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set up for or catering to U/W photogra-
phers.

Roger’s Dive Shack, Barbados Blue, 
September 2008, Sharon Meyers, 
Pacifica, CA. Never asked for “C” Cards, 
experience or last time diving. One DM 
for over 10 divers, and he never looked 
back. Lost one diver. Very disorganized 
and unprofessional in their entire 
organization. Went to Barbados Blue @ 
Hilton for the remainder of the trip for a 
fantastic and safe diving experience.

The Dive Shop, July 2008, Dean Parrish, 
Everett, WA. Experience: 0-25 dives. Vis: 
60 to 100 Feet. Water: 75 to 82 F, choppy. 
Haroon and the gang there were nice. 
They picked us up every morning at our 
rental house and dropped us off every 
afternoon. Even on a trip to town, we 
got mixed up on the transit system and 
Haroon’s wife drove us home. There 
were 5 of us diving, and we were able to 
basically tell them which dive sites we 
wanted to see. If the conditions were 
good, we went there. We got our Wreck 
Cert there, and they were thorough and 
made sure we understood everything. 
The wreck Stavronikita is well worth 
the trip. It has tons of coral growth on 
it, and lots of animals. Carlisle Bay is 
also great for wrecks. They have planted 
them there, but there are about six 
of them, with easy access and lots of 
growth. Barbados has a 3 km reef, and 
it is abundant with big fans, coral and 
lots of sea life. Surface intervals are made 
back at the dive shop. Make sure you 
eat right outside their place at this little 
shack. The guys there makes the best fish 
sandwiches. All the locals eat there, and 
it is priced reasonably. Make sure you 
also dive Bottle Ground. This is where 
any old bottles you find, you get to keep. 
You can tour the whole island in one day 
and see everything. 

West Side Scuba, April 2008, Chuck 
Oman, Winchester, MA. Experience: 
51-100 dives. Water: choppy. Have dived 
with West Side Scuba four times in past 
five years. Originally a well-run opera-
tion, going to some nice dive spots, but 
they only have one boat. I have the 
impression the owner isn’t reinvesting, 
and the DMs seem not quite as good as 
formerly. Last two visits my rental BCs 
were shopworn, and this time our group 
of five showed up but didn’t get to dive 
-- the boat’s engine wouldn’t start, even 
after an hour battery charge. We wasted 
a morning. 

BELIZE
Inside the world’s second-largest 
barrier reef, English-speaking Belize 
sports three major atolls. Good div-
ing is reachable from live-aboards or 
from resorts on the offshore cayes. 
The deeply-cut, spur-and-groove 
coral reefs of the constantly develop-
ing Ambergris Caye are disappoint-
ing to many experienced divers. 
Outer cayes have better diving. 
While there, take a couple days to 
visit Mayan ruins, the Jaguar Pre-
serve, or take river tours. Belize is 
about a two-hour flight from Hous-
ton, lies in the hurricane belt and 
takes frequent hits. 

Ambergris Caye
Ambergris Divers, Belizean Shores 
Resort, February 2008, Stanley Holz 
(saholz@verizon.net), Whitefield, NH. 
Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis: 40 to 70 
Feet. Water: 79 to 80 F, choppy, surge. 
Belizean Shores Resort was beautiful, 
with huge rooms ... actually apart-
ments with kitchens ... well maintained 
grounds, and a truly magnificent pool 
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area. They had their own $5/person 
water taxi service, so we were able to get 
into San Pedro regularly for shopping 
and eating. The town is pretty funky, 
but it has some super places to eat and 
lots of neat little shops. The people we 
met were all friendly. Ambergris Divers, 
was not the on-site dive op, so we had 
no gear storage at the resort. Ambergris 
Divers picked us up at the pier daily at 
8:30 a.m. and stored our BCs and regs at 
their place. We had to carry our wetsuits, 
fins, and masks with us every day. They 
used 35’ twin outboards, with little room 
for tanks. Typically, the tanks sat at the 
back of the boat. When we got to a site, 
the boat driver would hold the gear on 
the side of the boat while you got into 
your BC. The seas were rough the whole 
week we were there. A typical dive was 
done with 5-6’ seas. We’d get through the 
calm area inside the reef, then across a 
wild region of breakers, then finally into 
the open sea with the big waves. Pre-dive 
briefings were good. We were allowed to 
dive our computer profiles, as long as we 
came back with 500 psi. All dives were 
drift dives. The driver always knew where 
his divers were and he would bring the 
boat around quickly for the pickups. 
Getting back into the boat was a chal-
lenge, and could not be done unless you 
handed your BC up first. So the routine 
was to doff your gear in the water, hang 
on to the tag line, hand up BC and fins, 
then grab on to the ladder and climb up 
the side of the boat. I dove Nitrox ... no 
analyzer was available or offered. They 
said it was 32 ... period. The diving itself 
was mostly spur and groove with 40-65’ 
visibility. There was lots of surge, so the 
bottom was stirred up and there was 
silting of the reefs, so many of the sites 
were brown and lacked color. The diving 
got better as the week progressed. I don’t 
know if the sites were actually better or 
if the conditions improved. There were 

a ton of nurse sharks and huge grouper, 
several spotted eagle rays and turtles. 
Parrotfish vary from one site to the next. 
On our last dive, Esmeralda, the DM, 
brought a chum bucket to attract sharks. 
He brought about a dozen in and, at one 
point, held one upside down and petted 
it. I got a chance to pet its belly... odd. I 
know this is frowned on, but the sharks 
certainly didn’t seem to mind and it was 
a unique experience. We left at 5:30 a.m. 
for the two-hour ride out to the Blue 
Hole. Luckily, the seas were fairly calm 
that day so the ride wasn’t too bad. The 
whole way out we were accompanied by 
spinner dolphins and flying fish. Our 
dive profile was a 23-minute dive, with a 
rapid descent to 130’. At 130’, we would 
enter the “Roof,” a wide tunnel filled 
with stalactites and stalagmites, then exit 
along a wall and start our ascent to a 45’ 
reef. At about 45’ I felt a wicked thermo-
cline ... water temp dropped from 80 to 
65 degrees in a foot. By 60’ I noticed that 
the water was turning brown and the viz 
was dropping. By 100’ there was zero viz, 
no light, and all I could see was a dark 
brown muck. I could, luckily, just make 
out the fins of the diver directly in front 
of me. My strobe has a modeling light, so 
I turned that on, but it barely penetrated 
the dark. In the “roof” I could glimpse 
a shadow of formations, but all I could 
do was take some pictures by shooting 
blind. So this was a total disaster of a 
dive. The DM said he has been diving 
the Blue Hole for 12 years and has never 
seen it like this. Trip also included a stop 
at Half Moon and Long Cayes. At Half 
Moon Caye we had a beach barbecue 
lunch and toured a nesting ground for 
boobies and frigates, and we saw tons of 
them. We dove Half Moon Wall, which 
was one of the best dives of the week. 
Finally ... a wall dive! Great, colorful reef 
with lots of fish. On Long Caye, our last 
stop, we dove the Aquarium. Healthy 
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reef with endless schools of colorful reef 
fish ... another exceptional dive. Super 
resort, generally accommodating dive op, 
and average diving in rough seas. UW 
Photography Comments: We always had 
plastic fresh water buckets on the dive 
boats. Divers and/or snorkelers were al-
ways told not to use the camera buckets 
to rinse their masks.

