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Sipadan Island Dive Lodge, Borneo, Malaysia
—Paradise At A Price

Dear Reader,

At 37,000 feet, with 11 hours of flving behind and anothar 18 ahead of me.
the guestion is obvicus. 1Is this worth it? A bit of reverie brought me back te
Iy conversation with my buddy — “We’wve got to go to Sipadan. The new 'In’ spot!?

My buddy is still, I'm afraid, a confirmed yuppie. The newest toy, the most
expensive toy, the most difficult toy to obtain — he's got to have it. Just as
those wha mast collect T-sghirks from the Coral Sea, the Red Sea and Piji, my
buddy had to add Sipadan Island to his list of underwater conguesta. I tagged
along due to his persuasive descripticn
of the purported great diving and sug-
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gestions that soon "crowds would ruin
it.* Besides, I, too, wanted one of Population BOOM ... ssssismssemmsms s smsssisssis s 3
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visibility. So, was the travel time . . .
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Angeles to Honolulu: 5 1/2 hours. Homo- g P R R i
lulu te Taipei: 10 1/2 hours. Taipei to Willlhﬂl'- BEMAL i aaidindimmiad s s 10
Kuala Lumpur, northwest of Singapore: 4 Is the Nikonas RS for You?
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Then back track [rom Kuala Lumpur te Kota Hinakalu on neorthern Borneo: 2 1/2
hours. Kota Hinakalu, acuth, to Tawau: 1/2 hour. Then, by bus from Tawau to
Sempornar 2 hours. And, by boat from Semporna to Sipadan: 3 houras. Thak's 34
hours in mlanes, Lbuses and boats. Add the airport layovers and, if there are no
mizsed connecticons, you'wve got btwo straight days of travel. This, my friends, is
a trying tall far ene's soul.

We added even more time, by overnighting at a Hyatt on Huala Lumpur and in
Semparta in the gquaint 2nd Dragen Inn, a weoden hetel on stilts aver the ocean
bay. It had air cenditicning, a TV that didn’'t work, outside tollet and shower
facilities, <lean linen, and a good restaurant. After the grueling trip, it was
paradise. Indeed, zompared to the city itself, it was quiet, cooler, and cer-
tainly smelled betbter. (He sure nob to miss the city market in the morning!)



After a breakfast of Indian cuisine, we boarded Bornec Diver's large beoat
ter the crossing to Sipadan Island. Because there were 16 new guests, Borneo
Divers’ used their larger and slower boat for the three hour trip. (These suscep-
tible to mal-de-mer should consider appropriate preventive maedicine.) Speadboats
ferry smaller groups in half the time. The trip through the harbor and estuaries
wag like a journey with Matiocnal Geographic, past entire communities of stilt
supported wooden villages, each with ornate mosques.

Az the boat approached Sipadan, I could sees the green foliage atop bright
white sand beaches, surrounded by a narrow band of turquoise shallows engulfed by
the expanse of the cobalt sea. Upon disembarking, the staff unloaded our luggage
and we assembled at Lhe main “hut”® for an orientation. Head divemaster, Harris,
explained the general profile of the reefs, meal times, dive rules (hang 3 at 15
feet, dive with a buddy — all reasonable), and told us that Sipadan was a pro-
tected bird and marine sanctuary. What he didn't sxplain was that the voltage in
Lhe huts was 22C, not 110, and I burned out ;v charger. Harris was miffed that I
had arrived with nc dive gear (Malaysian Airlines breught it 26 hours late), and
I hadn't informed an “authorized” representative of Borneo Divers’' that T needed
rental gear. We got off to a bad start, but eventually, T had no complaints
about the friendly, hardworking, and creative staff, Malavsians Gwen and Adeline
and Filapinos Wesley and llarris were competent guides; the boatmen were helpful,
and careful; the housekeeping staff was trustworthy and neat; and the chef and
his staff did a good job.

Sipadan Tszland Dive Lodge has 21 two-person thatched huts, a dive shop hut,
a4 bar/rescaurant hut, and one hut for the staff, all an the beach. In the morn-
ing, & pier jutting cwver the dropoff was a perfect setting for sipping coffee and
watching the resident lionfish bunt. In the evening, we'd gaze at the myriad
stars abeve and the hundreds of flashlight fish balow.

The huts, sach with two single bunks and on stilts, were, well, huts. My
thatched roof kept me dry during the nightly rains. The mosquito netting kept the
nasty critters away (there were few to contend with), but interruptsad Lhe ai:
flow of the ceiling fans (it was hot and humid!}. And the walk, especially dur-
ing dark nights, to the remcte toilet and shower facilities was an unwelcome ex-
perience. The hutz had no shelves, reading lights, air copditioning, =sink,
clcthes' hooks or scap. However, they did have an occasicnal rat wandering
around losking for something to eat. So, hide your snacks -— and even scap that
you bring — in cane with metal l1ids.

