop. Those little buggers wait 
until you come back from your dives, 
when the DEET is washed off, to attack. 
Reapply DEET immediately after dives. 
Our connections on flights on the way 
down were flawless, but we factored in 
adequate layovers. 

Isla Marisol, April 2009, Michael Smith 
(renaissance.partners@cox.net), Okla-
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homa City, OK. Experience: 101-250 
dives. Vis: 50 to 100 Feet. Water: 79 to 81 
F, calm, choppy, surge. This trip included 
some of the best Caribbean diving my 
wife and I have experienced. Extraordi-
nary dive sites, healthy coral with lots 
of small to large fish. A few guests had 
only moderate no-see-um problems, 
but we and most of our fellow divers 
were eaten alive by the little buggers in 
spite of normally adequate application 
of 98% DEET. The dive shop dock area 
is especially bad. Any time the breeze 
calms; you are at serious head-to-toe 
risk. Isla Marisol Resort is located on 
Glover’s Reef, approximately 36 miles 
east of Dangriga, Belize, and accessed by 
a 1½-half hour boat ride. Our trip began 
with a delay while Captain Francisco 
tried to dislodge our supply-laden, low-
tide-grounded boat. Six locals waded 
into the shallow harbor, and with much 
shouting and heaving, got us on our way. 
Our small but adequate cabana (#3) was 
a short walk down the beach from the 
on shore dining hall and pier bar. Only a 
10-foot strip of white sand separated us 
from the gentle surf. Cabanas 3 through 
7 are the newest, with 3 and 4 being 
closest to the water. There are 10 cabanas 
available, and the older ones are pretty 
ratty looking. There is a larger guest 
house further down the island for groups 
of four to six. Our beds were comfort-
able, and the ceiling fan provided suf-
ficient cooling. A free-standing portable 
air conditioner was provided, but we 
preferred the natural breezes. Gaps in the 
screens exacerbated the insect problem. 
Our request for repairs was ignored. A 
funky electric-powered shower head pro-
vided decent warm-to-hot showers most 
of the time. Outside our 6-foot-wide 
sliding glass door, a front porch with two 
chairs, hammock and drying line provid-
ed a restful retreat for reading, napping 
and an unobstructed view of the ocean. 
Daily maid services included sweeping, 
making up the bed and providing fresh 

towels as needed. Jack of all trades, Mora, 
tended the bar, which featured cold beer, 
mixed drinks, limited wine selection and 
sodas. The bar was a popular pre-dinner 
gathering place for guests, Dive Master 
Kitty, Captains Chad and George along 
with travelers from large boats anchored 
just off shore. Dive tale swapping, new 
acquaintances and marveling at the sun-
set were the order of the day. Most of the 
dive sites we visited were only a comfort-
able five-minute boat ride away, with the 
longest trip (except the shark dive excur-
sion) being 15 minutes to Long Cay Wall, 
reputed to be one of Jacques Cousteau’s 
favorite dive sites in the world. SW Cay 
Wall, Grouper Gulch, Front Porch and 
Aquarium all had plenty to offer. Great 
barracuda, Nassau, stripped and black 
grouper from 10# to 75#, lobster, crab, 
scorpion fish, spotted eagle rays, hawks-
bill turtles, nurse sharks, large parrot 
fish, angels, giant hermit crab, hog fish 
and the incredible “Grandpa” loggerhead 
turtle were among our sightings. The 
dining hall food prepared by Elizabeth, 
Alicia and Barbara ranged from pretty 
darned good to a little boring. Lots of 
shrimp, chicken and fish dishes with 
sheet cake deserts for lunch and dinner, 
and cooked-to-order breakfasts of eggs, 
meat and breads. A delicious chicken 
soup, shrimp and macaroni salad, grilled 
fish sandwiches and really tasty coleslaw 
were my lunch favorites. Lobster and 
locally caught whole baked snapper get 
my highest marks for dinner. There was 
always plenty of fresh watermelon, pa-
paya and pineapple and cake and cookies 
to round things out. Fresh orange, pine-
apple and watermelon juices and overly 
sweet lemonade were the main bever-
ages, along with bottled water. Now for 
the bad part ... the whale shark dive trip. 
I can’t imagine that our experience was 
typical or usual, but at an extra cost of 
$175.00 US per diver, the resort does ex-
tra trips corresponding to the full moon 
to an area where whale sharks are often 
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spotted. Though there are obviously no 
guarantees that these beautiful creatures 
will be on the scene, it sounded to us 
like a good idea, and we signed up along 
with six other guests to make an early 
afternoon trip. A fairly rough 45-minute 
ride in an inappropriately small boat 
getting there, along with 8-foot-plus 
seas and poorly planned and unsafely 
executed diving by a different captain 
and dive crew than handled our day to 
day diving, topped off with a return trip 
that was the worst pounding I have ever 
experienced in a boat, is a brief summary 
of six unpleasant hours off the coast 
of Belize. To his credit, Owner Eddie 
Usher did not charge any of the divers, 
which included two newly certified men 
and one 70+ year old woman, for this 
particular trip, and hopefully he took to 
heart the negative reports from all the 
divers. This is an often challenging trip 
not suited for older or less experienced 
divers. Sufficient information is not 
given to potential participants regard-
ing the likely difficulties, nor are there 
restrictions on experience and physical 
conditioning. It’s a good revenue source 
pushed to all willing to sign up without 
sufficient regard to the inherent difficul-
ties and possible dangers. Isla Marisol is 
a reasonably priced dive resort I would 
return to for the excellent reef and wall 
diving, star-filled night skies, decent 
food and accommodations and excellent 
staff. On future C.A dive trips, I’ll take 
more repellent, slather it on anytime I’m 
outside, plus be prepared with anti-itch 
cream and Benadryl. UW Photography 
Comments: No rinse tanks on the boats, 
but the dive master and captain were 
helpful in managing the photographers’ 
equipment. 