Amigos Del Mar, Ramon’s, September 
2007, Craig Condron (craigandlinda-
onthego@hotmail.com), Spokane, WA. 
Experience: 501-1000 dives. Vis: 75 to 
100 Feet. Water: 84 to 85 F, calm, no cur-
rents. We arrived at Ramon’s just after a 
hurricane had brushed by. Rooms and 
food are acceptable. We dived with Ami-
gos Del Mar a well organized group. The 
boat briefings served the purpose. On 
our first dive the briefing was for a drift 
dive; however no current. We ascended 
in calm, clear water. I was showing my 
new diver friend some cleaner shrimp 
when we became surrounded by a cloud. 
Fish feeding. Nurse sharks (don’t they 
feed at night?), groupers, and yellowtail 
snappers were going crazy. Then the 
divemaster (Tony) grabs the nurse shark 
and hangs on. My buddy looks at me like 
What the h---. That done, Tony starts 
the drift dive. 10’ above the bottom and 
kicking hard, looked like a swim dive 
to me. I stopped to show my friend and 
others little critters. The divemaster 
returned, wondering why we weren’t 
keeping up. Sorry, just wanted to take a 
look. The next day I ask for the divemas-
ter to slow down and take his time. And 
he did, and the other divers thanked me 
later. But the feeding continued, usually 
on the first dive each day, at any site. 
Oh yes, he blew up a puffer fish for us. 
Golly, thanks. We did encounter spotted 
drum, juvenile angelfish and rock beauty, 
spotted eagle rays, indigo hamlets, and 
groupers of all sizes. Watched a small 
hogfish cleaning station with a big 

school of Creole wrasse lined up like 
at a carwash. Was able to get my buddy 
to control his buoyancy enough that a 
Pederson cleaner shrimp climbed on 
his hand and proceeded cleaning. We 
did the 3-tank trip to the Blue Hole and 
Halfmoon Caye. Great day and perfect 
weather. Again at Halfmoon Wall (still 
one of the great dives of Belize), the 
divemaster was in a hurry. I knew the 
location of the boat, so we just let him go 
and did our own thing. San Pedro and 
Ambergris Caye will be a memory. They 
have lost sight of what diving is all about. 
This is where I was certified 15 years 
ago and now have had done my last dive 
there. And that’s sad.

Amigos Del Mar, Spindrift Hotel, 
February 2008, Gordon Daly, Katy, TX. 
Experience: 501-1000 dives. Vis: 80 to 
100 Feet. Water: 80 to 82 F, choppy, no 
currents. Pleasantly surprised. I had read 
negative report in Undercurrent (Vol 
23 No 2) and didn’t expect much but 
the overall experience was great and far 
exceeded my expectations. My first trip 
to Ambergris Caye, so did not have any 
prior experiences to make a comparison. 
I found the reef beautiful and healthy, 
and while the marine life outside of the 
Marine Park is sparse, inside the Marine 
Park it was great. San Pedro is a fun and 
charming town and the Belizeans are 
wonderful, friendly people. Loved it all. 
UW Photography Comments: Fresh 
water tubs on boats and on dock.

Aqua Dives, Sunbreeze Hotel, April 
2008, Dean Parrish, Everett, WA. Expe-
rience: 101-250 dives. Vis: 60 to 80 Feet. 
Water: 78 to 84 F, calm, choppy. Aqua 
Dives was a good dive shop, and they 
took care of all your gear every day. They 
brought it out to the boat and rinsed it 
afterward for you. All you did was get 
on and off the boat. We didn’t have any 
problem with the dive shop, but I know a 
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couple people did (they didn’t stay at our 
resort, they stayed north of our hotel), 
because they didn’t run a special boat a 
few days because enough people didn’t 
sign up for it. Aqua dives had no way of 
getting hold of these divers, because their 
resorts had no phones or ways to get 
hold of these divers. Diving was great, 
and ending up seeing lots of nurse sharks 
-- sometimes around 20 at a time. There 
were a couple of big moray eels, and lots 
of other fish to see. The food at our hotel 
was really good and, reasonably priced. 
It was of a higher-end restaurant, so we 
only ate there a few times. In between 
boat dives, because they came in for 
surface intervals. The dive shop also ran 
boat dives four different times a day, so 
you could pick which two you wanted to 
go on. If you didn’t want to get up early, 
you could sleep in and do a later dive. 
Our boats were never full, and mostly 
had up to maybe 10 divers. Most days it 
was about six divers. One day it was us 
two and two divemasters, so we got to 
go on a special dive they don’t normally 
take people to. The hotel was good, noth-
ing fancy. At first they put our room next 
to the main walkway, next to the kitchen. 
We asked to be moved. They did. Town 
is only a couple of blocks away. Next to 
the hotel was a little hole-in-the-wall for 
breakfast. Good and cheap. We really en-
joyed Elvi’s (restaurant has a tree in the 
middle of it), and Carumba’s. One day 
we did four dives and were really tired, 
so we ordered pizza from Pirate’s Pizza. 
They delivered to the hotel on bicycles. 
Pizza was really good. We went to a little 
coffee shop in town every night to get 
internet access as it was not available at 
the hotel. Ambergris Caye is quaint, and 
the people there are nice and informa-
tive. The means of transportation on the 
island is by golf cart, and we got a kick 
out of all the different ones they had and 
how they were modified.

