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We were told that they have no boat 
dock for one of their boats. So you must 
wade into the water and crawl into the 
boat. We were told that they have no 
ladders on one of their boats. There is 
an opening on the side and you flop in 
like a beached whale. One woman from 
England showed us numerous bruises on 
her arms from “beached whale” re-entry 
attempts. Two other diving couples from 
the UK and from New Jersey told us that 
the divemaster was the rudest divemas-
ter they have ever experienced. On the 
morning of our scheduled dive, we went 
to the dive shop early and the first thing 
she told us was that the dive shop wasn’t 
open yet and come back later. It was 
0755. Posted open time is 0800. My wife 
ignored her rude, arrogant, dismissal of 
us and proceeded to ask her questions 
about the lack of a boat dock, a ladder, 
etc. She verified that this was true. The 
rude dive master did state that we would 
not be allowed to go on the best dive to 
Speyside because we would first need to 
go on a “skill test” dive at an undesirable 
dive site with seasonally limited visibility 
(murky water from rainy season river 
run-off) with nothing interesting to see 
(if you could see). It would have been 
a waste of time, money and precious 
dive time. They should have told us 
that before they took our money so we 
would have the opportunity to explain 
and document our skill level. My wife is 
a dive instructor with over 800 dives. I 
am advanced open water with 60 dives. 
We asked for our money back, but they 
refused, even though they had not had to 
make any extra provisions to accommo-
date us and the dive boats were not full. 
We discussed with the owners, but they 
had an arrogant and cavalier attitude. 
They are aware of the issues with their 
rude divemaster, but they dismissed it by 
saying she has personality issues because 
her ancestors were slaves on the island 

of Tobago. Well, none of our ancestors 
ever owned slaves, so she should have 
at least been nice to us. That is certainly 
the most creative excuse for horrible 
customer service that I’ve ever heard. 
Under the cover of “company policy,” 
they request payment in advance and 
allow no refunds. They say if you use a 
credit card, you will have to pay a Value 
Added Tax of 16%. However, I think 
the real reason they want cash is so you 
won’t be able to protest the charge on 
your credit card bill should you wish to 
stop diving with them after you have dis-
covered what terrible service you receive. 
It almost seemed that the dive operators 
were trying to get the divers who had 
already paid to cancel (by creating a bad 
diving experience), so they could pocket 
the money and not have to take the boat 
out. When your hotel is on the south side 
of the island and you dive the Speyside 
area, you get to take a 90-minute ride in 
a cramped van over bad roads to get to 
the dive boat. 

TURKS AND CAICOS
This island group, south of the Ba-
hamas and north of the Virgins, fea-
tures awesome walls and clear water. 
Provo, the glitzy island, has spectac-
ular beaches, but it’s an hour’s boat 
ride to the better diving of South or 
West Caicos. Grand Turk is a funky, 
laid-back island that has a wall right 
offshore and occasional fishy surpris-
es. Salt Cay has pretty diving and the 
boats visit Grand Turk’s wall. Bring a 
long-sleeved shirt during the winter; 
it can get cool in the evenings. The 
flight to Provo from Miami is a little 
over an hour. In September 2007, 
Hurricane Ike damaged more than 
80 percent of the structures on both 
Grand Turk and Salt Caye.  None of 
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the following reports are from divers 
visiting after Ike.

Grand Turk 
Blue Water Divers, Private House, Janu-
ary 2008, Embry Rucker, Prospect, KY. 
Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis: 50 to 100 
Feet. Water: 80 to 83 F, calm, choppy. I 
have done several dive trips with Blue 
Water and they never fail to do a good 
job. Things are well organized now that 
Monica is in the office. Mitch’s two new 
dive masters do a good job and are expe-
rienced. Mitch is his usual ebullient self 
and his band, High Tide, is good. Cruise 
ships in Grand Turk don’t have much 
effect on the town as they are only there 
from morning till afternoon. We heard 
whales but didn’t see any while diving.

Blue Water Divers, Osprey Beach, 
January 2008, Gary and Casey Rea 
(garylrea@yahoo.com), Columbus, OH. 
Experience: 101-250 dives. Vis: 50 to 100 
Feet. Water: 74 F, choppy. Osprey Beach 
has good food, good service, and you 
cannot beat the barbecue on Sunday and 
Wednesday and the dancing to Mitch 
and High Tide on those nights. Not to be 
missed. There are rooms on the beach, 
but we wanted to save money, so for 
the second year we stayed at the Osprey 
atrium on the second floor facing Duke 
Street. There are no phones or TV or 
kitchen in the atrium (but there is a 
fridge for the beer). We brought our own 
coffee maker since Michael’s restaurant 
below us is quite expensive. Each night 
we sat outside on the atrium balcony, 
listened to reggae, drank beer, answered 
email from our children and waved at 
the people walking by. On Friday night, 
the Salt Raker is the place, with High 
Tide and dancing with many of the lo-
cals. For lunch, we ate mostly at the Sand 
Bar, best hamburgers and fried food 
on the island, except for fried chicken. 

The Poop Deck is the place to get fried 
chicken that makes you forget how your 
Momma made it. Just be there in time 
or there will be no chicken for you. It 
was a delight. Mitch is great to dive 
with and Monica keeps it all organized. 
You feel like you are diving with old 
friends. We saw healthy coral, a school 
of dolphin, heard the whales (didn’t see 
any underwater), saw a single shark, 
spotted ray, many small fish (including 
a quilled blenny), quite a few grouper, 
lobster, large crabs, eels, and a lion fish. I 
know the lion fish shouldn’t be there, but 
to be at 80 feet and see an animal that is 
on the wrong side of the world is pretty 
exciting. It was a mature, large lion fish. 
Mitch’s minions took care of it appropri-
ately after the dive was over. We also did 
a snorkel trip to Gibbs Cay with Smitty 
who cooked up some barbecue and we 
had some rum punch. Saw stingrays and 
a small shark.

Blue Water Divers, Osprey Beach Hotel, 
February 2008, Richard Connell (con-
nellr@btinternet.com), Colyton, Devon. 
Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis: 20 to 40 
Feet. Water: 68- to 71 F, calm. My regular 
once-a-year leisure dive trip since 1991. 
Always dive with Mitch Rollins of small, 
personal Blue Water Divers and stay with 
Jenny Hanrahan at Osprey Beach Hotel. 
Step back into old Caribbean and its old-
fashioned, easily walked waterfront main 
street. Totally unlike Provo boom-town 
where the big jets set down 40 miles 
away. High number of repeat divers. 
Old hands need not worry about cruise 
ships that stop at isolated northern tip 
and barely noticeable in evenings at the 
popular bars. Perfect spot for a couple of 
mixed ability. February is North Atlantic 
humpback whale and schooling dolphin 
season. Protected national park reef of-
fers enough for experienced and a lot for 
novices.
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Blue Water divers & Grand Turk Div-
ers, Manta House, March 2008 Keith 
Pereira, Vancouver WA. Took Sky King 
puddle jumper from Provo to Grand 
Turk easy 20 min flight…awaiting the 
flight in the small airport restaurant/bar 
was an intoxicated local loudly spewing 
profanity and ranting his views on the 
American presidential primary. Took cab 
($16 for the both of us) to the Manta 
House which is on the West side of the 
island where all the dive operators and 
accommodations are. Stayed at Manta 
House’s Northwest Bungalow with 2 
bedroom, kitchen, bath in a standalone 
cottage. Although not luxury, nothing 
is on Grand Turk: it’s nice accommoda-
tions, 50 yards from the ocean and 5 
min walk to any restaurant or dive shop. 
The gals Tonya and Katja are extremely 
gregarious and helpful and let you know 
of the happenings around town. They 
even tracked down and mailed back 
my dive light I left in the BC of the dive 
operator on my last day. Accommoda-
tions are fairly reasonable ($75 -$150) 
with most visitors being divers looking 
for easy access to dive shops and a place 
to eat & drink…all GT accommodations 
on Duke Street appear to satisfy that 
need. Restaurants were a bit pricey, but 
not as pricey as Provo and the service 
was head and shoulders above Provo. 
Most restaurants offered the usual fare 
of fish, chicken, conch, steak and all 
tasty. Drink prices were less than Provo. 
We saved some money by going to the 
grocery (Cee’s) and buying food stuffs 
to cook some meals in the bungalow. 
Was great to have some eggs, toast and 
coffee each morning on the front porch 
without having to go to a restaurant. We 
also went to the liquor store and picked 
up a supply of beer/rum. Although GT 
is a sleepy little town there is usually at 
least 1 Restaurant/ bar and often times 
a few…that were lively with either some 