Now, before you balk at reading furthey, let me share just a few notes from
the loghook:

Check-out Beach dive: Sawthree turtles—one with two remoras aleng for the free ride, several
Elua-faced angels, and black and soft corals in abundance.
Coral Gardens: fast drifr dive; three white tips, turtles, [lame anencme, beautiful soft

corals, reminiscent of Fiji.

Mig-reef: turtles sveryvwhers, 12 foot wide manta ray, two greonmotays, all types of corals,
HBangipg Gardens: wvertical wall with lush soft corals in many colors including red, orange,
purple, pink, white, all in vast protfusion.

south Point: hundreds of barracudas, dozens of white tip sharks and a couple of lamon
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sharks, blus-faced angels, gold scrawled
bow figh and turtles galore.

Sipadan and 1fts surrounding reesfs
are shaped like an angel fish, with a
2.000 foob vertical wall starting at
five feet Jyst a few kKicke from the
skore. [(Most cther beaches at Sipadan
are edged by extensive reef flats.]
Walking alang the 10- foob widse
beach, you can circumnavigate the 30
acre island in 45 minutes. Birds,
moniteor lizards (including at least one
five-footer!}) and spiders inhakit the
interior, which vou can wisit onlvy with
the resident park ranger. Walks Lo ¢b-
serve the se=a turtles laying eggs are
limited to a few persons each eVening
and are controlled ac az nobt to disturb

the turtles, I£, howsver, a turtle de-
cides Lo dig its nest wunder your hut,
L i I | tn..n ﬁ. iEH.-_-_ '.“.--. Y ]..: SI ﬁ_ﬂ-_ :!'!!

can duck the flying sand.

One boat dive sach morning and an-
other each atternoon traveled to sites
no more than ten minutes away. Four
boats each carried a maximum of 10
divers comfortakly. even when most
carted camera egquipment. The routine
was simple: sult up wich your tank ac
the dive hut, get on the boat, back
rall at the site, dive,

weight belt and tank, and climbh a ladder.
master who outlined what her or his multl-
could plan thelr own dive {with 120 foot

Most of the time,

Population Boom

On either side of the Sipadun Island Dive Lodge
are two new retreats: Sipadan Dive Center and ihe
Pulau Sipadan Resort. The general layout of each
resort is the same (and certainly the diving around the
smigll 30 acre island s the samed,. Buol, Sipadan Dive
Center was encumbered during low tides (divers had
to portage their gear 10 deeper waters) and Pulaw
Stpadan Resor has a sirong corrent @ is beach oo
(however, it did have the advantage of shoreside
cooling wadewinds).

Sipadun [sland Dive Lodge was the [rst. During
my siay, the divers were American, Austrian, Finn-
ish, llalian and Japanese. The clientele at the other
resonts seemed mainly Japancse. The resoris are in
stfl competition [or the igland s limited resources,
amd there is no love or even co-operation between
them, In fact, Haris even encouraged us nof 1o mix
with the patrons ol the other resors, Indeed, paradise
still has snakes of all colors, shapes and avarices,

Seill, s mo overcrowded, Dhivers disperse un-
derwater and only once weas there another boal al one
of the sites, I saw no reef damage. buw, | suppose,
with all those fins a kickin®, damage is inevitable,
Yet, these are expericnced divers and, hopelully,
Sipadan virginity will survive for some tme w come.

G.P. |

surface and wait for the hoat to fetch you, hand up your
Each boat dive was
level profile would bhe; each buddy pair
limit) .
it was easy drift diving alemg the wall,

*ouldad” by a dive

One hour dives were the rule.

Howsver, shanging

currerts were unpredictable, sometimes strong and down-pulling.

Slpadan reminds me of Devil's Tower

Close Bncounters of the Third Kind?}

Seems ta compel sea life From miles around to make a pilgrimage there.

must puroer ;'."Hl T J

fest the water and land.

score or more; on one 58 minute dive, I

Haticnal Monument in Wyoming.
This massive mountain with an island atop

{ Remembhel

Ture]

Green and hawksbill turtles (and a [ew leatherbacks] in-
th Turtles were swimming., sleeping on ledges, feedingd,
s_ullmﬂ.m;.:mﬂs.a.nﬁmlm_l_ﬂ_qﬂiﬂidﬂhi

saw 315 turtles!

On two dives, I encountered btwo
Nevaer thought I'd OD an

turtle encounters, but by the end of my two weeks, they hored me.

Trne dive shack was a shert walk from the huts.

It contained ample bins for

gear stcowage, a compressor building, a strche charging area, three large fresh

water tanks bto rinse cameras and regulators, and two large camera tables.