Tuffenuff Tours, Belizean Shores Re-
sort, February 2008, Kevin and Sherry 
Lentz, Woodland Hills, CA. Experience: 
Kevin 670+ dives, Sherry 180+ dives. 
Water: 80 F, choppy, surge, no currents. 
After five days in the jungle (Belize 
and Guatemala border) at the famous, 
all-inclusive DuPlooys Resort, traipsing 
the fabulous Mayan ruins, water raft-
ing, land caving, and birding, we made 
our way to Belizean Shores Resort on 
Ambergris (north of San Pedro) for a 
week of diving with their in-house dive 
operation, Tuffenuff Tours. What a great 
all-around adventure. Belizean Shores 
was well-kept, clean, and had friendly 
and accommodating staff. Because the 
rooms all have kitchens, a trip into 
town for groceries kept the restaurant 
tab to a minimum. Tuffenuff is equally 
superb and safety-conscious. All boats 
carried first aid kits, oxygen, and radios. 
Excellent dive briefings. Depth and time 
limits were liberal for experienced div-
ers. After a dive, the boat returns to the 
resort for a surface interval, allowing you 
to relax before the next dive. They are 
busy swapping out tanks or rinsing and 
stowing your gear. What a job. Not only 
were they courteous, they were profes-
sional. Billy and Tony always made the 
dives fun. The boat went out with one 
diver or six and most often, you called 
the dive site. To name a few: Esmeralda 
dropped down to 10 nurse sharks, 3-4 
large groupers. Cypress Canyon -- heavy 
swell but a pretty dive. Iridescent purple 
sponges, green tube sponges, huge over-
lapping sheets of plate coral, also elk and 
lettuce, spreading out in all directions, 
a few swim-throughs, barracudas and 
nurse sharks. Mexico Rocks -- beauti-
ful dive -- turtles, purple fans, red coral 
mounds, purple mounds. Colorful. 
Eagle Ray Canyon and Pillars -- yes there 
are eagle rays. What an awesome sight 
seeing 4-7 rays just cruise by, circle and 
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cruise by again. Hol Chan Reserve is an 
exceptional treat with a tank on your 
back. Cleaning stations were active and 
abundant, with schools of fish, sting rays, 
nurse sharks, and an occasional barracu-
da. Corals, fans, and lots of neat critters 
to entertain.

Caye Caulker 
Big Fish, December 2007, John Woolley 
(jtjw@mac.com), Olympia, WA. Experi-
ence: 101-250 dives. Vis: 60 to 100 Feet. 
Water: 80 to 82 F, choppy. As a fifty-
something, ex-Peace Corps volunteer, I 
look for both comfort and some authen-
ticity. I’m not interested in five-star ste-
rility. Caye Caulker is a combination of 
comfort and just the right level of funky: 
food on the street for a couple of bucks 
if you like, or more expensive if you 
insist. A fresh juice stand across the street 
where a liter of freshly squeezed orange 
juice is $2, or a restaurant a little further 
up where you can get a $3 espresso. We 
rented a house – there are plenty avail-
able -- a really nice two-bedroom for 
$700 a week. You can go a lot cheaper or 
more expensive. Try Caye Caulker Rent-
als on the Internet. Caye Caulker is about 
a 15-minute boat ride to the famous Hol 
Chan and the marine park. We spent a 
lot of time there, going back many days. 
We also dove the “must do” sites such 
as the Blue Hole. The best part of the 
Blue Hole is the other dives, particu-
larly the Aquarium. Make certain you 
also dive the Elbow. We used Big Fish 
Divers, a well-established outfit on the 
island. Since we were a party of five, we 
frequently got one of the smaller boats 
(200 hp) to ourselves and developed a 
lasting friendship with our dive master, 
Ish. He took us where we wanted, which 
was mostly his recommendations, and let 
us dive our profile. For the trips to places 
such as the Blue Hole, we joined larger 

groups on the bigger boat (600 hp). 
That, too, was fine as he stayed our dive 
master, but all the other dive masters are 
knowledgeable and friendly. In the larger 
group, expect to dive a set profile. And 
as hoped, with 25 dives in two weeks, we 
got a nice discount. 

Bigfish, Frenchie’s, Ignazio’s Beach 
Cabins, March 2008, Robert J Brit-
ton (bobbritton@yahoo.com), New 
Hartford, CT. Experience: 101-250 dives. 
Vis: 20 to 40 Feet. Water: 81 F, choppy. 
Ignazio’s beach cabins for $24 US per 
night. Caulker is laid back, no cars, food 
is somewhat expensive, beer US$2.50. 
The two best local dive operators are 
Bigfish and Frenchie’s. I dove with each 
of them twice. The Caulker local dives 
are OK but nothing spectacular. The best 
local dive is probably the Marine Park, 
where you see some bigger fish and spot-
ted eagle rays. The Blue Hole Lighthouse 
Reef trip is about a 2-1/2 hour boat ride 
depending on weather. March-April 
can be windy here. The wall dives off 
Lighthouse Reef and Turneffe Islands are 
well worth the trip -- spectacular coral 
formations. Part of the Lighthouse Reef 
area is no fishing so you see some bigger 
fish (i.e., grouper). Beware! There are 
many vendors soliciting dive business. 
Most are brokers and the operators come 
from Belize City or Ambergris and stop 
at Caulker to fill dive boats. 

Big Fish, Frenchies, March 2008, Mike 
Messick, Littleton, CO. Experience: 
251-500 dives. Vis: 60 to 80 Feet. Water: 
78 to 80 F, choppy. For a 3-tank dive with 
a plain sandwich-type lunch, you will 
pay upwards of US$160. If the 3-tank 
dive includes the Blue Hole, US$200 will 
be your right of passage. Most hotels 
on Caye Caulker are basic accommoda-
tions yet approximate American hotel 
prices ($80-$120/night for a “Motel 6” 
equivalent). Food is also pricey, even 
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beer from the local supermarket is $2/
bottle. Frenchies management and crew 
were knowledgeable and nice, but be 
careful using their rental gear (which is 
included in the dive price). We dove with 
them 2 days, and on the 1st day 2nd dive 
my partner (who was using their rental 
gear) had her pressure gauge stick at 500 
psi, and was 30’ underwater thinking she 
had 500 psi when the tank ran dry. Being 
a neophyte diver, she exhibited great self 
control and swam to over to me for my 
octopus rather than panicking. Luckily it 
stuck at 500 psi near the end of the dive 
or there may have been a serious issue at 
deeper depths. On the 2nd dive day with 
Frenchies, incredibly, the exact same 
thing happened (different regulator/
gauge): this time it was 700 psi. Again, 
we were already off the deep end of the 
profile and at 35-40’ depth. The dive 
master was close enough to provide his 
Octopus as her tank ran dry. Needless to 
say, we then transferred to a different op-
erator for our 3rd day (Big Fish), which 
seemed to have better-quality equip-
ment. Since we were diving the Blue 
Hole (relatively deep dive), I donated 
my gear to my partner so she would feel 
more comfortable and used their rental 
gear (luckily no issues). The diving was 
decent; however, Big Fish kept us tightly 
controlled, which was understandable 
for the Blue Hole (at 150’) but for the 
other 2 much shallower dives, I ended up 
having to surface with over 1000 psi in 
the tank. I tried staying down at 35’ and 
combing the reef underneath the other 
divers while they did their deco stop, but 
the dive master continuously banged 
his tank until I came up. Poor job of 
allowing us to dive our profile, especially 
on these shallower dives where visibility 
was fairly good and I was easily in range 
of the group and dive master. The Blue 
Hole is unique, to be sure, but more of 
a “check the box” dive than anything 