type of activity (80’s nite, trivia etc) or 
live music. Also you could just walk to 
another location within 5 minutes, like 
Osprey Beach hotel, the Sandbar, Salt 
Raker Inn, Turks Head Inn. It is all laid 
back and mellow with beach wear, san-
dals cutoffs the norm. Although in town 
and at the grocer and other stores it was 
frowned upon to enter with beachwear 
(females). Go down to the cruise ship 
“compound” when a ship is in port and 
get a blast of Americana….. Shops, food, 
and a mix of cruise passengers ranging 
from loud sometimes obnoxious and 
drunk, to elder seniors buying up all the 
knick knacks in the made-for-tourist 
shops. It’s a shock to the senses and 
after people watching @ Jimmy Buffet’s 
Margaretville for 1 hour…I was ready 
to get back to “real” GT and chill at the 
Sandbar with a Grand Turk Larger, cool 
ocean breezes and a few of the “belon-
gers” (locals). Thankfully most of these 
tourists don’t leave the compound and 
the ones that do take a taxi van to town 
and gaze wide eyed at the locals, beaches 
and stray donkeys! I dove a few days with 
Blue Water and a few days with Smitty 
at GT Divers. Mitch at BWD didn’t dive 
with us; he dives less as he pursues his 
other passion…playing live music (and 
now that he reportedly logged his 7500th 
dive!). The 2 dive DM’s Rob the Welsh-
man and a Kiwi were both competent 
divers who did a good job. On the days 
I dives, at least 2 of the 6-8 divers were 
taking some certifications…either OW 
or AOW…so the Kiwi was usually busy 
with that group. BWD has a 35 ft (boat 
capable of comfortably handling 10 or so 
divers.…they p/u on the beach right in 
front of the House and a short 10 minute 
ride to the dive sites…surface intervals 
we usually came back and grab a bite or 
just chill on the beach (only drinking 
water was provided on the boat). Back-
roll entry’s and exit via a small ladder in 
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the back after handing up your weight 
belt and BC. The equipment provided 
by BWD was worn; most BCD’s were 
frayed, had cracked/broken buckles, hose 
connections were loose, Regs leaked 
and shuttered. I had to switch one out 
after a dive due to difficulty breathing at 
80ft! Although I asked for a computer 
they supposedly had none to offer…
finally Rob let me use his spare. Rob did 
a good job providing safe, fun diving 
and allowed me to dive my profile. The 
dive sites were all good with visibility 
ranging from 80-120 ft although 1 day 
we had about 60 ft vis due to upsurge. 
The walls are dramatic and the drop offs 
are breathtaking. Corals appear to be in 
good shape with fairly diverse reef archi-
tecture. Heard whale songs on almost ev-
ery dive and the usual suspects including 
spotting and following an octopus as he 
hunted. Rob did a great job ensuring the 
divers went to dive sights they wanted 
and also did a great job pointing out 
some fascinating underwater structures 
that might ordinarily be overlooked 
(anchors, coral formations etc). Smitty 
has been diving in these waters for a long 
time. GTD has a small 30 ft boat that p/u 
at the beach. One day there was 1 other 
diver and the other day I was solo with 
Smitty…it was like a personal tour! The 
equipment at GTD was in good shape 
no tears, leaks or other issues, and finally 
had a computer for me each of the days 
I requested. Smitty does a great job as-
sessing your skill and then providing you 
the most dramatic, outstanding diving 
experience. On our solo dive we were 
able to experience some unique (and 
deep) wall formations yet still have an 
extended dive enjoying all that the walls/
corals have to offer. On one dive after a 
deep dive to observe some turtles, spent 
the last 30 minutes over the sand. Smitty 
was great pointing out rays, bat fish, and 
other sand creatures that are easily over-

looked. On the second day my girlfriend 
joined us on the boat, and we purposely 
went to a spot where he and I could view 
some amazing walls and reef animals 
and she could snorkel near the boat and 
experience some wonderful marine habi-
tat…he even provided her with mask, 
snorkel and fins …free of charge. 

Blue Water Divers, April 2008, Embry 
C. Rucker, Prospect, KY. Experience: 
251-500 dives. Vis: 50 to 100 Feet. Water: 
78 to 82 F, calm. Mantas were seen on 
one-day side trip to South Caicos; rest 
was off Grand Turk. Mitch’s outfit, Blue 
Water Divers, is improving steadily and 
he is still fun to dive with.

Bohio Resort, February 2008, Stanley 
Holz (saholz@verizon.net), Whitefield, 
NH. Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis: 
60 to 100 Feet. Water: 78 to 79 F, calm, 
no currents. The Bohio Dive Resort is 
a small, laid-back beach front hotel. 
There are two two-story buildings with 
8 rooms each. The main building houses 
the reception desk, bar, and dining 
areas. There is also a small dive shop for 
rental gear, and a small storage shed for 
dive gear. The beach area is nice, with a 
beautiful view of the western horizon. 
You are treated to a stunning sunset 
every evening. We did 10 dives. They use 
a 24’ Carolina skiff, which can accom-
modate about 8 divers comfortably. 
Most times there were only 4 of us on 
the boat, plus the two DMs. Typical time 
to most sites was less than 10 minutes. 
Walls were impressive, and reefs gener-
ally healthy except for some bleaching 
in areas. We did hear humpback whales 
singing on several dives, which was a 
real treat. Gibbs Cay is a fun outing and 
you will have some large rays brush up 
against your legs looking for handouts. 
We covered 10 different dive sites during 
our stay. Aquarium, Alien Nation, Mac-
Donald’s, Finnbar’s Reef, Anchor, Black 
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Forest, Amphitheater, Chief Minister, 
Coral Garden, and Library. Since the 
wall is only a couple of hundred yards 
away, most were just minutes from the 
beach. Surface intervals were done on 
shore back at the Bohio. Equipment is 
stored in a small dive shack on the beach. 
It has two rows of hangers for BCs and 
wetsuits, but not much else. Tanks were 
all on the boat, but we brought our 
own gear aboard every morning. Our 
group did our own gear setup and safety 
checks. We did see a couple of new divers 
during the week, and the DMs helped 
them with their gear. A large cooler filled 
with fresh water was on the boat, and 
served as our camera rinse tank. Two of 
us dove Nitrox. The tanks were at the 
dive shop every morning, with an ana-
lyzer and log book. Fills were generally 
right on, 32% with 3100-3200 PSI. A 24’ 
Carolina skiff is not a roomy boat. Even 
with just the 4 divers and 2 DMs, it felt 
cramped. One day, 2 other divers joined 
us and it really was cramped. The boat 
was equipped with a radio and oxygen. 
We always got a thorough briefing of the 
dive site and were helped into our BCs 
before entry. Entry was always a back 
roll off the side of the boat. Getting back 
on the boat was via a small ladder, hung 
off the back. Most dives started with 
a short swim to and down a wall. The 
walls here are impressive and teeming 
with life. I wouldn’t say it compares with 
Bloody Bay Wall off Little Cayman, but 
it is good wall diving. The typical dive 
profile would take us down to 70 to 90 
with a swim along the wall face until 
someone hit 1500 PSI. We would then 
turn around, swim back, and come up 
near the boat on a shallow reef, where 
we would stay until we felt like surfac-
ing. Blowing off air in the shallows often 
turned out to be the most interesting 
part of some dives, given the amount 
of flora and fauna we would always see. 

