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shrimp. At Saba, where we spent 2½ 
days, the visibility was much better and 
the scenery around the pinnacles impres-
sive. Some of the better sites do not have 
moorings adequate to hold boats the size 
of the Caribbean Explorer II, but we saw 
nurse sharks, huge anchors embedded 
in the coral, turtles, mating (or fighting) 
crabs, lobsters, eels, sailfin blennies, pep-
permint bass, tarpon, and sharks feeding 
on a night dive. The last day included a 
6 a.m. dawn dive, one of the better ones 
I’ve done. The last dive of the trip we saw 
at least a dozen turtles, a male lobster in 
pursuit of a female and lots of blennies. 
There was at least one incident during 
the week when a diver surfaced early, 
needed assistance, and none of the staff 
was on the dive deck -- something that 
should not have happened. We arrived in 
St. Maarten Friday afternoon and spent 
the rest of the day exploring, shopping, 
and hanging out. Dinner was at a nice 
restaurant within walking distance. We 
spent one last night on the boat with 
departure at 9 a.m. sharp Saturday 
morning, so cleaning could commence; 
luggage stayed aboard until it was time 
to depart for the airport. UW Photog-
raphy Comments: There was a double-
decker table, which would be inadequate 
if more than a few people had cameras. 
Dedicated camera rinse bin.

Caribbean Explorer II, August 2008, 
Michael Dohn, San Pedro de Macoris, 
SPM. Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis: 15 
to 99+ Meters. Water: 80 to 82 F, choppy. 
The live-aboard actually stops at sites in 
St. Kitts, St. Eustatius, and Saba. Biggest 
stateroom I have ever had on a boat. 
Traveled with my 13-year-old daughter 
(Jr. AOWD and nitrox certified), who 
was not treated like a kid, but was re-
spected by the crew and allowed to fully 
participate in all the diving and activi-
ties up to the limits of her certification 
(maximum depth 21 meters). Nearly all 

sites were within that 21 meter depth 
limit, with just one exception.

TURKS AND CAICOS
Turks and Caicos Aggressor, Septem-
ber 2007, John Prosser (jprosser@
reedmachinery.com), W. Boylston, MA. 
Experience: 492 dives. Vis: 60 to 90 feet. 
Water: 82 to 84 F, calm and flat, no cur-
rents. Food, service and equipment such 
as weights and tanks were all good and as 
expected. Tanks always filled to 3000 lbs. 
and most dived sites were superb. Every 
element of service by the crew was good 
to excellent. Nothing would be consid-
ered bad, no surprises. I have a strong 
preference for live-aboards and have 
been on 12 since 1987.

Turks and Caicos Aggressor II, Janu-
ary 2008, Doug Beal, Columbia, MO. 
Experience: 501-1000 dives. Vis: 75 to 
100 Feet. Water: 78 to 82 F, calm. The 
Ship’s air conditioning was broken when 
we arrived. We were not allowed to 
enter our rooms for several hours. All 
night we ‘cooked’ while the noisy repair 
technicians fixed the problem. On day 
#1 everyone was exhausted. One of the 
heads was broken for part of the trip; 
inconveniencing several of the divers. 
Divers were herded into the water in 
a group. No one was allowed into the 
water except at the designated times. 
The food was great, and the crew was 
personable. The diving was spectacular; 
however, for the price, I expected a lot 
more diving freedom! UW Photography 
Comments: Dedicated table for dive 
cameras. Crew assisted photographers 
into and out of the water. Computers 
available for backup.

Turks and Caicos Aggressor II, June 
2008, Larry Sandusky (lsandusky18@
msn.com), Meridian, ID. Experience: 
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101-250 dives. Vis: 50 to 100 Feet. Water: 
81 to 83 F, calm. good trip for number 
of total dives -- 5 offered per day. Staff 
helpful with identification and general 
info on fish and small critters. Large 
number of reef sharks and photo op-
portunities, along with lots of stingrays. 
One hammerhead, at least one turtle per 
day. Most reefs in good shape; some nice 
Elkhorn and large fans in good shape. 
A disturbing number of lionfish noted 
-- every day and in every dive location. 
High winds prevented visit to French 
Cay, but staff did their best to provide 
best diving possible. Food was OK, but 
certainly not the best of my live-aboard 
experiences. Do not agree with tip policy 
of one big pot and not rewarding indi-
viduals. Some were outstanding, some 
mediocre. This Aggressor boat is a great 
bang for the buck. UW Photography 
Comments: Digital support good.

Turks and Caicos Explorer II, Decem-
ber 2007, Jack Howison (scubajack-1@
hotmail.com), Sidney, OH. Experi-
ence: 251-500 dives. Vis: 60 to 85 Feet. 
Water: 73 to 76 F, choppy. The boat was 
comfortable, the food good, the crew 
above average, but not great. Most of the 
15 divers were experienced, so the dive 
“guides” mostly ignored us on the dives, 
even when more attention would have 
been helpful. The boat had the odd char-
acteristic of swinging wildly around the 
mooring pin. It would sweep an arc of at 
least 180 degrees. When you jumped in 
the water, the boat would disappear for 
at least 8-10 minutes. It would reappear, 
traveling at a good pace, and then go past 
in the other direction. This can be dis-
concerting until you get used to it. If you 
grab the down line for a safety stop, you 
hang on and travel with the boat. The 
problem is that if someone else grabs on 
the line, you both get jerked toward the 
surface 6-8 feet instantly. Your best bet 

is to do your safety stop in the blue and 
wait for the boat. You have to intercept 
its arc, you can’t catch it. I would not 
recommend this boat to beginners. The 
weather convinced the Captain not to 
leave the immediate area of West Caicos, 
so we repeated several dive sites. I wasn’t 
convinced that this wasn’t more due to 
the price of fuel than to the weather, 
even though we each paid an $85.00 fuel 
charge. The mature marine life seemed 
plentiful and healthy. UW Photography 
Comments: Table for cameras was not 
respected. Often other stuff was put 
there, even by crew. No compressed air 
for drying, limited electrical outlets, 
exposed to elements. Those w/high $ 
outfits would be displeased.