breathtaking or awe-inspiring. The rest 
of the diving is rather mundane: marine 
life is present but not abundant, and the 
cost is flat-out ridiculous for the quality 
of the diving. 

Frenchies, Tropics Hotel, February 
2008, Dave Benson (dave_benson1@
msn.com), Colorado Springs, CO. Ex-
perience: Over 1000 dives. Vis: 35 to 50 
Feet. Water: 80 F, choppy. Tropics Hotel 
not good -- was quoted one price on 
the Internet web site, $55/night, and my 
credit card was charged a higher price, 
$59.99 plus taxes. When questioned on 
this via the Internet, no response was 
received. Cabana poor, shower ran con-
tinuously and management could not be 
bothered to fix it. Hot water sometimes. 
Toilet loose on the floor -- that seal was 
broken; thus, sewage leaked onto the 
bath floor continuously. Rooms cleaned 
and beds made when they wished to and 
not every day. No mirror in the bath. 
Noisy location at night. Not really a 
beachfront cabana, as it is across Front 
Street and the mobile BBQ stand often 
sets up on the beach side, giving us the 
aroma of BBQ chicken and pork. We 
walked away from several prepaid nights. 
Food on the island was good. We can 
recommend Wish Willies even though 
it looks strange, and the tiny coffee 
shop on Front Street. Dive operations: 
Frenchies -- conservative profiles. Small 
boats but ample size for a small group. 
They talk of having cover but will not 
let anyone sit under it to stay out of the 
sun. No lunch with a two-tank day -- we 
were given a slice of watermelon on one 
day. They do take good care of custom-
ers’ equipment and have it ready for the 
next day, washed and dried. Abel, the 
owner, is a good source of information 
on tours of the Mayan ruins. He is proud 
of his Mayan heritage. I spoke with the 
owner of Black Durgon Scuba, Simeon 
Young. www.blackdurgondivers.com He 
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seems to be a nice and straight young 
man who is just getting started. Has 
O

2
 with him for dives, will only work 

with small groups -- not more than six. 
He is a PADI divemaster. Dove Span-
ish Point: poor. Vis about 45 feet. Spur 
and groove but covered in algae. Largest 
fish seen were a two-foot grouper and 
an eighteen-inch cuda. All the usual 
tropicals, French and queen angels, 
several butterflies, wrasse, fairy basslets. 
One southern stingray, turtle and two 
octopus. Dove the local reef -- nice for-
mation of spur and groove but covered 
in algae. Vis about 35 feet. Saw a turtle 
and the usual small tropicals. The islands 
motto seems to be go slow and they do. 
It is a laid-back, nice, friendly island to 
visit and we did see several nice hotels. 
If we go back, we will look at the Seaside 
Cabanas, wwwseasidecabanas.com. We 
cut our time on Caye Caulker short and 
went to Lamini Ruins with Greenwood 
Adventures. Nice day trip.

Glover’s Reef 
Isla Marisol, November 2007, Jay Gorry 
(ajgorry@verizon.net), Virginia Beach, 
VA. Experience: 501-1000 dives. Vis: 
50 to 100 Feet. Water: 81 to 82 F, calm. 
Eddie Usher and his family have owned 
the former coconut farm and now rustic, 
laid-back dive resort, for more than a 
half century. It is as good a land-based 
diving experience as one will find in 
the Caribbean, assuming you are there 
to just dive and relax. The dive package 
includes 3 boat dives a day, not the cus-
tomary 2; night dives are available. Most 
dive sites are a 3- to 5-minute boat ride 
from the dock. The diving around south-
west Caye is as good as anywhere else on 
Glovers. Kitty, our divemaster, was en-
thusiastic and accommodating and good 
at finding marine life. The corals, hard 
and soft, are healthy, due in part, to the 

fact it is 35-40 miles from the mainland 
and unaffected by run-offs and there is 
relatively little diving activity on any of 
the cayes that comprise Glovers. We saw 
in our week-long stay numerous nurse 
sharks, several out swimming, one 10’ or 
more hammerhead, a rare sighting in Be-
lize, eagle rays, southern sting rays, many 
turtles, lots of morays and the usual reef 
fish and critters that were in great abun-
dance on every dive. There were many 
varieties of grouper, some quite large. 
The diving is fun and enjoyable for both 
beginning and experienced divers. The 
food is remarkable. There is no menu 
-- you sit down for meals and just wait 
to see what interesting and unique dish 
Ms. Fel, the chef, has prepared. Nothing 
comes from her kitchen that she has not 
prepared herself. Pitchers of fresh juice 
(orange, grapefruit, tangerine, lemon-
ade) are on the table for every sitting. So 
are plates of fresh fruits. Equally as fresh 
is the fish that is served, it having come 
from the local waters that or the previ-
ous day. Her dishes are Belizean and each 
is made from scratch, including all forms 
of breads, wraps, jacks, and something 
called journey cakes. You will leave no 
meal hungry. The cabins are comfortable 
and more than satisfactory. They do have 
a/c, which we never used; overhead fans 
and open windows were plenty. The bar 
provides a great gathering spot, though 
you might want to take your own special 
brand of spirits if that is important to 
you. Take plenty of Deep Woods Off or 
other no-see-um preventative. The staff 
at the resort is friendly and intent on do-
ing whatever it takes to make your diving 
experience a hassle-free and memorable 
one. That includes asking for your input 
for diving sites and activities rather than 
forcing a pre-arranged schedule. I am a 
veteran of 15-20 live-aboards and this is 
the closest resort diving gets to the live-
aboard experience. Eddie had a dream 
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or vision for Isla Marisol and has been 
successfully implementing it now for 6 
or 7 years -- quite an achievement con-
sidering the distances across water that 
all building materials and construction 
crews had to travel. This is as good as it 
gets for Caribbean diving. UW Photog-
raphy Comments: The dive boat does 
not have a table for cameras but does 
have a fresh water tank.