My shortest dive was 45 minutes, but 
most went for a full hour. At Alien Na-
tion I heard my first humpback whales. 
It was really quite eerie and exciting. 
Their songs were surprisingly loud and 
varied from high pitched whistles to low 
grunting sounds. The whale songs were 
heard on at least four different dives. We 
saw turtles at many sites, and they let us 
get fairly close to them. I also saw lots of 
trumpetfish, large grey angels, trunkfish, 
and fairy basslets. Chief Minister was 
notable for several large fields of garden 
eels. Coral Garden is famous for its 
resident grouper, Alexander. Alexander 
will swim right up to you and wait to 
be petted. Parrotfish were seen at most 
sites, but nowhere near the numbers 
seen in places like Bonaire. Barracuda 
were scarce, but the few we saw were 
huge. The reefs were generally in good 
shape. There was good color, but not as 
vibrant as Cozumel. Some bleaching was 
evident. The Bohio advertises shore div-
ing. We didn’t try it, nor did we ever see 
anyone shore dive. The area off the beach 
is shallow, with depths ranging from 3 
to 8 feet. It’s mostly patch reef and, while 
suitable for snorkeling, doesn’t seem to 
offer much for divers. You’d really have 
to swim out well over 100 yards to the 
wall to hit any good diving. There is a 
decent small, shallow reef about 50 yards 
offshore, and the snorkelers did have 
some fun out there. Closer to shore, the 
shallows host many juveniles. The Bohio 
is a plain and simple place. A fine beach, 
warm weather, and some great food, few 
amenities.

Bohio Divers, March 2008, Eldon 
Okazaki, Sunnyvale, CA. Experience: 
501-1000 dives. Vis: 40 to 80 Feet. Water: 
24 to 25 C, calm, surge. Owner, Kelly, 
e-mailed me about 50% off rack rate 
of $1.5K for lodging and diving; only 
3 divers for 4 days of diving; storm on 
day before flight canceled dives that 
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day; water was cold at 75-76 F even with 
pinnacle vest, beanie and full 3 mm suit; 
saw hogfish, nurse sharks (3), baby sting 
ray, more than a few hawksbill turtles; 3 
schools of bottlenose dolphins passing us 
underwater; regular tropical fishes -- liz-
ard, jawfish, parrot fishes, blue chromis, 
black durgon, angelfishes, etc. In 2008 
tour book on Caribbean, the restaurant 
was supposed to be good but after the 
first dinner there (BBQ), I ate dinners 
on the town. The dive master, Ruben, 
was also boat captain; he claimed lots of 
whale sharks, mantas, etc. at South Af-
rica. Nice resort and good service except 
for some meals; cook was usually late for 
breakfast; after 1st day, resort was almost 
deserted despite 15 rooms. UW Photog-
raphy Comments: vat for cameras on 
shore; short boat rides, so do not need 
fresh water container.

Grand Turk Diving Co., Osprey Beach 
Hotel, April 2008, Barbara Shively 
(barbshively@comcast.net), La Plata, 
MD. Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis: 75 
to 100 Feet. Water: 77 to 79 F, choppy. 
Algrove (Smitty) Smith finally, after 
many years with Sea Eye Diving, has 
his own dive shop, Grand Turk Diving 
Co., in the same building that used to 
house Sea Eye. My husband and I have 
been diving all over the Caribbean for 
many years and with Smitty for about 
12 years. I consider him the best dive 
master anywhere! Based on personal 
experience, he ranks tops as an instruc-
tor, a proficient and careful divemaster, 
a super spotter of critters, and a darned 
nice guy -- this doesn’t even cover his 
frequent equipment repairs to our gear 
that was messed up during servicing at 
home! Everyone I know who has ever 
dived with Smitty considers him the 
best. His new operation has all new 
equipment including great new tanks 
that allowed us to drop 2 to 4 lbs. each 
from our weights. As an underwater 

photographer, I often ask Smitty to look 
out for some particular critter I want to 
shoot and more often than not he finds 
it. In fact he finds things I can’t even see 
like tiny pipehorses and pipefish! Don’t 
go expecting to keep to a strict schedule 
-- almost all of our dives are more than 
an hour bottom time, with many of 
them going to an hour-and-a-quarter or 
longer. Repeat customers become friends 
for life -- it’s just that sort of place and 
that sort of operation. UW Photography 
Comments: short boat rides and surface 
intervals on shore at hotel make onboard 
facilities unimportant. Smitty is great 
about handling our camera gear. 

Oasis Divers, Bohio, April 2008, John 
Haurykiewicz, Plymouth, MN. Experi-
ence: 51-100 dives. Vis: 70 Feet. Water: 78 
F, calm. Wall is terrific. Separate stingray 
trip is $65/person, worth doing once in 
your life. Group of 23 was divided into 
two sections diving from the same boat 
each day, with rotating local dive leaders 
from Oasis. Boat crew was helpful in get-
ting in and out of the water, and the dive 
leaders occasionally found interesting 
things to see UW. Swim-throughs were 
fun. Cockburn Town has a maritime 
museum with wreck artifacts dating to 
the time of Columbus voyages. Dolphins 
swam with us one day, believed to come 
from the release program in the Caicos. 
One pair performed for us without 
prompting ... swam belly to belly, pat-
ting flippers as they swam ... great show. 
Some divers in group were not used 
to running on “island time” and were 
frustrated at slow and irregular food and 
drink service at the resort, but overall, 
Bohio was good to excellent. Make sure 
to catch a performance of the divemas-
ter/folk-rock band leader Mitch Rolling 
in town. UW Photography Comments: 
no table, separate rinse tank on board.
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Oasis Divers, Manta House, July 2008, 
Curtis and Robyn Loesing, Elsberry, 
MO. Experience: 150+ dives. Vis: 70 to 
100 Feet. Water: 80 F, calm. This is our 
second trip to Grand Turk. Oasis Divers 
is great. Arrive at 9:00 a.m. and all gear 
is on board and assembled. Ten-minute 
trips to dive sites allows surface inter-
vals to be spent on shore at dive shop. 
Never had more than 4 divers on boat 
at any time. Lots of personal attention. 
Mackey and other dive masters do a 
good job with briefings, and allow you to 
dive at your own pace. Our 14-year-old 
obtained his open water certification in 
4 days from Max, who was impressive 
as a dive instructor. On Matt’s first open 
water dive, 4 dolphins visited our group. 
Cruise ship divers are handled out of a 
different shop, so serious divers do not 
even know they are around. Everett and 
Dale have made every effort to keep each 
group separate and happy. Tonya and 
Katya at Manta House are great people, 
and accommodating. Bedroom, kitchen, 
living room, comfortable, and located 
two doors away from dive shop. July 
heat does overcome AC, which is only in 
master bedroom. However, we have been 
told that they are about to get central 
air. Their bar/restaurant, Sandbar, is on 
beach and has the best grouper on the 
island.