B0 cu-

bic foobt tanks Eilled teo 2200 psi were available batwesan 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.

for shore dives. The best beach dive in fropnt of the resort probably was Letter

Every dive — yas,

swamr with white tip shagks on all divec.

every dive — was filled with a plethora of sea life. 1
Massive bumphead parrctfish plowed

their way through the shallows ignoring the clumsy flapping divers around them.
A schocl of hundreds of pacific barracudas — Barracuda Point was my favorite dive



— and a school of hammerhead shark= cleim Sipadan as their residence. Dozens af
lionfish pircuetted unabashedly in front of the cne-eyed camera monsters.
Leopard sharks allowed some diver intimacy. Anemcne Fish flited abour like
butterflies on the wall‘s crest. Then, there wers the angel fish, butterfly
£ish, surgecn fish, banner fish. unicorn fish, sweetlips, jacks, file £ich, and
bat fish. MHot to mention, leaf, crocodile and clown triggers. Moray eels popu-
iated holes not already home ko ockepi. Gorgesus, delicats nudibranchs abounded,
I dived every site, most of them twice. And every dive excellad.

If you'wve logged cavern or wreck, a guided tour at *Turtle Tombs,” a cavern
in frent of the resort, is unigue. A maximum of six divers is= allowed and each
must have two dive lights. It is a dark, eerie dive starting at the cavern's
mouth at 70 feet and rising to 25 feet within the last chambsr. One porpolise apd
Lwc furtle skeletons graphically remind one Lhat they'd best be carsful on this

dive. The sterile cave dive is in sharp
Contrast ko the rest of the diving.

SIPADAN ISLAND DIVE LODGE, '

BORNEQO, MALAYSIA To demonstrate that contrast, here‘s ap
excerpt from my logbook: “Dive #572, wiz 75
Diving for Beginners don't go feet, max depth B0 ft, time 5 minutes frem
Diving for Expericnced T R | dock, nine white tips 4-6 feer long, some
— Ty rasling - scme swinming; sleeping turtles:
Ihaunmnmhhmh * 12 at least 12 lionfish out in the open,
i[h“d * ok numercus nudibranchs including those hitch-
| Ambiance * k& k12 ing & ride on a sea cucuwber. Drifted
Money's worth * % % & % effortlessly through a beautiful valley

studded with coral heads. Saw zillions of
Troe Wl RER Benp WRAE pod dkbd oodkes | aurhiug goldiish at the top of the 60 foot
—_— deep ridge. Garden eels warily studied my

approach, while three foot hawksbill turtlss swam down and began to feed in front
of us. My buddy picked up food scraps the turtls was sating and offered them o
the unafraid animal, It calmly and gently tock the food from her hand. It wasa
an almost zen-like experience to witness the exchange. The turtle was so calm
and trusring and the human was (uncharacteristically} benign. T later wrote on
my logbook, “the best dive of my life.”

wWith such extraordinary unlimited diving, the only spare time I had was ra-
served for meals. The buffet meals were plentiful, mostly Chinese, and fairly
well balanced. Breaktasts were varied (fried and beiled eggs, French toast,
noodles, fried rice, grilled hot dogs, cerseal, fresh fruit). Lunches ineluded
baked fresh fish, beef stew, chicken (chcpped up bones and all, Chinese atyle),
goat curry, c<ollard greens, bok choi, fried rice, potatoes, cauliflower, fresh
salad and fruit. The shrine was cooked with the ghells and heads on, 2ven io
sauce, which made for messv eating. Dinners cccasionally featured fresh tuna
sashimi, then sweet and sour pork, Mongolian beef, fried calamari, bean sprouts,
grean heans, carrots. Pread and butter, jslly and peanut butter were always
available. But no desserts. Instant coffee, tea, fruit drink, beer and bottled
water were always there. The meals were served in the main hut that alss had a
emall bar. Although Malaysia is pradominantly Moslem, nonbelievers may imbibe,
but drug trafficking is punishable by death.

The two weeks zipped by and I was scon winging home. Midflight, I asked my-
self again. Was it worth all the time and money? Well, do divers pee in their
wetsuits? And damn is that T-shirt gonna look good back home.

G.F.

Divers fompass: Tropical Adventures (B800-247-3483; 206/441-34B83 in WA) put
the trip teogether for us; they did a great job and included land itinerary of

Orangutan watching and up-river exploring: it's possible for long-distance
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arrangements to fall apart {(my buddies missed ocut on some whitewater rafting)
so he prepared to be flexible; modest dress is essential off the island. . . .
Make sure all legs of air travel are re-confirmed. . . .Slight malaria and
typhoid fever are real risks, so take prophylactic medication and chack recommen-
dations from the Center for Disease Contrel or International Association for
Medical Assistance to Travelers (716/754-4E83). Visas are issued upon arriwval.
Bring all of yvour dive gear because rental eguipment is limited; don't forget
your C-card. . . .My three weak trip, including air fare from the west coast,
all hotels and rransfers, and al! food and diving on Sipadan totaled 53500. . .
Bring a few multi-outlets for your 220/110 weolt converter., a clothesline, a
flashlight and raincoat. DEET would be handy. . . .tee shirts, bathing suits,
and bare fesot are the norm. Sea Safaris alsc runs trips: 800/821-6670G; 1n CA
Z213/546-2454; FRY 213/545-1672.

