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when there are much better operations
and resorts within the North American
region and Caribbean. As for diving
conditions in the Solomons, it appears
to be on quite a quick decline. Overfish-
ing and lack of concern for the reefs is
evident. While on the Bilikiki, as well as
while we were at Uepi, there was fishing
line draped all over the reefs nearly ev-
erywhere we went ... evident and obvious
that the people were fishing right on

the best of the reefs. UW Photography
Comments: There is no room or tables
in the dive shop to set up camera gear. It
must be done in your room previous to
going diving.

Uepi Island Resort, July 2008, Bill
Jurney, Roseville, MN. Experience: Over
1000 dives. Vis: 30 to 70 Feet. Water:

78 to 81 E, calm. Uepi Island Resort

was outstanding. Sharks on every dive.
Lionfish, pipefish, unusual nudibranchs
like the electric swallowtail sea slug,
cuttlefish, fire dart fish, spot tail dart fish,
eagle ray, triton triggerfish, and the usual
tropical South Pacific fish and critters.
The shore dive in front of the resort was
loaded with walls of fish, and at least

20 sharks at all times. On snorkel we
found manta rays feeding in the lagoon.
The resort arranged a village visit (a
must-do experience). The island men
are magnificent wood carvers, and pre-
sented their work for sale one morning.
Everything about the resort was magical.
The owners, Grant and his wife, are most
gracious, the food was superb, the local
people provided a great evening of music
and dance, and a great touch was offered
to bring lunch to your private bungalow
every day. Our ocean bungalows were on
a palm-lined sand beach facing a quiet
lagoon -- a dreamy spot indeed -- and
the diving was great. One day we were
taken to dive a sinkhole (100 feet), then a
great shallow reef, a private beach lunch,
a dive on a wreck (80 feet), and two
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plane wrecks in shallow water loaded
with critters -- all in one unusual day of
adventure.
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Mike Ball, November 2007, Tom and
Lynn Hayes, Pensacola, FL. Experience:
251-500 dives. Vis: 30 to 60 Feet. Water:
79 to 81 F, calm, choppy. This trip was

a repeat of a trip we took earlier in the
year that was cut short due to two cy-
clones. We handled everything via e-mail
directly with Mike Ball, including hotel
reservation pre- and post-trip. The staff
was extremely helpful and even provided
storage for some luggage prior to our
trip. All of the staff could not have been
friendlier or more helpful. Tanks were
refilled (including Nitrox) within 15
minutes of our dive, enabling multiple
dives at each site. Dive briefings were
thorough, guides were offered but not
required, and many unusual underwa-
ter critter locations were marked with
light sticks by the divemasters so no one
would miss them. Warm towels were
provided, and there was always plenty
of hot water for showers. Snacks were
always available, as was coffee/tea 24/7.
The food was good, with a lot of variety
and plenty of vegetarian options always
included. A continental breakfast was
available for the early risers, followed
by hot breakfast after the first dive. Soft
drinks were provided free, and wine
was served with dinner. The bar was

a la carte, but well stocked. We had a
premium cabin, which was spacious and
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airy for a dive boat. Two large windows
eliminated any feeling of confinement.
Plenty of drawer space, good A/C and a
comfortable bed. There was daily “maid”
service and fresh linens mid-week.
Chocolates were placed on the pillow at
the turn-down (the staff even arranged
to meet another dive boat and replenish
the chocolate supply when it ran low)!
We identified over 150 species that we
had not seen in the Caribbean. Visibility
was not as good as it could have been at
all the sites, but always good enough to
make for good diving. We experienced

a few currents, and there were several
divers who had to be picked up in the
inflatables, but the boat had a great
system for keeping track of the divers
and always having observers on the top
deck and an inflatable in the water. UW
Photography Comments: Excellent facili-
ties -- plenty of space for setup and good
rinse facilities. Computers available for
downloads. Classes available, and weekly
photo contest. Onboard photo staff pro-
vided (for a fee) a DVD of the entire trip.

Nimrod Explorer, September 2008,
Barbara and Dave Loiselle (bw2d@
yahoo.com), Cherokee, KS. Experience:
101-250 dives. Vis: 40 to 75 Feet. Water:
70 to 75 E calm. Uncrowded dive sites,
dive your own profile, lots to see and get
excited about. Saw lots of lionfish, juve-
nile and adult, saw many nudibranchs,
giant clams, cuttlefish, octopus, shrimp,
sharks, potato cod, olive sea snakes, rays
and more. Extremely friendly, courteous
staff. Knowledgeable dive master and
good dive briefings. Diemi, the main DI,
was a 6-year veteran of the operation
and easy-going. The steam to Osprey
Reef was a killer -- had high seas, but

if you're going, not much can be done
about that. Wear socks with rented fins;
got major blisters because I didn’t. Pro-
fessional, friendly and helpful staff from
check-in to checkout. UW Photography

Comments: Had fresh water rinse tanks,
tables for camera and outlets in the main
salon for laptops.