Oasis Divers, Osprey Beach Resort, 
August 2008, Robin Masson (ram@
massonlaw.com), Ithaca, NY. Experi-
ence: 101-250 dives. Vis: 60 to 80 Feet. 
Water: 82 to 84 F, calm. This is a fabulous 
operation! I sigh as I write this, since 
we only had two days of diving before 
Hurricane Hanna hit, followed closely 
by Hurricane Ike. Now I hear that all 
boats have been destroyed, and 80% of 
houses damaged, so I don’t know how 
long they will take to recover. But when 
they do, patronize them and you won’t 
be sorry! Mackie, veteran dive master, is 

the best I’ve ever had. He loves to dive, 
and wants to squeeze the most out of 
every one of them. He goes slow, so you 
can see all the little critters and appreci-
ate the beauty of the walls, which start at 
about 50-60 feet and plunge way down. 
No need to go below 80 feet for most 
dives, yielding a long dive -- each of ours 
was more than an hour, and one was an 
hour and 26 minutes! Boats are small, 
but roomy enough for the 6 divers they 
take on each one. They have 63 cf tanks 
for those of us who like the little ones. 
Reefs are healthy and full of fish, turtles, 
and even some swimming nurse sharks. 
The wall is just off shore, so the boat 
rides to the dive sites are, at most, 10 
minutes. Surface intervals are taken back 
at the shop, where you can stretch your 
legs, hang out on the beach, or whatever. 
You leave your gear after your first dive 
and never handle it again till you leave. 
Good-quality rental gear, as well. Pricing 
is fair. They will arrange night dives if 
you want, even for just two people, but 
we didn’t get a chance to do so before all 
h--- broke loose with the hurricanes. I’ll 
definitely go back, but not during hur-
ricane season! Osprey Beach Resort is/
was a nice little hotel on the beach, just 
a couple hundred yards down the road 
from the dive shop. The rooms are clean 
and airy and full of light, well furnished 
and many of them have kitchenettes with 
2 burners, microwave, toaster oven and 
coffee maker. The staff was accommo-
dating to our needs, and put out yeoman 
effort when Hurricane Hanna caused the 
power to go out -- they fed 20 hungry, 
bored divers out of a tiny kitchen on 
generator power with alacrity and good 
humor. They had a beautiful beach, 
which washed away during Hurricane 
Hanna, but maybe the next storm will 
bring it back. If they recover from Hur-
ricane Ike, they’re a nice place to stay on 
the island. UW Photography Comments: 
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Big dunk tank on shore; fresh water 
bucket on boat. No film processing on is-
land. Surface intervals taken back at dive 
shop, so plenty of room to fiddle with 
cameras as needed when back on shore.

Providenciales 
Beaches, April 2008, Mike (mcvna@aol.
com), Katy, TX. Experience: 251-500 
dives. Vis: 80 to 100 Feet. Water: 78 
to 79 F, choppy. Beaches was a pleas-
ant surprise in diver flexibility. Upon 
arrival the dive operation required a 
skills assessment and orientation dive. 
Teaching status instructor only had to 
listen to orientation but participated 
in orientation dive. Beaches provided 
two-tank boat dives in the morning, 
punctual departure and split the boat 
+/- 15 divers on average into experience 
level groups. OW in one group, advanced 
in another group and buddy divers 
(requires AOW cert and computer) 
independent of groups. The groups that 
were led had depth limits prescribed 
but not enforced. AOW was max 100’. 
There really wasn’t anything to see on 
the wall below 100’ except large turtles, 
sharks and occasional rays. Dive train-
ing was also provided, and those divers 
were on different boats. There were at 
least 3 Newton dive boats (2 were >42’). 
During the 1st half of the week dives 
were done off of the NW point of Provo. 
The second part of the week the weather 
kicked up from the north and Beaches 
shuttled divers by van ( 15 min) to the 
south side of Provo to dive West Caicos 
Wall. Food and accommodations were 
above average at Beaches and I would 
recommend this all-inclusive resort to 
anyone who does not have an aversion to 
nippers. I found the inclusive diving to 
be enjoyable and well worth the money 
spent. The reef was in poor condition. 
Much was covered with sand and there 

was minimal color. I was told the sand 
was due to development and dredging. 
I could not confirm that. Overall the 
diving was good, little or no current and 
nice deep walls. Of all the places I have 
been diving, I would rate this trip a 6-7 
on a scale of 10. It has potential to be >8 
but we may have caught the Turks at the 
wrong time. The only accommodation 
for cameras was a broken ice chest with 
water in it. No dedicated rinse or soak 
tank on shore for cameras.

Caicos Adventures, The Regent Palms, 
November 2007, Holly Etlin, New York, 
NY. Experience: 51-100 dives. Vis: 50 
to 100 Feet. Water: 76 F, choppy. Fifi’s 
operation is superb. Great people and 
a focus on service. They set up all gear, 
switch your gear between dives and rinse 
and store it for you. It is a long boat ride 
to the sites. We dove French Key one 
day and the West Caicos wall the next 
day; each took about 50 minutes to get 
to. They served lunch in between dives. 
Staff were genuinely friendly and wanted 
everyone to have a good time. The boats 
were pristine and uncrowded. We were 
asked to follow the group on the wall, 
but could dive our own profiles and 
timing. DMs were looking for sharks, 
turtles and unusual small critters, mak-
ing sure we saw them. We were picked up 
promptly at 8:15 every day, but did not 
get back to the hotel until about 3:00 -- 
with sunset early this time of year, it did 
not leave much time for the beach, which 
was lovely. UW Photography Comments: 
Separate fresh water tank (no non-
camera gear allowed), DMs focused on 
finding unusual sea life; they were careful 
with your gear.

Caicos Adventures, December 2007, 
Gabriel I. Peñagarícano (guigo34@
hotmail.com), Guaynabo, PR. Experi-
ence: 501-1000 dives. Vis: 30 to 100 Feet. 
Water: 79 to 80 F, calm. The premier 
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diving operation on Providenciales. The 
boats are second to none. The staff is 
competent and extremely helpful. I went 
with my son, who was recuperating from 
a skiing accident, and he was able to 
dive without any problem, once he was 
helped with his equipment and placed 
in the water. Fifi Kunz remains the best 
there is in the area. 