The M.V. Oceanus, Chinchorro Banks, Mexico

—The Great Chinchorro Fishing Excursion

Exhausted from radiaticen treatment, my father thought a liveaboard dive trip
would ba a relaxing vacation. My sister and I hoped it would be a low-key way
for him to test hiz new limitations, hawving recently been diagnosed with incur-
able cancer. hen not on nurse duty, she {(newly certified) and T planned to dive
te the may, taking advantege of the unlimited diving liveaboards usually offer.
"Live "til you puke* was our motto, but unfertunately we puked too soon.

Faced with two liveahoards diving Maxice's Chinchorro Bank in August, Dacgl
chose the Qoeanus, which had been chartered by Sonex, a travel associaticon spe-
cializing in adventurous dive travel. There are a lot of Mexican Havy restric-
ticns about diving Chinchorro, and the Wave Dancer. alsoc planning trips, was
having problems getting clearance. We assumed Dgeanus’ influsntial Mexican
owner, Juan Sarbachano, could cut through the rec tape. Sonex’s Peler
Tattarsfield (absent on my trip), brothers Anthony, Michael, and father Anthony
Sr. had run Thinchorro expeditions several times from Qgegpys. o 1 presumed wWe
would be in [or a good ride.

Wa reached the boat from Cancun by private bus, stopping at the Mayan ruin
of Tulum, followed by a trip to a sea turtle farm, then a tasty lunch, and an
invigoraring swim in an icy clear canocte. Three hours later. we pulled into the
*dive resort” of Majahual, consisting of a few ramshackle huts, tents, and the
all-important bar. Fizhing kbeats ferried the 12 of us to the Oceanus, but we
boarded too late to weigh anchor that night, and spent it heaving offshore in 4-6
foot awells. My sister and another diver heaved in their cabins.

Unfortunately, Oceapnys is nothing like the Wave Dancer. The *"lounge” is
furnished with a vinyl-covered bench, a table with a padded backless bench and a
few portable plastic chairs. The TV/VCR cabinet leans against the railing of the
gallev stairs. On the outer deck are two slatted wood tables and benches for
gating. and a two-shelved camera/miscellanecus table. Ihe railing alopng Lhe

ides of the ponat was gnly a foot high, and for an sight-foot stretch, theie was
0s railing ot all. That worried ma with the large swells — especilally whan I was
hauling gear back and forth to the tank rack at night. There were two tank racks
with storage benche=s. To the rear were two huge cranes, which I was told were
for “shark cagesz.* To enter the water, divers either took a giant stride off the
side or descended the ladder te the reary dive platform.

on the first night, I asked the captain about emergency procedure. After a
Blank lock, he told me where the lifejackets were stored, saying he would grab
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the radic before bearding the lifeboat., This was the same radio that rurned ot
te be unable to contact Cozumel all week. There were other problems., We were low
cn fresh water and towels. The two toilets were broken. Thsy flushed when water
Was poured in, but the buckets were toc heavy to lift, and I gave up after my dad
strained his back trying. The showers were hot and powerful, but the bathrooms
had an oily carpet scrap eon the flesr and smelled of clogged toilet. Our two-
bunk cabkin had a sink. large beds, and plenty of cabinet space, mostly occupiad
by German cockroaches. They were also fond of our beds. Thare were no pertholes

Ling to plap dives io his hesd. Thres dives a day - the 8 AM dive usually hit
the water by 9 AM — was the limit, fit in between two-three hour surface inter
vals. Clutching his ever-present speargun, ke gave no-brainer briefings: “Okay
wa gonna go to 50 feet, we gonna stay there for 25 minutes, and we gonna make a
safety stop at 15 feet for S minutes. Whan I say go, everybody geo in the water
at the same time. And I'm gonna be fishing, 2o den’t nobody get ahead of me,
okay?” The best I could do was ignore him cnce I hit the water — he didn't seem
interestad in enforcement. But I had ne centrasl over the interminable surface
intervals.

THE M.V, OCEANUS,
CHINCHORRO BANKS, MEXICO

Because of strong currenkts, wWa
mainly did drift dives. Oceanus
anchored (without a thought to coral
A - . damaga) and we jumped off. Two smaller
Diving for Experienced fishing boats followed our bubbles until

Fish &k we surfaced. Then, we climbed intoe the
o r‘i_“m; *d::'* amaller boate and rode back to the
IVING 1O DEginners i g Oc s.
Boat * |
Food ok ok (k) | Scnex pesple knew about my dad's
Money's worth * K ()

cenditien and were anxious to help. But,
Wopooy, W fan, koW w avnmr. @ bRk good EkEEE el the large swells made getting in and cut
— - — of all these boats a little tricky. By
the time he had suited up, crawled down the stairs, made the dive, climbed inta
the fishing boat, and fought the surge jumping on the dive platform, Dad was
exhausted. Then, we had to sort our gear out on deck and set up fresh tanks.

The captain’s logic decreed that the air conditioning be off during the boiling
days but blast away each night. The heat, sticky plastic chairs, and relentless
rocking of the shallow-hulled boat were mercilessly uncemfortable. Dad spent his
surface time sweating below in the relative comfort of his bed.