Isla Marisol, January 2008, Corey 
Martin (bawana@srt.com), Minot, ND. 
Experience: 101-250 dives. Vis: 60 to 80 
Feet. Water: 78 to 81 F, choppy. I really 
enjoyed the diving and solitude. I was 
the only guest at the resort for the first 
4 days! Eddie Usher met me at the dock 
for the boat ride out of Dangriga. This 
island/resort has been in his family for 
many years. Chad was my dive guide 
for the first 4 days and he was great at 
finding things. He let me dive as slowly 
as I wanted and take pics. I was amazed 
at the amount and size of the sponges. 
Coral was in great shape, schools of fish 
like I’ve never seen before. For the last 
2 days of my diving week, Kitty, Chad’s 
new wife and other dive guide, also let 
me dive my own profile. She was great 
at finding those little things -- I’ve never 
seen spotted drum as small as my finger-
nail before! Aroura and Fel, did their best 
to spoil me with great food and desserts. 
They now have Wi-Fi at the over-the-
water bar. Boat had small bucket for 
cameras and masks. Boat that I dove 
from was small -- most of the time I 
was the only diver, so I did not have any 
problems with using the bucket for my 
set-up. No table, of course.

Isla Marisol, March 2008, Howard 
Kaiser (hjkliberty@gmail.com), Liberty, 
MO. Experience: 501-1000 dives. Vis: 
70 to 150 Feet. Water: 79 to 80 F, calm. 
Short boat rides to dive sites made up 
for the 1.5-hour transfer from Dangriga. 

Kitty, the divemaster, did an excellent job 
running the daily trips, as did George, 
the boat captain. Gear for rent looked to 
be in good condition. Miss Fel and Alicia 
did a wonderful job with meals, although 
quality of the food could stand improve-
ment -- frozen fish used in way too many 
lunch quesadillas, empanadas, burritos, 
etc. Wonderful fresh juices and conch 
ceviches and chowders. Snacks such as 
cakes, breads from breakfast or lunch left 
out for between dives. Diving fairly shal-
low along reef wall, usually top of wall 
at 30-35 feet, with deepest dive point of 
the week at 80 feet. Saw large schools of 
Creole wrasse, many grouper including 
black, tiger and Nassau. Several small 
schools of ocean triggers off the walls, a 
small school of a dozen juvenile barra-
cuda, 2-3 green morays and a few smaller 
spotted morays the first few days. Lots of 
lobsters and turtles on every dive, includ-
ing a huge loggerhead named Grandpa. 
I swam within a foot of him for several 
minutes; he weighed several hundred 
pounds and we were told that he was 
around a hundred years old. One spotted 
eagle ray, many stingrays, and the night 
dive showed spotted toadfish endemic to 
the area. Barrel sponges were spawning 
-- an amazing sight. Fish life was pretty 
good but less than we expected for the 
remoteness. Coral was healthy, includ-
ing large stands of black coral -- on a 
par with the best Cayman and Cozumel 
sites. Island is beautifully kept and looks 
like something out of the South Pacific. 
Cooler on boat for cameras. Could get 
crowded with more than two cameras 
-- not big enough for most larger lights, 
etc. No camera table or dry area on boat 
but went back to dock after each dive so 
not a big deal. Crew took good care of 
camera equipment including locking up 
my camera in dive shop when I left it on 
board one night.
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Isla Marisol, April 2008, Duane Kromm 
(d_kromm@hotmail.com), Fairfield, 
CA. Experience: 51-100 dives. Vis: 30 to 
100 Feet. Water: 75 to 80 F, choppy, cur-
rents. We found Isla Marisol on Under-
current reviews, and it was simply the 
best diving that I have ever done. Healthy 
reef, coral and fish. Turtles were on vir-
tually every dive, plenty of nurse sharks, 
rays, and eels mostly, but not exclusively, 
morays. An abundance of fish and lots of 
varieties. More filefish, cowfish, spot-
ted drum and angels than I expected. 
Remoras periodically hung out with us 
(to see about a free ride, I think). Did 
two night dives, saw octopus on both 
plus scorpionfish, sleeping turtle, many 
lobsters and crabs, a shortnose batfish, 
and what two us thought was a lime-
green lizardfish. One octopus put on a 
show for us, alternately spreading out 
and then gathering itself to move short 
distances to another patch of coral; quite 
a show. The normal schedule was three 
dives a day, 8:30, back to the lodge for 
a break, 10:30-11, back to the lodge for 
lunch, and then 3-4 p.m. or a night dive. 
Twice we went further around the atoll 
and did our morning break at another 
small resort or on a small island. All 
dives were drift dives. The current was 
usually quite manageable; only periodi-
cally was it difficult to maintain position. 
We usually dove on the edge of the wall 
so some could dive the top of the wall 
and others could work the sides. Typical 
first dive depth was 75’ followed by max 
of 60’ on subsequent dives. Nobody 
with a computer had any problems with 
our profiles, we always did 3 minutes at 
15’-20’. The dive boat was always right 
there when we came up, no matter how 
broken up our initial group might be 
by the end. The normal group was 4-6 
divers with a skilled, knowledgeable dive-
master. A few times there were as many 
as 8 divers. The boats were comfortable 