Caicos Adventures, Grandview Con-
dominiums, December 2007, David 
Dornbusch, Berkeley, CA. Experience: 
251-500 dives. Vis: 75 to 100 Feet. Water: 
80 to 81 F, calm. Caicos Adventures is 
an excellent dive operation. Donna and 
her reservation/logistics staff are cordial, 
efficient, and responsive to inquiries 
and arrangement requests. Fifi chooses 
excellent dive sites according to tides 
and currents. He and his boat and dive 
crews are congenial, efficient and safety 
conscious. The two boats have large 
and clean restrooms. The larger boat is 
reasonably comfortable for the 15 or so 
divers on board each day. However, the 
smaller boat is not comfortable for more 
than about 8-9 divers, although as many 
as 14-15 were on board twice during 
our 6 days of diving. However, maxi-
mum of 6 in any dive group. Water and 
a Gatorade-type were the only drinks 
on the boat. Between dives, lunch was 
either a turkey or ham sandwich (turkey 
and tuna on Friday). Nothing to eat after 
the dives. Inexperienced divers are well 
guided. Experienced divers are free to do 
their own thing or follow a dive master. 
Everyone must use a computer. The 
nearest dive sites are about a 40+ minute 
boat ride, but well worth the trip. Corals, 
wide variety of invertebrates (mag-
nificent sponges), and fish are about as 
diverse and plentiful as anywhere I’ve 
found in the Caribbean. However, pick-
up and drop-off from/to our lodging 
was a fairly tedious 45-minute bus ride, 
because we were at the eastern-most 

end of Grace Bay, and therefore, were 
first on and last off. Trip highlight was 
a 20-foot whale shark that cruised back 
and forth through our group for about 
30 minutes, swimming within arm’s 
reach on each pass. Aisa, one of the boat 
captains, said it was only the second he’d 
seen in 6 years. Spotted eagle rays and 
lobster on nearly every dive. Turtles ev-
ery other day. Some dolphins, stingrays, 
a few sharks, morays, barracuda, a large 
spotted drum, many grouper (one who 
loved to be petted), schools of jacks and 
all the usual reef fish, even a lion fish. 
Stayed in a comfortable condo in the 
18-unit Grandview. Restaurants good, 
but many quite expensive. Shopped at 
a well stocked IGA supermarket and a 
local lobster retailer, making our own 
huge breakfasts and a couple of dinners. 
Best restaurant food we found was at the 
Caicos Cafe. Much better than the touted 
Anacaona, Coco Bistro, or Coyaba, and 
for 2/3 the price. A few biting bugs just 
after sunset; otherwise, bug-free. Some 
high octane DEET kept most away, 
and Afterbite quickly took care of any 
damage from the few that got through. 
80-degree water makes 3 mm. wetsuits 
my recommended minimum. 5 mm. 
One dive master wore a hood. He and 
another wore 7 mm. wetsuits.

Caicos Adventures, Caribbean Para-
dise Inn, January 2008, Mort Rolleston 
(mortmandu@rcn.com), Washington, 
DC. Experience: 101-250 dives. Vis: 100 
to 150 Feet. Water: 76 to 78 F, calm. We 
dove three days with Caicos Adventures, 
which regularly dives West Caicos (10 
miles away) and French Cay (16 miles 
away). We only saw one other small dive 
boat the whole time. Both have the repu-
tation for the best diving in the area, as 
well as the Caribbean writ large. Caicos 
Adventures is an excellent outfit. They 
sent around a rental car shuttle bus-type 
vehicle to pick up divers around Provo 
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around 8:00 to 8:30 each day. By roughly 
9 a.m., the boat, located on a small ma-
rina on the south side of Provo, started 
its 30- to 45-minute pleasant trek out 
to the dive sites (one day on French Cay 
and two on West Caicos). After two dives 
at different sites with a one-hour surface 
interval in between, the boat returned 
by about 2-ish, and we were back at our 
hotels by 3-ish -- enough time to relax 
on the beach for a couple of hours before 
the sun set. The crew included 2-3 dive-
masters who guided divers if they chose 
to -- with the groups divided by skill/
experience level -- or conducted classes. 
Caicos Adventures allowed you to dive 
your own profiles, with the only limit of 
not going deeper than 80 feet. It was a 
reasonable request, given most of what 
was interesting to see was above 80 feet 
anyway. They also took complete care of 
your equipment -- setting up, changing 
between dives, rinsing at the end of the 
day, storing overnight, etc. The boat itself 
was probably the nicest, most comfort-
able, and well designed non-live-aboard 
dive boat I’ve been on. The operation 
is run by French ex-pat Fifi Kunz, who 
has been the discoverer of many of the 
sites on those islands, for over 15 years. 
He often skippers the boat, and is an 
interesting, easy-going guy to chat with 
as well. The diving is all on walls similar 
(according to one dive guidebook) to 
those on Caymans and Cozumel. Basi-
cally the wall starts around 50 feet in 
depth, and maybe a few hundred yards 
off the coast. Most contained a sand 
gully/channel that cut through the edge 
of the wall (usually they marked the dive 
sites, which are often named after the 
gullies). More than 100 feet from the 
wall along the top as you head toward 
shore is mostly sand, with a few small 
coral bommies instead of the typical 
spur-and-groove formations of many 
shallow places (apparently the snorkel-

ing going toward the shore is quite good, 
as many critters you don’t normally see 
when snorkeling often show up). We’d 
usually head out to the wall, explore any 
gullies, “fly” along wall at 80-ish feet 
for a little bit, then head up to the lush 
corals along top of the wall and slowly 
work our way back to the boat amongst 
all the coral and fish. The key difference 
between French Cay and West Caicos 
was that the former had dependable 
sightings of hawksbill turtles (pretty rare 
in much of Caribbean) and large spotted 
eagle rays (1-2 per dive each). The fish 
life on all the sites was pretty impressive 
-- especially for the Caribbean. You basi-
cally saw all the major Caribbean species 
on most every dive -- though usually not 
in the big schools you often see in Key 
Largo. We also saw reef sharks on more 
than half the dives. Coral for the most 
part was pretty impressive and healthy 
-- especially for Caribbean -- with an 
interesting combination of the soft coral 
you often see in the Bahamas/Keys, with 
some of the hard corals more typical of 
Bonaire, though not nearly as prolific as 
the latter. We also saw huge gorgonian 
fans at the Gorgonian Wall site (only 
other place I’ve seen I think is in Austra-
lia). Visibility was excellent (easily over 
100 feet, if not 200), due apparently to 
the lack of rainfall and river runoff. We 
also saw some big critters from the sur-
face. Off West Caicos, we saw a migrat-
ing humpback whale just off the wall. 
On most dives, we actually could hear 
them communicating in the distance if 
you were quiet, which was cool. We also 
saw a small manta ray (5-6 feet across) 
on the way out to West Caicos. Provo 
is pretty small and unique, definitely 
upscale. This is not an island of gaudy, 
cheesy, touristy establishments, gazil-
lions of young spring breaker types, and 
local panhandlers/hucksters roaming 
the beaches. Like the Bahamas for most 
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part, it is a rather arid environment, 
with low shrubs and trees on sandy soil 
on top of limestone formations that 
have risen out of the sea. The beaches 
and water are another story altogether. 
Provo’s Grace Bay, a national park, is a 
shallow bay surrounded by a coral reef 
that combines to create breathtakingly 
intense turquoise water. Doesn’t seem to 
have much of a local, native population 
(known as “Belongers”) or culture, like 
most of the other islands. Provo’s rapidly 
growing population seems dominated by 
American and European ex-pats. Good 
for chilling out at night with an adult 
beverage or two after eating some of the 
Caribbean’s best food in among its nicest 
restaurants. 