On previcus trips, Sonex had logged Chinchorro’s explored dive sites in the
ship’s Leran. so most of our dives were in kEnewn areas. The first dive was at a
sunken galleon site called *40 Cannons,” where ] saw a southern stipngrav ag largs
Ll at first tock it for a manta. I was the only diver who didn't seeo any cannons,
probably because most are heavily encrusted with coral. ©Or, mavbe it was becausa
the visikility wasn't great—-Chinchorre averaged 60 feet.

At "The Zco”, a sheort, slanted “wall” starts at abour 70 feet and hits a
sandy bottem at around 90. In each coral head was at least cne bright litcle
puffer fish. Among the purple fans and finger ceral were a 1-ft green sea
turtle, a hogfish, triggers, and several trumpet fiszh. At Cayo Norte, I saw a
mismatched pair of mottled filefish, large spotted cow and trunkfish, gueen and
French angels, grunts, schools of blue chremis with no beginning or end, and more
lush coral life. Along the wall, perfectly ecurved purple fans waves in the
surge, and brain coral glowed blue, yellew, and erangs.

At Cayc Centro, a night dive turned up both a juvenile and adult spotted
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drum in adjoining coral heads. I playved with a huge drowsy hogfish and small-
spotted moray. Scatbered over the site were about 12 female crabs — each over a
foot from tip te tip — munching the night away. JIn davlight, the corals were
aven mozs gpectacular — soft, spongy finger coral. gobie-fllled Lube goonges.
flatr multi-colored star corals. These fertile coral gardens were the most varied
and vivid of the trip. Some divers discovered two large anchors apparently from
an old galleon wreck. Sonex didn’t have this site charted, and divezrs salvaged
copper plating and several copper rods using underwater metal detectors.

ar the southern tip of Chinchorroe, we anchored at the islands of Cayo Lobos.
Oon our Eirst dive, we hit bottom at 80 feet among ceral canyons with walls about
20 feet high. 1 flecaced chrough the canyons, followed by a small barracuda — the
anly one I saw in Chinchorro. The wallz weare crammed with yellow sponges and
waving purple fans. Cayo Lobcs is heme to several shipwrecks, only one of which
we dove. Our first attempt to find the Pirestar was led by a local fisherman.
we bounced around in two small fishing boats in S5-foct swells for 20 minutes, and
then dragged Michael Tattersfield behind the boat to search for the site. We
finally gave up and made a shallow dive, but by then my dad was exhausted, and my

sister was ready to heave again. A baby nurse shark is all I remembker seeing.
On our seccnd attempt for ths
Firesrcay, T awam rhrn'.Jr_ql'IL: A NArrow REEI.SUI] Numher 279
canyon, turning a cormer to find a . .
sta;gerlr.q elkhorn coral formation. I Dld“,t Vﬂte the TICkEt
Aboyr B faat asyvoss, it was such a
geometrically perfect series of *V*s Ta preserve their family values. Danny and
that I mistook it for part of the Manlyn Quayle and their three childen leamed to
wreck, Behind it, among the 15-ft hiagh | seuba dive in 1989, “Trouble 15, eported the flopsion
canycn walls, lay the Firestar. The Chronicle, you and 1 picked up the fab.
strong surge, howevar, had beaten it to Federal emplovees purchascd wet suits, dive
& pile of huge matal plates and pipes, watches (at 3152 and 10 nioe monogrmmed
inhabised by schaels of vellow-tail warmup suits tat 5977). The Quayles recerved theer
jacks. The wreck reached up to 15 imitial lessons in a Washington-area swimming pool
fert, wheve the surge was =m0 bud I had wnder the leadership of Matonal Oceanographie ol *
to pull mysel? along a matal pipe t Atmospheric Administration staff, They then
keep from slamming into the steel wnderwent apen-water truning off the beaches of
plates The combination of the zpooky Flowidda amd Haweuii.
wreck and spectacular canyon walls made A Quayle spokesman said that the Secret Service
for one cf the best dives of the ctrip. would not allow the family (o ke convmereial
lessons and demanded thit the copupment be pur-
1s Mesico's Chinchoryo Bank un- chased by the government w avoid possible amper-
touched, xirgin diving Lerpitory Iesmn- ing. However, while the Quayles reimburscd the
ing witk marine l:fe BF BEope gdvertise- povermnment for sha- LUt uckets and some other
Ls aim? Haxdly. Years of local vacation expenses, they did wot pay for the scuba
fishing have taken their tell. 1 only diving because they had no choice in how o go abaoul
saw a [evw grouper and bogfieh. Tha the traiming.
edible fish population is pretty Part of the b was a 35366 bill 1o [ix a waner's
cleaned out. The real story is phs underwater Rolex watch thal was damaged when il
lush, alposc pristine coral life. With beecamee cnstoiled with the vice president’s oear, the
gne or Ltwo exceptions._each pelyp, each newspriper sud.
wepb, each sram was intact. A night Ben Davison
dive at Cayo Lobos turned up 8 forest = o

of elkhorn coral heads up to & feet high. On most dives, I saw healchy, spread-
ing trees of coral over & feet long, thickly-veined vase sponges large encugh for
me to Eit inside, multi-colored brain coral, and purpls [ans covered with
flamings's tongues

Carles, usually accompanied by Michael and onsg or two other divers,
spearfished most dives, telling us if they didn't hunt, we wouldn‘t eat.