and fast, with tops, side racks for tanks, 
all backroll entries and a good ladder for 
coming up. A big plus; we were always 
the only boat in the ocean on our dives. 
Glovers Reef is healthy, appears to be 
well protected and was a delight. Isla 
Marisol is a well run remote resort. A 
popular bar, really good restaurant with 
regular fresh fish (although fried a bit 
too often for our tastes), tasty fresh-
squeezed juices, plentiful food at all 
meals. There was always fresh fruit, juice, 
water, coffee, or tea at all meals and for 
snacks between dives. The cooks were 
constantly working, always incredibly 
cheerful, and had no problem making 
me some toast with peanut butter as 
my morning between-dive snack, or I 
could have had a choice of some of the 
previous day’s desserts. We are fond of 
remote places with communal dining, 
and this was no exception. Fun, enter-
taining, energetic fellow guests; the crew 
loved to hang out in the bar with us after 
dinner. Folks from other resorts and 
big boats regularly stopped by the bar 
and occasionally for dinner. The owner, 
Eddie Usher, appears to be a well-liked 
and respected person in the region. Be 
sure to carefully plan your arrival as the 
boat only runs Saturday and Wednesday. 
Don’t cut it too close in case a flight into 
Belize gets delayed somewhere along the 
line. Sand fleas were a non-issue; they are 
spraying something effective. But bring 
DEET just in case. We booked two kinds 
of packages as my wife dives less than I 
do. At the end of the trip it was simply 
what is cheapest, and paying by dive was 
cheapest -- $35 each plus $15 a day for 
BCD and regulator rental. The diving 
cost us slightly over $1,000 for a week, 
our bar bill was $150 and we tipped the 
staff about $450. Look at rates, add air-
fare, a night in Dangriga, plus these costs 
and you get your total. No tip pressure, 
no hustle to sell anything else. 
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Isla Marisol, April 2008, Corey Martin 
(bawana@srt.com), Minot, ND. Experi-
ence: 101-250 dives. Vis: 80 to 100 Feet. 
Water: 79 to 82 F, choppy. This trip was 
planned in the hope of seeing whale 
sharks, with the 2 weeks that I booked 
being during the full moon cycle. I saw 
3 during the 2-tank trips that I took 
2 times. The boat ride was somewhat 
rough the first trip but better the second 
time. It’s about a 45-minute boat ride 
from the island down to Gladden Split, 
where you do the diving. It is man-
aged by the game wardens, with only 
12 divers/snorkelers per boat and only 
a limited number of boats allowed at 
a time, so there could be a wait to take 
your turn going into the area. I still am 
amazed by the amount and size of the 
coral, barrel/tube sponges and amount 
of fish life. The food was excellent and 
the staff is just like family to me. Only 
problems at the resort were a water hose 
break on the fresh water pump damag-
ing the electric circuit box and a water 
pump that went bad on the generator, 
but both problems were fixed in record 
time. I just got done reading this month’s 
Undercurrent and I could not help but 
smile to myself and say yes to the lead 
story when M.A. was talking about 
Glover’s Reef; it is that good! On my first 
trip I only stayed here for 1 week, but 
this time was 2 weeks and I can’t say that 
I want to go diving anywhere else while 
in Belize! UW Photography Comments: 
Boat has a cooler for cameras but if there 
are a lot of cameras, it is too small. Crew 
careful with handling equipment. I took 
my laptop along to get my photos on to 
my hard drive and show them to the staff 
and other divers, as there is no TV.

Isla Marisol, April 2008, Douglas Pe-
terson, Naperville, IL. Experience: 501-
1000 dives. I stepped onto the dock after 
the hour ride from Dangriga, and was 
swarmed by no-see-ums. My legs and 

arms were covered in red welts before I 
even got to our cabin. A trash dump was 
hidden right behind the dive shop, saw 
a broken cistern filled with mosquito-
breeding water, and almost gouged the 
bejezus outta my toe on a small broken 
concrete pillar with its rebar sticking 
up in the sand right on the walking 
path from the cottages to the chow hall. 
Our cottage was beat-up, with a hardly 
working, electrical shower heating device 
hanging over your head in the shower, 
with its wires exposed, and a virtual 
inability to provide hot water. All of the 
staff were nice, with the exception of 
Mr. Way Too Serious, the dive manager, 
who is nicknamed “Buddha” because of 
his tattoo. Diving was enjoyable, with 
varied topography, reasonable life, and 
exciting swarms of Creole wrasse and 
black tangs. Big current Grouper Gulch 
had 4 blacktips, jack schools and literally 
hundreds of ocean triggers spread over 
the entire drift. Meals are chosen for you 
by the wonderfully friendly cooks, but 
it’s a fairly plain menu. Fun trip, but ac-
commodations were poor, the area needs 
to be cleaned up and repaired, and you 
must protect yourself from the no-see-
ums!

Isla Marisol, July 2008, Jill Rain (jrain@
rockisland.com), Lopez Island, WA. 
Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis: 20 to 70 
Feet. Water: 85 F. Off-season at a remote 
site with excellent staff translates to as 
good as diving gets in the Caribbean. 
Isla Marisol is successfully creating a 
comfortable and dedicated dive destina-
tion. 22-acre Usher family island at south 
end of Glover’s reef is the only high-end 
accommodation on the atoll (beachfront 
cabanas with en-suite showers, toilets, 
netted doors/windows, 24-hour power, 
fans and AC). Manager Eddie Usher was 
preoccupied on the mainland, which 
was a problem for one of our party who 
had paid for a cert referral (fortunately it 
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was worked out by the end of our stay), 
but his gracious and helpful mother 
was there for a few days, from whom we 
learned many things about the history 
of the island, the family and the area. 
Sand flies are aggressive any time the 
wind dies a little, especially at the boat 
dock (what we came to call the Death 
Zone). Even the bar deck at the end of 
a long dock will have sand flies unless 
there’s a moderate breeze. Keep covered, 
or use repellant, even for a few minutes 
outside (Picaridin easier on a wetsuit 
than DEET). Interestingly, even though 
the netting on cabana windows was 
mosquito-size, the sand flies didn’t come 
in; The ride out from Dangriga on a 36’ 
planing open boat is fast but wet and 
bumpy -- assume you will get soaked; 
(3) Our dives were limited to 45 minutes, 
even though we all had lots of air left -- 
maybe because we had a new diver? Ask 
if you can get an hour bottom time. The 
dive master (Giovani) and boat captain 
(Lyndon) were excellent: competent, 
friendly, helpful in every way, and a lot of 
fun; the dive boat can handle big swells 
(5-6’) so we went out to good windward 
sites regardless of the weather (note: the 
wind kicks up in the afternoon so viz 
decreases then); The reef is protected 
and full of life: great lush huge corals and 
sponges, high fish diversity and numbers, 
sharks, turtles, giant groupers. There 
were only 2, later 3, of us divers, and 
we never saw any other group. Drift-
ing through wildlife. The food (cooked 
and served by Aurora) was excellent and 
ample, including treats, the fresh fruit 
juice all day -- mango, papaya, water-
melon, lemonade, coconut -- an island 
specialty. Beaches raked daily and clean 
of flotsam. Solar powered path lights 
for walking back to cabana after dinner. 
The snorkeling couple reported a really 
good time, both where they were boated 
out to, and right at the resort under the 

docks and in the creek (she identified 
108 different species of fish). Isla Marisol 
wants to maintain a family operation 
at a high level of service; we hope they 
can. They are putting effort and money 
into the right things: topnotch staff and 
comfortable accommodation. 