Caicos Adventures, Royal West Indies 
Resort, April 2008, Martin Kelly 
(mandlkelly@charter.net), Uxbridge, 
MA. Experience: 101-250 dives. Vis: 100 
to 150 Feet. Water: 78 to 82 F, calm. This 
hot travel destination-is cooling off a bit 
-- it may stop the hotel overbuilding. My 
wife and I stayed at the Royal West Indies 
Resort, one of the nicest and plushest 
places we have ever stayed. We easily 
walked the beach at night after dinner -- 
to restaurants like Bella Luna, the return 
trip to Hemingway’s and the casino is 
close by for some blackjack. We chose a 
garden view room that had a great view 
of the pool and even granite countertops 
in our kitchenette! The house Res-
taurant, Mango Reef, we ate at several 
times and were surprised at the fantastic 
seafood dishes -- some with curry -- that 
are common here. We saved money by 
eating in a few times. Our favorite res-
taurant was the Bella Luna, with fantastic 
seafood risotto. Generally, we were dis-
appointed with the food and exorbitant 
prices -- up to $230.00 for 2 ! Don’t 
miss Da Conch Shack for Conch salad 
and rum ! The boat Caicos Adventures 
uses is quite spacious -- a double-hulled 

catamaran that is quite stable -- for those 
40-minute trips. The rinse bucket was a 
little small with 3 or 4 cameras in it at a 
time. We saw a reef shark on every other 
dive, and many spotted eagle rays -- a 
turtle or two -- what more could you ask 
for? The sponges are huge and healthy, 
and was quite satisfied with the walls 
around West Caicos.

Caicos Adventures, Ocean Club West, 
August 2008, Jim Thomas, Cleveland, 
OH. Experience: 101-250 dives. Vis: 
75 to 125 Feet. Water: 83 to 84 F, calm. 
This is a superb dive operation, with a 
competent and friendly staff. The boats 
were by far the best non-live-aboards 
I’ve ever dived, providing a comfortable 
and enjoyable ride to the superb wall 
dives that lie 40-60 minutes away. I was 
there with my wife and her 2 teenage 
daughters, who all obtained their AOW 
certification on this trip. Emma, their 
British instructor, is a former nanny, 
and it showed in the genuine care she 
demonstrated throughout the training 
process. All emerged much stronger and 
more confident divers, while also having 
wonderful fun throughout the process. 
We also dove with Emma’s husband, 
Roger, who was a terrific divemas-
ter. Together they exemplify the staff 
that owner Fifi Kunz hires: seasoned, 
extremely competent, but also friendly 
and fun. Kudos also to Wes and Bea, 
another divemaster/instructor couple, 
and Asa, who commanded the boat with 
authority and dry humor. Their great 
boats allow them to dive the outer walls 
of West Caicos and French Cay every 
day. We started each day with a deep 
wall dive (100 feet or so) with beautiful, 
healthy coral, giant sponges, and a host 
of critters (usually a shark or two, turtles, 
big groupers, lobsters, crabs, and lots of 
reef fish). Even the surface interval was 
fun, with baguette sandwiches and chips 
offered and plenty of room in the sun 
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or the shade, whatever your preference. 
The second (and third, on three-tank 
Thursdays) dives went to 60-70 feet, but 
still allowed a lot of wall action, as the 
top begins around 30-40 feet (and drops 
over a mile). During the girls’ peak per-
formance buoyancy test, an over-friendly 
grouper and a reef shark positioned 
themselves in the middle of the group 
with hilarious results. Ocean Club West 
accommodation was great, including a 
full kitchen where we could prepare all 
breakfasts and lunches on nondiving 
days. The beach and pool were never 
crowded. For dinners, a rental car is a 
near necessity unless you want to confine 
yourself to walkable restaurants. Our 
favorites were Baci and Aqua in Turtle 
Cove. UW Photography Comments: 
Camera tank provided. Lots of good sub-
ject material with good visibility.

Dive Provo, Sibonne Beach Ho-
tel, March 2008, Larry Sensenig 
(LPSensenig@msn.com), Sioux City, 
IA. Experience: 101-250 dives. Vis: 75 
to 100 Feet. Water: 79 to 80 F, calm, 
choppy. While in Providenciales, my 
wife and I (along with another couple) 
stayed at the Sibonne Beach Hotel. This 
intimate boutique hotel was adequate, 
but not fancy. Room amenities included 
cable TV, mini-fridge, hair-dryer, air 
conditioning, coffee maker, direct-
dial telephone and an in-room safe. 
The inner court yard was a garden of 
mature plants and trees. A small pool 
was on the property. Associated with 
the hotel was the Bay Bistro Restaurant. 
This restaurant made it handy to grab 
a complimentary continental breakfast 
before diving. Evening meals were good, 
but as reported by other Undercurrent 
readers, the restaurant staff seemed to 
be slow and some had an attitude. The 
Sibonne is right on Grace Bay Beach, 
which was one of the best beaches I 
have ever been on. Other restaurants I 

would recommend are the Bella Luna, 
Graces Cottage, and Hemingway’s. All 
of these restaurants were within walking 
distance of the Sibonne Beach Hotel. 
The Gecko transportation system was 
no longer available on the island (it went 
bankrupt). Dinners at these restaurants 
were excellent, but remember that food 
prices on the island are typically higher 
than in the U.S. Dive Provo provided the 
diving for the trip. Dive Provo staff were 
professional, friendly, helpful and fun to 
be around. Boats were well maintained, 
with post-dive showers and camera rinse 
tubs available. Staff provided sand-
wiches, snacks and drinks after the first 
dive of the day. A typical dive day started 
around 8:00-8:15 a.m. with a shuttle bus 
stopping at the hotel. After several more 
hotel stops, the bus went to the Dive 
Provo dive shop. Once all divers were 
checked in and supplies loaded, it was 
back on the bus and off to the marina on 
the other side of the island (the bumpy 
dirt road is another story). After being 
assigned a boat (no shoes are allowed on 
the boat), you quickly took off to your 
dive site. All sites were approximately 50-
60 minutes away from the marina. Some 
of the trips were challenging (some div-
ers felt nauseous) because of the choppy 
water, but other trips were smooth. All 
dives began with a briefing. You could 
follow the dive master or you were 
free to follow your own profile. Water 
temperature was a consistent 79 F. Water 
visibility was always at least 75-100 feet. 
All sites were wall dives with some of the 
healthiest coral reefs I have experienced. 
In addition to the fish mentioned below, 
you would always come upon abundant 
schooling fish, such as smallmouth 
grunts or French grunts. At West Caicos 
we saw barracuda, green eel, a yellow 
sea horse, lobster, crab and a black tip 
shark. At French Cay there were grouper, 
several turtles, along with a couple of 
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reef sharks. At Northwest point we saw 
grouper and the ever-elusive sand eel. 
On the return trip from French Cay, we 
ran into a pod of 10-12 dolphins that put 
on quite a show. Overall, I really enjoyed 
diving in Providenciales (there are no 
cruise ship -- at least not yet), but they 
are building many new hotels all over the 
island (even on the once-deserted West 
Caicos Island). Would I dive here again? 
Most definitely! Would I dive with Dive 
Provo? Without a doubt. 