The first day I watched a grouper die on the end of Carlos' speargun. thrashing
fiercely in the coral. ] stopped diving with Carlos, and after a few othe:z
complaints, Socnex divided us into loose groups. Hunters followed Carlos.

The rest of us awam with the photagraphers or alone.

The trip seemed to be a Lishing excursion for the srew, who hunted conch,
lobster, hogfish, grouper, and crab, and line fished before, during., and after
dives, even reeling in a few squirrelfish. One afterncon, they gathered 70
conch, to be divided up among the crew te take home. They bagged at least 5
lbs. of fish daily, which the crew butchered in front of us during meals. I
suspect much of it was headed to market.

Q

The food was excellent. Omar the cook created varied meals of Mexican-style
fish, hueves rancheros, sandwiches, clam chowder, conch ceviche, and fresh
salads. On the last day, we had a grilled iecbscer feast, but by then I had lest
my appatite for freshly killed fish,

The Scnex crew was conscientious and helpful. Michael and Anthony Sr. kept
close tabs on my sister, dad, and ansther novice diver on board. Michael mads
almost every dive buddied with my sister, and Antheny monitorad averyone's
health. If I were lgpking for adventure divipg., I would haopily dive with Sonex
a408in. But, I'd ask a lot of quesztions about the ship and crew. And, I weuldn't
bring my Dad.

Rlthough the underwater landscape was great in Chincherre, the andless fiah-
ing left me with the feeling that I'd just vacationed on a farm, watching cows
and chickens butchered daily for my evening steak or giklers.

P-E-

Diver's Compass: Sonex: 280% Bird Avenue, Miami, PL 33133, 305-869-B8810;

their phone service has been disrupted since the hurricane. . . .Sonex is plan
ning several adventure trips this year; assume nothing — ask a lot of questicns
about the boat and eqguipment. . . .The Sonex crew was well prepared for minor
medical needs like diarrhea, morion sickness, headaches, and sinus congestion.
They had wrenches and somes spare o-rings. buk no hoses or mouthpieces — both of
which secme divers needed on my trip. . . .The Qceapuys, which 15 based in Cozumel,

takes divers to Palancar on overnight trips {(011-525-872 0100; Fax 0ll1 525-872
0288); Chinchorro charters for groups up to 12 are S55500/week;: they prowide boat,
crew, fuel, tanks, weights, the compressor and water for showers; you provide
drinking water, towels, food., and beverages.

Crystal River, Florida
—Slaughter of an Endangered Species

Imagine fleoating in fresh, clear water, as a group of highly endangered West
Indian manatees [most larger than your sofa}l accept your prescnce while thay
graze in the shallow wakter. A curious juvenile manatee swims over and playfully
investigates yvour dive gear, inviting you to stroke his rough gray skin.

Every year, from November 1% te March 15, Crystal River, Florida, is about
the only place in the weorld where you can reliably dive with manatees in the
wild. When winter comas, the watar temperature in the coastal Gulf of Mexico
drops to the low 60's. Florida's 1800 manatees congregate in warmer water, like
those of Crystal River's springs - 72° F., year round.

Over the years, I've spent many winter weekends at Crystal River. Since I
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live in Tampa, I driwve theras cn the day

of the dive rather than stay at one of A “Uniq‘l]E“ New MaSk?
the small hotels, which are typical
Flerida tourist habitats. clapntati
Ion is gne =f the more popular of the
dive gperatisoncs. For this trip, I made
raservations in advance [or gear for my
friends, but, when we got there, we
waited several minutes while they
scrounged arsund to come up with the

needed items. Most of Lthe gear was T
full =f holes and leaks, and some i oo i 0g e il ;

equipment was nearly nonfuncrional removes selected wavelengths of light in erder 10

The dive shop (as with the sther dive | MPUREESIITTROL BEERIE o
shops I have patronized at Crvstal o5 -'mbr.ltju e 5 e e
Eiver) failed a mors critical fest: fha | 1',“:: E.T" k s fi;:h_b, % tfﬁp,a s et

e ~a2d Lo G2 2o syen Lhe if'lc IIT:‘iﬁuaﬂfr:?llh:Hﬁ:;i h;.' tlu'l::.'-llr: o ’
most basic Anformation abour how Lo ol b h :

; P i “Sea Vision allows color discriminglion never
L—,_rh hre ol g h is winter ]]mn,-\ =l : K %
= = 1.1. ad b hefore ohainable for divers and underwater photo-

graphs. Experienced divers will especially apprecinie
the fact that reds and vellows will once again become |
visible,..™

When in Belize. 1 showed the mask 1o one of the
guides. "Hey. this might may make sense.” he sail.
He wore iton a dive and handed 1o me as soon a5
he came ou of e water, He shook s bead. “Well,
it scemed like a good idea.” he said, “Try it Bot,
take along your own mask as well, T didn’and
suffered.”