Placencia
Robert’s Grove “The Inn,” April 2008, 
Kerri Conatser (kerrido@sbcglobal.
net), Bartlesville, OK. Experience: 51-
100 dives. Vis: 10 to 70 Feet. Water: 80 
to 82 F, choppy. Traveled to Placencia/
Robert’s for a Belize medical mission 
and a continuing medical education 
program with the Kirksville College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. After this experi-
ence, they have vowed not to return. All 
participants had difficulties with their 
charges. At best, the dive operation was 
marginal. Because of whale shark season 
(they provided a large boat for a mix of 
approximately 30 snorkelers and divers 
at a time), the non-whale-shark divers 
were afforded little attention. All regular 
dives were 45-60 minutes, on rough seas, 
away from the dive shop. All dives were 
drift. There is a $40/person charge for 
use of the National Parks. Also, upon our 
departure, the dive operation attempted 
to add an additional charge because of 
the recent increase in fuel prices (even 
though we had booked and paid for a 
dive package a month prior). The night 
dive was an awful drift dive. No glow 
sticks or other equipment lighting was 
provided. For those divers who did not 
have their own lights, the dive opera-
tion only provided a single, small light 
source. Because of the drift, the dive 
boat almost went ashore -- that led to an 
extended wait in the dark, rough waters 
looking for a boat with no lights. Most 
problematic was that the dive boat had 
no running lights (or lights of any kind). 



The Wider Caribbean	

30

BELIZE

When approaching the channels close to 
the dive shop, the Dive Master took off a 
strobe from his dive gear and held it up 
so that the boat would have some sort of 
lighting. It was frightening. UW Photog-
raphy Comments: No dunk tank or fresh 
water available on dive boat.

Splash Dive, Colibri House, May 2008, 
Dan Fazekas (dfazekas@mindspring.
com), McLean, VA. Experience: 101-
250 dives. Vis: 75 to 100 Feet. Water: 
82 F, calm. Splash Dive near the fishing 
dock in Placencia was organized. Our 
arrangements were in advance, corre-
sponding via email with Patty at Splash 
and also Placencia-based travel guide 
Mary Toy. She also knows Punta Gorda 
and helped us for our stay there. Splash 
organized a group dinner and provide a 
detailed dive briefing on whale sharks on 
Saturday night, a social and educational 
event. Sunday diving was the barrier reef 
near Silk Caye, and was outstanding. An 
ancient leatherback turtle checked us out 
as soon as we entered the water. School-
ing silversides cloaked the reef. Large 
grouper hovered at cleaning stations. 
Our divemasters, Louis and Warren, let 
us dive our own profiles, and served as 
underwater naturalists, pointing out the 
small critters. Lots of arrowhead crab, 
colorful tube sponges, and soft corals. 
Monday to Wednesday were devoted to 
whale sharks. We switched boats on day 
two and our Divemaster was Prince. He 
found schools of spawning snapper and 
we encountered the first of four whale 
sharks within five minutes and they 
each made a couple of passes. Tuesday 
and Wednesday were not as success-
ful; though conditions were ideal, the 
spawning snapper stayed around 200 feet 
deep. We encountered a small 18-foot 
whale shark near the surface as we were 
ending our dive. We also sighted a manta 
ray about 70 feet deep. But those dives 
were mostly an underwater hike, nothing 

strenuous, but continuous finning to 
find the snapper schools. Colibri House 
(apartment) rents daily and weekly, is 
clean and quiet, and is right on the beach 
at the north end of the sidewalk. There 
is no A/C, but lots of screens and fans 
kept us cool on the warmer-than-usual 
nights. Recommend both the dive opera-
tion and the accommodations. Meals at 
nearby DeTatch were exceptional. Best 
conch fritter anywhere. Breakfast at 
Wendy’s near the dock is good, and con-
veniently located. Wendy even opened 
early to accommodate the Splash divers. 
Barefoot Bar in town is great hangout, 
but don’t miss Yoli’s thatched bar near 
the Moorings office, which always has a 
breeze and friendly locals. Dinner can 
be served there by request from Mer-
lene, across the path. UW Photography 
Comments: Boats are under 40 feet long, 
twin outboard, no head, but hard cabin 
to keep dry and out of the sun. Large 
freshwater bucket dedicated to camera 
and video.

Southern Belize
Hamanasi, January 2008, Michael 
Emerson (medas2005@msn.com), Eden 
Prairie, MN. Experience: 251-500 dives. 
Vis: 70 to 90 Feet. Water: 81 to 83 F, 
calm. Stayed in a 3 BR condo at Belizean 
Dreams next door to Hamanasi Resort, 
where we stayed last time and dove with 
their operation again this time. The 
condo was great for a family of five. It is 
designed to accommodate up to 10, but I 
think 8 would be a comfortable maxi-
mum. Very nice units with nice ocean 
view throughout. We ate several meals 
in our unit. I recommend King Kassava 
in Hopkins for a good value meal, but 
cash required. We also rented an SUV 
and drove down from BZE which is 
about a 2-1/2 drive. The roads are good, 
although a little nerve-racking after 
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dark because of 8 one-lane bridges. For 
r a family, you can save a lot of money 
by doing this. Went to the Mayan ruins 
on the Guatemala border -- a must-see. 
Next time we will visit the Tical ruins in 
Guatemala but will stay in night near the 
border to make the trip more reasonable. 
We also liked the Belize Zoo. Placencia 
was also a nice day trip for non-divers. 
The Hamanasi dive operation is first 
class, and caters to a wide variety of dive 
skills. They are great for young divers 
-- both of my teen children were certified 
there. We spent one day at Turneffe’s 
Atoll and dove the famous Elbow, which 
was a bit challenging for inexperienced 
divers. Saw a pod of dolphins, multiple 
turtles, multiple sharks, and nice schools 
of fish. Glover’s Atoll was also nice, 
with nice visibility and topography. The 
diving was easier there as well. We then 
spent two days at the local barrier reef; 
multiple eels, turtles, eagle rays, lobsters, 
and spotted drum fish (the closest thing 
in the Caribbean to a clown fish). All in 
all, a great experience. UW Photography 
Comments: Did not cater to the serious 
underwater photographer. Did have a big 
fresh water bucket on board. Staff was 
helpful in handling equipment.