Flamingo Divers, January 2008, Greg 
Norman (gtnorman@gmail.com), Lib-
ertyville, IL. Experience: 251-500 dives. 
Vis: 75 to 100 Feet. Water: 77 to 78 F, 
calm. Great operation. Eight divers max. 
The 28-foot boat was great but there is 
limited shelter on a rainy day (who cares, 
suck it up!). Mickey and Jayne (princi-
pals) are attractive, professional, gracious 
and competent hosts and crew. The boat 
is well maintained and has full safety 
gear -- O2, radio, etc. Good boat brief-
ing. Mickey schlepped my gear aboard 
and set up my rig. Valet diving at its best. 
Both Jayne and Mickey are quietly yet 
obviously competent. The diving was 
great! Sunny, flat seas, and great vis. The 
NW point of Providenciales had great 
walls, lots of reef sharks, healthy coral 
(no bleaching or algae cover) a couple of 
friendly turtles, and a whale that other 
boats reported off our stern that we 
unfortunately didn’t see! Short and sweet 
site briefing w/ emphasis on navigation 
landmarks for an easy return to the boat 
for those going off on their own. Perfect. 
Profile is up to you, as long as no deco 
and you come up w/ 500 psi. I poodled 
around in the shallows for 20 minutes 
longer than the others on my 1st dive w/ 
nary a comment other than a cheerful 
“how was the dive?” from Mickey. 

Flamingo Divers, Royal West Indies, 
June 2008, Jason Pellegatto (jpell@

charter.net), Worcester, MA. Experience: 
251-500 dives. Vis: 75 to 100 Feet. Water: 
80 to 82 F, calm. All 3 days were at sites at 
West Caicos, which is about a 45-minute 
boat ride from Provo. Reef sharks were 
seen every day. Also common were lots 
of larger fish such as grouper, jacks and 
snapper that I don’t see in other places. 
There are also lots of smaller tropicals, 
and the walls are in pretty good shape. 
Flamingo Divers is an excellent small 
operation. Their boat holds 6 divers 
max. On the first 2 days, we only had 4 
divers on the boat. I was given plenty 
of freedom to dive my own profile as 
long as I surfaced with 500 psi. Tank set 
up, swapping, and equipment washing 
was done for me. Mickey and Jayne, 
who run the operation, are professional, 
courteous, and will do anything to make 
sure that you have a good time. Jayne 
even offered to make a stop for us at the 
supermarket or store on the ride back 
to my resort. The Royal West Indies is 
a good, mid-priced resort, with a good, 
on-site restaurant, the Mango Reef. The 
rooms are up-to-date, clean, and com-
fortable. They are situated right on Grace 
Bay beach. We never had trouble getting 
a chair with an umbrella for shade.

Flamingo Divers, August 2008, Michele 
Nollner, Keswick, VA. Experience: 251-
500 dives. Vis: 50 to 80 Feet. Water: 79 
to 82 F, calm, choppy. Mickey and Jayne 
run a fantastic operation. Keeping the 
group small and intimate makes for a 
personal dive experience. Their knowl-
edge of the dive sites and what we could 
expect to see was invaluable. We saw 
sharks on almost every dive! The only 
time we touched our gear was when we 
inspected it prior to going in the water! 
Turks and Caicos Club is a smaller hotel 
with suite-sized rooms. Nice, comfort-
able rooms with comfortable beds (a 
test of any good hotel). The room comes 
with an American breakfast that began 
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at 7:30 (sometimes we had to gulp down 
breakfast to make it to the dock by 8:00 
a.m.). Dinner at the hotel restaurant, 
Safari, was excellent.

Ocean Vibes, Sibonne Hotel, March 
2008, Keith Pereira, Vancouver WA. 
Sibonne is a budget hotel on Grace Bay. 
The Garden view rooms are small but 
adequate for a week without feeling too 
cramped. Ours had a double and twin 
bed. The refrigerator was big enough to 
hold a 6 pack and some snacks. Bath-
room and shower was adequate but ours 
leaked through the wall under the twin 
bed when you took extended showers. 
The grounds were nice and the beach is a 
mere 50 yard walk through the gardens, 
past the pool. The Beach is wonder-
ful white sand with about 12 Tiki style 
umbrellas. The beach in front of the 
hotel was never crowded. There is open 
space on both sides of the hotel which 
buffers it from the big suites and villas 
whose beach fronts were packed with 
families/kids/grandparents. At Sibonne’, 
during high season “no kids allowed.” 
Not much to do beside sit on the beach 
and/or dive. Many resorts have kayaks, 
catamarans, parasailing, snorkeling etc. 
Some also have their own restaurants 
and unless you’re driving or willing to 
walk there are not lots of dining options 
close. The food at most restaurants is 
above average, but so are the prices….
beer about $7, house wine $9, and a 
Bailey’s on the rocks $13! The service is 
typical Caribbean speed, at times with 
attitude. Many restaurants add 20% 
gratuity (service fee) so look at your bill! 
Bay Bistro-Sibonne Hotel -- good dinner, 
good lunch, high prices, slow service, 
bad attitudes. Sibonne provides a “free” 
continental which consists of coffee, 
toast and a sliver of fruit; prepare to wait 
a long time and get horrible service. If 
you order off the menu ($) you’ll get the 
regular slow service, and less attitude. 

Shark Bite-Pub/Bar/restaurant -- good 
food, fair prices, good service Danny 
Bouy’s (Irish) -- good food, fair prices, 
good service. Bella Luna (Italian) -- good 
food, fair prices, good service. I dove 
with Ocean Vibes. Because I had sold all 
my gear, I rented equipment (sans mask 
fins). OV’s equipment was fairly worn, 
but serviceable, they always had a skin, 
shorty, mask, light or whatever someone 
needed. Although I had asked for a com-
puter when making my reservation, they 
only had one 2 of the 4 days and was the 
DM’s personal backup. They p/u at the 
hotel at 8am and you’re at the dock at 
8:30. The boat is spacious enough for a 
dozen+ divers and their gear. Gear was 
set up while a DM was giving a briefing. 
Gear was brought to you where you sit; 
back roll entry. Exit procedures consisted 
of handing weight belt to DM in the boat 
and slipping out of your BC and handing 
it to DM, then climbing a smallish latter. 
In 4 days, there were 3 DM’s Cindy, Rob 
and Megan and the boat had 5-10 div-
ers. Dove Northwest point dive sites for 
3 days, with boat rides of about 30-40 
minutes and then West Caicos for a day 
with boat ride of about 1 hour. The boat 
ride back could get a little wet. Dive brief 
was short but informative. DM’s Cindy 
and Rob allowed divers with comput-
ers to dive their own profile, assisted 
divers that needed more attention and 
left those of us with competence alone, 
but pointed out critters. The reefs and 
walls had some nice colorful coral and 
sponge formations and interesting reef 
structures and the usual critters such 
as jacks, groupers, grunts, barracuda, 
spotted eagle rays, and occasionally some 
hawksbill turtles, eels, and sharks were 
usually present on all dives, they just 
weren’t abundant. At West Caicos the 
walls were dramatic and some dolphins 
joined us underwater for a 5 min folly! 
Visibility ranged from about 70-110 ft. 