[ stuck my mask i my BCD pockel just in casc.

The Sea Vision (it just linc, but it turned the
world both above amd below waler a burat arange,
Yes. rod looked a linle more red. and vellow looked &
litlle maore vellow, And evervihing else looked a lot
maore orange.

[ used it for 30 minues at varyving depths, The
orange world was unplensamnl. Like vou might expect |
durme o nuclenr holocins |

Feeling disoriented by the unreal and odd
colorion., T ook off the Sea Vision mask, stulfed o
inmy BC pockel, and pur on my own mask. Wha o
relief.

Ten minutes kaer. T decided Ud iry it again, But,
Lcouldn’t find it. In my hasic (o switch masks, 1
apparently hadn’t secured the Sea Vision in my BC
pocker. 1 hid lost o,

Mow. [ hadn't swum very far, bui then again this
| was aonice dive and 1 didn"t want 1o waste my time

looking for the damn masgk. So. Dlel the Sea Vision
somewhere on the reel, Doaring that smother diven
will find 11 and perhaps put it to bener vse than 1,

So far as I'm concerned, masks are masks, But
the: Sea Vision mask, produced by Opical Consuli-
ants in St. Petersburg. Florida. is indeed different. |
The lenscs arc orange. Just like those bizarre sun
glasses vou see advertised on late night TV,
The promation claims that the lenses are “unique
color correcting filiers never before used in the

Because of their endangered spe-
cies status, manatees are proteckted by {
a myriad of State and Federal laws.
D.5. Fisch and Wildlife Service cfficers
patrol the area, issuing citaricns and
fines to visiteors who fail to cbserve
the endangered species and refuge laws.
They even have the authority to haul
vioclators to jail for their crimes.
Faraszment of a manates zan bBe any
action that interfere=z with its natural
lifestyle. Floating markers set aside
areas [or manateess only (Ho Entry
Zones), where humans may not boat or
SWii .

Eaving reserved a small jchn boat
— you need a boac to dive with the
manatess — we ioaded our gear and

motored slowly away Erom the dock.
Much of the manatee area has strict
speed restrictions. “Idle™ and *"Slow®
do not mean the same thing, and unin-
formed visitors get tagged for their
ignorance. wWhen we were a Lew hundred
vards down the channel, the cutboard
motor died. After begging a tow from a
paszsing boat, we waited for another
rental boat to be returned. As we
transferred all ocur gear, I overheard
the guy in charge say, "I didn't think

that cne would wWork. C.C, wavel editor

A3 we prepared to dive in the main
spring, the boat kept drifting in the stiff breeze. The anchoer line was so short
that our chunk of standard-issue concrete dangled in mid-water like an
unappealing fish bait. I had to paddle to the shallows and wrap tha line arcund
an underwater rock to hold the boat. Shortly after the first wave of students
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uging the springs for cercificatien hit the bkottem, a cloud of delritus got
stirred up and visibility sharply decracsed. While I've previcusly found wis-
ibility of 70-8C feet, on cccasion it has dvopped to 20-30 feet after the stu-
dents land. The only manates we saw was tha small metael one on the statue on the
bottom.

As the zpring £i1ls with divers, the manatess scatter dewmriver =or retrsat
into the Ko Entry Zones. On an average weskend, as many as 500 people dive Hings
Bay and the main part of the spring, the only aresa with much depth and a clear
bottom. It 15 no more than 30 yards wide and 30 feet deep. Because we got chere
early = it waz after 10 AM, we had the dukisus pleasure aof sesing business as
usual. There wWwere 50 many boats we could have walked to the dive site, stepping
trom boat to boat. I 2aw divers layvered Lhres and four dessp. A long line of
divers waited to enter a small cave near the main spring. A carelessly cast
anchor dropped on the head of an unwitting diver belew. I watched the dive gear
£ly in all directions when divers collided at high speed while chasing manatees
underwater. Excitement ran highk and so did tempers when a rerted pontoon boat
began to tip as all abcard flocked to one side to see a surfacing manatee--which
turned out Lo ba a log. T got kicked by several unskilled divers and one indi-
vidual was so out of contrel that he rammed right inte me, unable te atep. j
divey trisd repestedlv Lo surface through the bottem of our metal boat as we were
about Lo Jesava, These presumably certified divers had yet to learn basiec skills,

Since nmy friends were anxicus to see manatees, we climbed back into the boat
{no easy task =ince it didr’'t have a ladder! and headed to the channel near
Fanana Island. Within minutes, I sighted a couple of manatess coming up for air.
You have to wa*h carefully te see them: fhe Lip of their pose above the warser
looke ke & floarigg cocopul wWo cut the motor and coasted up to the seawall to
repeat our Hh-&Jd! but effective anchoring process.