Turneffe Island 
Turneffe Flats Resort, May 2008, Jerry 
and Christy Bonnington (gjb@mtaon-
line.net), Eagle River, AK. Experience: 
501-1000 dives. Vis: 65 to 150 Feet. Wa-
ter: 82 to 84 F, choppy. The diving was 
great and the facilities are even better at 
Turneffe Flats. The rooms are in great 
shape, with plenty of room. The staff was 
outstanding. The meals are individually 
served, and they try to accommodate all 
requests. We were treated like old friends. 
Karen and Craig are wonderful, caring 
owners. We dove with Nitrox. Did two 
dives in the morning and a third in the 

afternoon. All the dives were about an 
hour. Plenty of room on the boat with 
6 divers for a 20-person boat. The reefs 
are in great shape. The only time we saw 
another dive boat was on the trip to the 
Blue Hole! UW Photography Comments: 
Boats had rinse buckets for camera gear. 
Room had lots of room for photography 
work. Lodge had facilities for review and 
downloading of cameras.

Turneffe Island Lodge, December 2007, 
Shaya Zucker (Shayakz@aol.com), 
Austin, TX. Experience: 101-250 dives. 
Vis: 85 to 95 Feet. Water: 82 to 83 F, 
calm, choppy. The resort is lovely, service 
is good, the food is excellent. There were 
no large schools of fish, but we saw many 
things we hadn’t seen before. Divemas-
ters are excellent, and give a printout 
of your dives, what you saw and depth 
at the end of stay. This is a pricy resort, 
but worth the money. We hired a fishing 
guide to do some bone fishing. I would 
stick to diving; they are more into diving 
at this resort. It used to be a big-time 
fishing resort. We chose this resort after 
reading another review on this site and 
contacting the writer. He had the same 
good experience at this resort. I would 
go back. It was relaxing and enjoyable 
diving. A full-service resort. Hot choco-
late served on the boat after the night 
dive. Go -- just before the high season, 
best deal, good weather, and not a lot of 
divers. There were 9 divers on the island 
and 35 staff ... we are spoiled now! 

Turneffe Island Lodge, April 2008, 
Gerald Meral (bmeral@horizoncable.
com), Inverness, CA. Experience: 101-
250 dives. Vis: 50 to 100 Feet. Water: 78 
to 81 F, choppy. The facilities are high 
end: great rooms, food, and helpful 
staff. Rooms large, all ocean view, with 
screened porch in case of bugs. We had 
almost no bugs. High fish diversity: 123 
species seen in a week. Lots of turtles, 
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some huge. Lots of big groupers, snap-
pers, spotted eagle rays, eels, spadefish, 
jacks, especially at Elbow, which we 
dove 3 times. Some sharks. Blue Hole is 
a waste of time, but other 2 dives that 
day at Half Moon and Long Keys were 
outstanding. Weather and water were 
unusually cool. Although it was slow 
current drift diving, meaning you had to 
stay with the divemaster, it was possible 
to spread out and see the sights. 15 dives 
in 6 days. All diving except Blue Hole day 
from small boat: roll off, and then hand 
up your weight belt and B/C at end of 
dive. All dives 5-10 minutes from Lodge. 
Surface intervals at Lodge. They also had 
kayaks and a Hobie Cat. The Lodge is ex-
pensive, but worth it. UW Photography 
Comments: Small boat had no photo or 
other facilities. All dives except Blue Hole 
5-10 minutes from Lodge. Crew helped 
with cameras.

Turneffe Island Lodge, July 2008, 
Downing Bethune (downingmbet-
hune@mac.com), Portland, OR. Experi-
ence: 51-100 dives. Vis: 50 to 100 Feet. 
Water: 81 to 83 F, calm. My wife and I 
spent two weeks and loved every minute 
of it. Guests are picked up/dropped off 
at the Princess Marina in Belize City on 
Saturdays and Wednesdays. The boat 
ride to the island takes a little over an 
hour. The Lodge is the only entity on 
this 14-acre island. The entire staff turns 
out to greet you at the dock. From there 
you’re escorted to your room or cabana, 
all of which are right on the beach. Meals 
are served at 7:30, 12:30 and 7:30 daily, 
with homemade snacks always avail-
able (going hungry here really isn’t an 
option). The food is great, not gourmet 
but hearty and filling. No TVs or radios, 
so I brought my iPod and Sound Dock 
and asked for Cabana 8, which is at the 
far end of the property, so as not to 
bother my neighbors. All diving is done 
from the boats; no shore diving allowed. 

The dive groups are small, no more than 
eight divers max per boat, but only six 
when we were there. Divers of all skill 
levels are accommodated, as manage-
ment will help out the dive master with 
any newer divers so the more experi-
enced divers can get on with it. After you 
set up your own gear for the checkout 
dive, the staff takes over and you never 
touch your gear again until it’s time to 
pack up and go home. The schedule was 
two dives Sunday and Monday, three 
dives Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
including an optional night dive, and 
two dives Friday morning. There are no 
activities on Saturday since most of the 
guest are going or coming. Tuesday is 
Blue Hole day as it takes about an hour 
and twenty minutes to get there, so the 
entire day is spent in that area. The first 
Blue Hole dive was unremarkable, but 
viz was much better the following week, 
and sharks were everywhere. Other than 
the Blue Hole trip, which includes Half 
Moon Caye Wall and Long Caye Wall, 
all other dives were minutes from the 
Lodge, so all surface intervals were back 
on shore. The highlight was our en-
counter with shortfin pilot whales while 
diving The Elbow our second week. This 
place is expensive, but well worth the 
price.

BERMUDA
Blue Water Divers, June 2008, Dave Cox 
(waldodhc@yahoo.com), Albuquerque, 
NM. Experience: 51-100 dives. Vis: 50 to 
75 Feet. Water: 80 to 84 F, calm, choppy, 
currents. I have dove in Bermuda for 
about 4 seasons. The dive operators 
need to take repeat customers to dif-
ferent sites. They do not accommodate 
beginning photographers well. They are 
interested in getting you to a site, into 
the water, and out again -- then to the 