Turks and Caicos Explorer, August 
2008, Marlene Dowell (mrshfdowell@
verizon.net), Bowie, MD. Experience: 
251-500 dives. Vis: 60 to 80 Feet. Water: 
82 to 84 F, calm. Well-run operation. All 
divers checked in and out of water, time 
and final air readings noted. Nitrox avail-
able for a fee. We started out on air, but 
most of the dives start at about 60 feet, 
so as the week went on and our nitrogen 
built up, we switched over to Nitrox. 
Rooms were relatively spacious, with 
private bath. Showers small, but show-
ers were on the dive deck for after-dive 
rinsing. Shampoo and soap provided. 
Plenty of towels; no limit on fresh water. 
Food was good, and familiar to Ameri-
cans. Accommodations were made for 
several vegetarians. Snacks provided 
after each dive (5 dives a day available.) 
Free beer and wine. Weather was great, 
seas calm, viz pretty good. Saw sharks 
on many dives, and rays, turtles, octopus 
on several. One dive site in particular 
was good for small stuff, which Captain 
JF excelled at finding. Usually 2 dives at 
each site, which we liked. If there was 
something special you didn’t see the 
first dive (the batfish), you could usu-
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ally catch it the second dive. Or, if you 
skipped a dive, you knew you had at least 
one dive at that site. There was usually 
enough to see that you didn’t have to go 
to the same area both dives if you didn’t 
want to. The hardest part of the dive 
was getting to the boat at the end. The 
boat swings widely on its mooring, so it 
covers a lot of territory. You might see it 
and it would be swinging away from you 
so you couldn’t catch up to it and would 
have to wait for it to return. This became 
less of an issue as you got used to how 
this worked and learned to just wait for 
the boat to come back. If you came up 
too far from the boat, someone would 
come get you in the tender. Our trip was 
the week before hurricanes Hanna and 
Ike hit the T and C. UW Photography 
Comments: Large area to set cameras 
on, separate large rinse tank for cameras. 
Cameras carefully handed down to 
you after entering, and taken from you 
when coming out. Lighting in rooms 
adequate for camera maintenance work. 
No camera rental equipment -- had been 
flooded by others.

VIRGIN ISLANDS – 
BRITISH 
Cuan Law, May 2008, Terry Gee (tgee-
vet@AOL.com), El Paso, TX. Experi-
ence: Over 1000 dives. Vis: 30 to 75 Feet. 
Water: 82 to 84 F, calm, no currents. The 
Cuan Law is spacious, with owners and 
crew that are experienced in the nuances 
of dive travel/live-aboard comfort and 
enjoyment. The owners meet the guests 
as they arrive, and welcome them aboard 
with soft drinks, juices and snacks. The 
crew provides the care and service that 
the Cuan Law is known for. The diving is 
laid-back, with excellent pre-dive brief-
ings and personal help with equipment, 
loading on the dive tenders and excellent 

safety consciousness. The crew makes 
sure that everyone has the experience of 
a lifetime. The more experienced divers 
are allowed to dive their own profiles, 
while the new or inexperienced ones 
have willing and helpful crew mem-
bers to show them the sites and keep 
an eye on them if they desire. Diving is 
normally three dives a day, with a night 
dive if the vessel isn’t under sail for a new 
anchorage. The captain, Steve, is a ex-
perienced sailor, and enjoys running up 
the canvas when conditions permit. Even 
short hauls are commonly undertaken 
with sail/wind power versus convention-
al motoring. The rooms are among the 
largest I have ever experienced on a live-
aboard. Each room has a spacious bath-
room, individual air-conditioning as well 
as windows and hatches if anyone desires 
to have natural environmental cooling 
of their room. The vessel has two small 
Hobie Cats for the guests to try their 
sailing skills with, as well as three kayaks. 
Water skiing and knee boarding are also 
available while vessel is at anchor. Meals 
are a buffet-style breakfast and lunch, 
with never-ending snacks and treats be-
tween meals. Dinner is a sit-down affair, 
with the crew both serving the guests 
and dining with them. The food was top 
quality, as was the service and attitude of 
the galley crew. The crew is in many ways 
typical of live-aboards, in that they were 
generally young and from many different 
countries. They brought with them the 
various cultures of their homes, experi-
ences from different parts of the world, 
and an infectious enjoyment of the live-
aboard life. The crew has been trained by 
the owners to provide a level of service 
and care for the guests that I have rarely 
seen the equivalent of on other boats. We 
had excellent weather, with calm seas, an 
occasional shower -- as can be expected 
in the Caribbean in the spring -- light to 
absent currents, and fairly good visibility. 