Spirit of Freedom, September 2008,
Olga Sakwinska (olga.sakwinska@unil.
ch), Lausanne, VD. Experience: 51-100
dives. Vis: 20 to 30 Meters. Water: 25 to
26 Celsius, choppy. Dive restrictions:

500 psi returned to boat; 40 meters max
depth; 2 x safety stops; no time limit.
The trip was excellent. Diving was great.
Great visibility, healthy coral, lots of large
fish. Saw hammerhead, turtles, plenty

of sharks, not only during shark feed.
Only once saw another dive boat, how
refreshing after Red Sea where it’s really
crowded. Dive sites ranged from sheer
walls out at Coral Sea to “bommies” and
shallow lagoons (turtles!). There was
possibility for 15 dives in four days, I did
13. Dive briefings were thorough and
accurate. There were at least 2 crew in
the water during each dive. I always went
with divemaster because I came without
a buddy. Buddy teams could follow their
own profile. Solo diving could be done,
but you would need a certification.
Safety was important: headcounts, bot-
tom time, max depth, and safety stops
were recorded after every dive. All divers
were logged in and out of the water by
personal check-in. There was always

one crew doing lookout until everyone
was back on board. We were helped in
and out of the water. We only needed to
rinse our computers and suits, they did
everything else. The tanks were filled to
250 psi. Warm beach towels waiting after
each dive. Crew was extremely helpful
and made the trip enjoyable. Rooms
were comfortable, beds done every
morning. [ was lucky and got a room

for myself. Food was plentiful and tasty.
Last night we had barbecue on deck with
beef, lamb, chicken, fish, ribs and plenty
of other things. One person was vegetar-
ian and another on gluten-free diet and
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they both ate well too. Five meals a day.
The night crossing to Coral Sea was
rough. But they have sea sickness medi-
cine on board, both herbal (ginger?) and
“real” ones.

SpoilSport, November 2007, Nicola Nel-
son (nickie.nelson@gmail.com), Boun-
tiful, UT. Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis:
30 to 70 Feet. Water: 78 to 80 E, choppy.
Numerous helpful and friendly crew and
Kerrin, the “organizer,” seemed to be tire-
less and was always cheerful. Crew kept
offering water so that even my normally
non-water-drinking husband stayed
hydrated. Dive briefings were excellent.
Food was good and plentiful and they
worked hard to accommodate dietary
needs of our group. The Great Barrier
Reef and the Coral Sea have gorgeous
corals and a variety and large quantity
of fish and other creatures. The potato
cod at the Cod Hole were tame; fun to
dive with and great photo opportunities.
Our favorite sites were the “bommies;”
undersea pinnacles teeming with life

-- you circle around them so there is no
chance of getting lost. Our only negatives
(except for high winds and bumpy boat
rides) were that we picked up divers

in the middle of the week so repeated
the Cod Hole (4 dives there) and that

we either had to giant stride off a high
platform or negotiate a set of stairs in
full gear except for fins. And that some
of the guides handled the creatures too
much, possibly stressing them. Very
helpful with cameras (including the one
we flooded). Rentals available. On-board
professional photographer Julia held two
photo contests during the week so we got
to view a lot of great pictures. She was
knowledgeable and taught a course to
one diver who seemed to benefit greatly
from it.

Spoilsport, November 2007, Fredda
Lerner and Mike Fischbein (flerner@
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cox.net), Annandale, VA. Experience:
501-1000 dives. Vis: 30 to 100 Feet.
Water: 79 to 81 F, calm. Outstanding
live-aboard. Fantastic, enthusiastic,
skilled, cheerful crew. Loads of help from
any and every crew member at the slight-
est request; did not intrude when not
asked. Excellent captain. Great moorings
that let the divers down right at the reefs.
Ship in excellent condition -- everything
worked. The only item that we could
think of improving were the ladders on
the dinghies; adding an extra step or

two would make climbing in easier for
the dinghy pickup dives. It was worth
the 22+ hour flights from Washington,
DC. UW Photography Comments: Good
camera tables on dive deck. Dedicated
dunk tanks. All divers on trip were
digital; don’t know if E6 processing is on

board.