The Wider Caribbean	

202

TURKS AND CAICOS

Lunches during dive intervals consisted 
of fresh sandwiches/wraps and chips/
pretzels and some cookies a few days. 
Liquid refreshments were water and 
sodas…also beer for the end of the day’s 
dive, although I wish there was more of 
the Corona/Turks Head and less of the 
Bud Lite! Riques the Captain did a great 
job even when some mechanical issues 
surfaced threatening our dives. 

Salt Cay 
Salt Cay Divers, Tradewinds, Janu-
ary 2008, Charles Laurence (Charle-
slaurence@aol.com), Woodstock, NY. 
Experience: 51-100 dives. Vis: 30 to 50 
Feet. Water: 78 to 80 F, calm, choppy, 
no currents. Salt Cay, a tiny island of 
63 permanent residents, is two things: 
a surviving Old Caribbean community 
of lovely laid-back people, and a divers’ 
paradise. Most of the visitors are divers 
-- or Caribbean history buffs. Salt Cay 
Divers has been a legendary destination 
since the days when devotees came in the 
1980s to live free lives and discover such 
sites as the Endymion wreck, a site which 
is special to Salt Cay Divers because they 
know where to find it! I came across 
Salt Cay and Grand Turk in the Turks 
and Caicos Islands by chance, long ago 
before tourism had developed. Salt Cay 
is my favorite island anywhere, and while 
facilities -- dinner, for instance, and the 
wine list -- have caught up to today’s ex-
pectations, tourism in the negative sense 
has yet to arrive and spoil it all. The 
whole point is the reef: this is a pristine 
wall in the eastern Caribbean, and runs 
within a few minutes ride by the dive 
shop’s Carolina skiffs from off the north 
western tip of the island, shaped like an 
arrow head pointed south, and along the 
west (Caribbean) coast, and on south 
to Sand Cay and the Endymion wreck. 
You need go no further to see all forms 

of coral, turtles, rays, the whole panoply 
of tropical fish, shark, dolphin and a lot 
of curious ‘cuda. Three tanks a day is 
the routine: you can get back to Salt Cay 
Divers’ Coral Reef Cafe for a coke or a 
coffee even between the morning dives. 
Then there’s the adventure diving: Ollie 
Been, co-owner and an island Belonger, 
born on Salt Cay and intimate with every 
coral head and drum fish hideout, fires 
up the Big Boat. We slap across the Turks 
Passage (local stretch of the Columbus 
Passage where you-know-who first came 
sailing by) to the Endymion or to South 
Caicos, where the chances of encounter-
ing another dive boat are about zilch. 
Last time, we dived through the sunken 
fuselage of a Columbia drug-runner’s 
downed plane (Pirates of the Carib-
bean!) and watched 17 sharks circling 6 
manta rays, sleeping in the sand. Bring 
a good hat: you are out all day. Debbie 
Been, co-owner of the dive shop and The 
Tradewinds, the place to stay along with 
The Windmills, a high end hideaway 
on pristine North Beach, has earned a 
reputation for motherly ways in certify-
ing both greenhorns and kids. Most of 
regulars down here have brought their 
kids for certifying; it’s a bit of an initia-
tion, really -- and you won’t find one 
she couldn’t get over initial nerves. All 
the kit is available, and kept in pristine 
condition for all the wear and tear of 
serious diving. Most Salt Cay aficionados 
bring their own, tricked-out personal 
style, but this time I didn’t want to check 
bags in the holiday season, and arrived 
with no more that my prescription mask 
and wrist watch. It took ten minutes to 
get comfortably fitted. Dive masters are 
chosen to fit the place. They’ll measure 
you up, coaxing newcomers through 
their paces while accommodating the 
experts as they do their own thing. 
Choose your sites, dive by dive. One-
on-one explorations or photo missions 
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-- no problem. This is an intimate diver 
operation. Hillary, a Brit with years of 
Caribbean experience, is on island at the 
moment, and is as laid back as they come 
but for one thing: do not mess with the 
reef! On shore: if you are more Après 
Ski than Ski, go mix with the madding 
crowd where they serve drinks in plastic 
cups. Not here. It’s much more fun than 
that. Every night is an old-time Carib-
bean celebration of being alive, and it 
ain’t no disco. Food’s great, island-style. 
Debbie has gone ‘gourmet’ -- the whole 
island gathers on “rib nights” -- while a 
few steps away, Porter Williams III, our 
favorite piratical barkeep, is dispens-
ing rum and snapper-almandine in his 
Island Thyme Bistro. Then there’s the 
Green Flash tiki bar on the harbor wall 
where Belongers and divers and everyone 
else gathers for the -- you got it -- “green 
flash” as the sun goes down. I’m biased. 
I love this place. I know it’s unbeatable. 
Snag: getting there if you are too used to 
the instant-access of US and European 
tourism and time your vacation down to 
the last nanosecond. You fly to Providen-
ciales in 21st-century manner. Then you 
get the puddle-jumper, propellers thun-
dering over the glorious azure sea at a 
few hundred feet, which reminds you of 
why flying used to be a trip. Scheduling 
can be a bit vague, a bit “island.” There’s 
always the boat if you miss the connec-
tion. Chill out. You’ll get there. UW Pho-
tography Comments: Superb in whale 
season (don’t be scared, they won’t hurt 
you!) begins in late January a couple of 
weeks after this year’s dive. Good light 
on famous 18th-century wreck of HMS 
Endymion. Excellent light on reef top, 40 
feet, when sun is out, most of the time, 
and to 50-60 feet on reef. All assistance 
given to photographers, including tanks 
on all boats. Please use minimum lights 
on night dives: clientele includes highly 
experienced and adventure divers who 

prefer not to blinded by show-off tech-
nology!

UNITED STATES

Florida 
Boynton Beach 
Parrot Island Adventures ( Pompano), 
Splashdown (Boynton) and Starfish 
Enterprise (Lantana), June-July 2008, 
Allison Scheflow, Hollywood, FL. Really 
love the beautiful reefs and the ease of 
drift diving. There are wrecks up that 
way, too, which are usually full of fish. 
Dives are anywhere from 40 to 120 feet 
(on a few wrecks), usually right in the 
60-foot area. Lately the viz has been 
great: 60 to 80 feet. Last year we saw 
turtles on every dive; this year: not yet. 
We started diving about 6 years ago in 
the Keys and got into the habit of always 
going ‘south’ for our dive get-aways; then 
we discovered the north Broward/ Palm 
Beach County diving and spend a lot 
of time up there. Most of the divers are 
locals, it seems, so you see a lot of the 
same people on the dives, and there are 
great places for after-dive refreshments 
close by (especially with Splashdown, 
there’s a nice intracoastal restaurant/bar, 
2-Georges, right next to the dive shop). 

Splashdown Divers, May 2008, Monty 
Chandler (monty@montychandler.
com), Huntersville, NC. Experience: 
251-500 dives. Vis: 40 to 60 Feet. Water: 
75 to 77 F, choppy. Splashdown Divers 
run a smooth, professional operation. It 
is fair to say that the boat feels crowded 
if it’s booked full (which it was over 
Memorial Day weekend). Turns out this 
really isn’t an issue. You set up your gear 
and get ready while the boat is at the 
dock. There’s about a 10-15 minute boat 
ride out to the reef. The diving is drift 