Placencia
Avadon Divers, April 2009, Wallace 
Cogbill, Vidor, TX. Experience: 51-100 
dives. Vis: 50 to 70 Feet. Water: 80 to 81 

F, surge. Avadon Divers at Gladden Spit 
Silk Cayes Marine Reserve. We entered 
into this adventure somewhat skepti-
cal about seeing a whale shark. Boy 
was I surprised! A juvenile whale shark 
(approximately 20 feet) approached im-
mediately. He stayed with us throughout 
most of the duration of our dive. The 
animal seemed curious and confident 
with the divers. There were about 15 
divers in the area, with three different 
operators. I think the shark approached 
each of us at some point. Avadon Divers’ 
boat, a brand-new 46-foot Newton, was 
purpose-built for diving. It was clean, 
comfortable and well-arranged. A deli-
cious meal was served during our surface 
interval. More impressive, though, the 
crew was considerate and professional at 
all times. Anne-Marie and her brother 
Phillip have a great understanding of 
what it takes to deliver a quality diving 
experience. 

Avadon Divers, April 2009, Chris Lar-
son (calsvett@yahoo.com), Stormville, 
NY. Experience: 51-100 dives. Vis: 75 to 
100 Feet. Water: 78 to 82 F, surge. Anne-
Marie and Phillip as well as the rest of 
the staff really pay attention to all the 
details involved in having a great day of 
diving. Great trip to the Blue Hole, and 
two more dives to surrounding reefs. 

Turneffe Island 
Turneffe Island Resort, March 2009, 
John Miller (john.miller@westexdocu-
ment.com), Lubbock, TX. Experi-
ence: 51-100 dives. Vis: 80 to 100 Feet. 
Water: 73 to 81 F, choppy. Wife did two 
adventure dives and I did two Special 
Cert dives to complete my PADI Master 
Diver. They really weren’t set up to do 
training though they advertise it. After a 
little insistence, they accommodated me 
to great satisfaction. That is what makes 
this place great. Normally a no-kids 
resort, during our spring break they were 
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allowed, to our disappointment -- if I 
wanted to play with grandkids, I would 
have brought my own. Boat ride from 
Belize is a good 1.5 hours -- ours was 
three hours going out, as one motor was 
about to die and blowing black smoke. 
Blue hole was a disappointment. I like 
the reefs at Cozumel better. The plus of 
this place is the peace and quiet (no TV, 
cells) and the hosts. We were only there 
for half a week, and missed the night 
dive and couple of spots I would have 
loved to have dived.

BERMUDA
Triangle Diving, June 2009, Larry 
(lsandusky18@msn.com), Meridian, 
ID. Experience: 101-250 dives. Vis: 50 to 
80 Feet. Water: 73 to 79 F, calm, choppy, 
surge. Good-quality diving on numer-
ous wrecks with good coral life, given its 
northern location. Owner Graham Mad-
docks and crew run a solid dive opera-
tion with a high level of enthusiasm and 
attention to individual divers. Graham 
is heavily involved in local conserva-
tion efforts, and deeply knowledgeable 
about local species and invasive lion fish. 
Dive masters Ken and Russell are both 
excellent guides who helped us appreci-
ate small critters and wreck details with 
good briefings and even better follow-up 
discussions. Dive masters accompany 
all groups. Boat is well equipped and 
staff is exceptionally helpful. Dive traffic 
seems to dictate a business model of 
mixed-skill divers on same trip, but staff 
segregates and matches groups effective-
ly, so our group of three advanced divers 
hardly ever saw inexperienced divers on 
our dives. Any time you can dive new ar-
eas and learn from such an enthusiastic 
teacher, you’ve found a good operation. 

BONAIRE
To many visitors, Bonaire’s attraction 
is shore diving, not only in front of 
their hotels, but via rental car to one 
of a score of marked sites -- but keep 
nothing in those cars as many get 
broken into while divers are under-
water. Still, Bonaire is a diver’s island 
par excellence, with diving that is 
especially well suited for easy divers 
and those who want to concentrate 
on photography.

Black Durgon, Yellow Submarine, No-
vember 2008, Conrad Kantor, Westlake 
Village, CA. Experience: 501-1000 dives. 
Vis: 100 Feet. Water: 83 F, calm. Stayed 
at Divers Paradise part of Black Durgon; 
nice apartments at $65/night. Black 
Durgon is for budget-minded divers who 
like to shore dive. Bare bones operation 
for independent divers. Yellow Subma-
rine dive shop, efficient but does not 
help with tanks or getting back on the 
boat. Unfamiliar with dive sites, rarely 
pointing things out to divers. Never 
heard the word buddy all week, with 
average of 8 or more divers on the boat. 
Reefs damaged from storm Omar and 
generally fished out. I daily saw boats 
fishing on reefs. Marine park is a joke. I 
was here 10 years ago, and it was pristine. 
Now a week of diving, no lobsters, frog 
fish, seahorse or anything more than 
six inches in length. Government is not 
putting any money into roads -- narrow 
with potholes. Few beaches, and many 
shore dives require you to walk over 
rocks, some steep. I find Curacao to be 
better from all perspectives. DiviDivi air 
did not charge for overweight on the way 
over from Curacao, but charged $40 on 
the way back.

Black Durgon Inn, April 2009, Clay 
Coleman (clayco@mindspring.com), 
Baton Rouge, LA. Experience: Over 1000 
dives. Vis: 40 to 70 Feet. Water: 79 to 81 