Spoilsport, November 2007, Gary
Krippendorf (gskrippendorf@hotmail.
com), Redwood City, CA. Experience:
251-500 dives. Vis: 50 to 100 Feet. Water:
78 to 79 E, calm. We boarded the Spoil-
sport in the evening in the Cairns harbor
for the 6-night Coral Sea Expedition trip.
The overnight trip out to the first dive
sites was a bit rough. Our first dive was
at 10 a.m. that next morning. Craig was
the trip director and made sure every-
one understood the daily schedules, the
systems used on the dive deck and in the
water, and asked for feedback. He and
the crew did an excellent job of ensuring
we all had a safe and enjoyable trip. The
water was usually smooth at the sites and
we either dove off the back of the boat or
had 5- to 10-minute rides in the rubber
duck boats to the dive site. Before each
dive wed get a briefing for the site, which
described the lay of the land, so to speak,
and listed the types of sea life known to
be in the area. The first 2 days of diving
were at the Great Barrier Reef. Visibility
was usually about 50 feet and corals and
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fish were abundant. Once we reached

the dive sites around Flinders Reef out in
the Coral Sea, the visibility was signifi-
cantly better, with some sites at 100 feet
or more. Typical dive day allowed for

5 dives. First dive was before the hot
breakfast, 2 more dives before lunch, 1
afternoon dive, and a dusk/night dive. I
have made 5 trips with Mike Ball, includ-
ing trips on their now discontinued PNG
and Townsville operations. It is a solid,
professional operation. UW Photogra-
phy Comments: Dedicated camera table
on dive deck.

SpoilSport, May 2008, Larry Schnabel
(larryschnabel@wildblue.net), Temple-
ton, CA. Experience: 593 dives. Vis: 60

to 100 feet. Water: 77 to 79 F, strong
currents. Food the best I have had on 10
live-aboards. Boat a catamaran built for
diving; thus, ample space under beds to
store large dive bags. Crew knowledge-
able, attentive, helpful. One glass of wine
provided with dinner; otherwise you
must purchase alcoholic beverages. some
of the wines offered for sale -- Merlot,
Sauvignon-Semillon (both Australian
wines) poor. Overall, Australian wine
served not up to standards of Australian
wine sold in U.S. Solo diving allowed if
we had a pony tank/spare air and other
equipment and provided a cert to show
we were responsible, capable divers.

FIjI

Fiji Aggressor III, March 2008, Michael
J. Millet (michael.millet@comcast.
net), Dublin, CA. Experience: 501-1000
dives. Vis: 50 to 75 Feet. Water: 82 to

85 F, choppy, surge. The Fiji Aggressor
III (the Sere Ni Wai) carries 10 divers
with a crew of 6. The boat has a large
enough dining area and salon. The back
deck also serves for dive gear storage but
is spacious enough for dive briefings,

lounging and eating. There is neither

a top deck for sunning nor a spa. Most
diving is off the big boat with about 6
dives from Zodiacs. Many dives involve
circumnavigating several bommies so

it is best to go with the dive guides, al-
though venturing off on one’s own is OK
but not recommended. The dive masters,
Moses and Rhys, do an excellent job of
briefing the dives and finding critters.
The trip included dives off of several
islands -- Namena, Wakaya, Mokagai,
Gau. The trip included a village visit on
Mokagai that was truly enjoyable. The
village children did some native songs
and dances. On board, we participated
in a Kava ceremony and downed several
high-tide cups of Kava. Bula! The marine
life was plentiful and varied -- many,
many anemones with anemonefish,
incredible soft coral, octopus, cleaner
shrimp, lionfish, blue-ribbon eels, scor-
pionfish, schools of jacks and barracuda,
hawkfish, gobies, sharks, groupers,
nudibranchs, marble rays, etc. Luka, the
chef, prepared lots of great, tasty meals --
some with a local flavor such as curries.
The boat staff was always helpful in ac-
commodating guest requests and needs.
They were also a lot of fun. Captain Ned
did a great job. Also, the crew cleans all
the divers gear on the last day. On most
days divers had the opportunity for 5
dives. However, on Friday there is only

1 dive. A great trip. UW Photography
Comments: Small camera table that
sometimes got cluttered with non-photo
stuff; 2 large rinse tanks on board; when
diving from Zodiac, cameras were in
some danger of being stepped on. I had
no issues in this regard.

Fiji Aggressor III, April 2008, Chrisanda
Button/Rickie Sterne (rickandchris@
alltel.net), Elkins, AR. Experience:
501-1000 dives. Vis: 40 to 60 Feet. Water:
80 F, calm. Our booking a second dive
holiday aboard the Serene Wai, now the
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