Aftar enbtering the water, we Srifoted re where I had spotted cthe manatees.
Although the wvizibilizy wasn‘t great. I could make out the shapes of three mana-
tees munching happily on the seagrass about 12 feet beneath me. As we guistly
witched, they were joined by half a dezen more adults, juveniles, and one =zmall
calf. Eangipg frop thice feet £o 11 feet in length, thev floated within jnches
of us gach Line thev came up for

anothker brassih. — o

All But the calf had the awful
white scaye Erom boat collizsions,
which, by the way, cause more manatas

That Computer of Yours

deathz tharn any other known cause. [ We want 1o kpow about i, How youw wse i, How il

And the deatks are rising. In 1251, works, What problems you have e,

more than twice as many manateas — 51 Plesise complete the questionnadre on the adjacent pages
- were killed by bcars than in 18381, and send 1t hack 10 us in the next 10 days,

By mid-Cctober of 1532, 30 mere had Then. look for our report.

been killed. Some received guch

gevere slices from boat propellers SR

Lhat they bled te death. Others were

mutilated to such an extent that they died lingering deaths from infection and
weakened resistance to disease. MNearly as many were crushed to death by large or
fast boats. In the last 10 years, more than 150 manatees= have died in boat
collisions. Furthermore, refuge manager Cameron Shaw says thar jusr the presenca
of people may drive manatees away from the warm water. *We have no idea how many
are forced into colder waters and die from exposure,” he says.

Before vou gat the false impression that manatees are too stupid or tee zlow
to get out of harm's way, remember what it sounded like the last time you were

submerged and heard a boat pass overhead. The animals' hearing is quite good anpd
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DIVE COMPUTER QUESTIONNAIRE

We need your experiences. Computers are becoming more important in recreational diving and your experiences
with computers, both good and bad, will help us define problems and alert manufacturers to these problems.
Please take a few minutes to complete this questionnaire and return it to us within 10 days. IT you need more
room to answer a guestion. please attach an additional page to this questionnaire.

3

iy,

9.

Whal brand and moxdel is your primsre dive computer? (Write in)
Brund or Company name _ Maoddel or compater name

When did vou purchase your pomary computer? (Circle the year ) 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1942

o Dhd wou porchase it (Cheek one) Mew | | or Llsed [ )

. Approximoiely how many dives have you made with your primary compuler?

(e le pppropriale calegory below)
100 1150, 30-100 101-300. S01-1000, 1001 or more

Whal feature do vou ke BEST about vour promary compuier? (Wile in)

What, il anything, do vou NOT LTKE alout vour primary compuler? (Wrile in)

. Have vou bad any problems with vour primary computer? Yes[ ] Nof[ ]

I you bave had Tanery problems, or il the barery Life has oot been as Tong as advertised, please discuss,

What year wis that?

Please discuss any other problems yvou have had.

Whal year wis that?

I Have von sent your compuier (o the manufaciorer for servicing or repair?  Yes| ] No| |
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1L 10Yes” please discuss the quadity of that scrvice.

Whit year was thae?

12. Have you been “bent” using vour primary computer? Yes[ ] Nol ]

13, If "Yes.” please describe what happencd.

Wit Year?

14, What, if anything. do you use (o backup vour primary computer? (Circle below)
Misthing, Tables (which 1ahles) . Waich. Bottom Timer, Depth Gange, Another compuler

15, I “amother computer.” what isfare the brand(g) and model(<) of thisdthess computern(s)?

16, Why didf vou seleet thigthose compoter(s) for backup? (Be ag specitic a8 possible)

17. Would vou recommend your primary computer to a frieod? Yes[ ] Nol |

18, Why is than? (Be as specilic as possible).

19, 11 you had 10 replace vour primary computer, what brand and model would you purchase? (Write In)

20, Why is thar? (Be as specilic as possible)

Lourdtwowe-— - .. 0 0w e o S e 1
Address N
Cily Stale Zip "
Daviime Phone & Evening Phone #
\ Please retumn this questionngine 1o Undercurrent, PO, Box 1658, Sausalito. CA 94966 2
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Lhay are Fast swimmers when frightansd.
ing in various directions,

But, when a npumber of boats are travel-
the animal may not be able to discern which onez pose

a threat, especially if they're traveling at high speeds.

We then motered ko the canals near Three Sistars spring, where you can often

find manatess when the main areas are mobbed.

The canal was 25 feet deep with

walls of vegeLation growing en either side. Scon after we slipped in, wa =aw a

palr grazing and playving on the bsottom.
had te fend off a mahates calf. Jt

.--i-.l.-'s u.u. IE“.. '.-EHI-..'.--# m '5““1 I:“iii“n
its face agaipst his mask, locking in.
It alsc txied ro testhe on his zegula-
tor hose. He got lots of “high-touch”
caontact, gently shooing the baby away.

Be especially careful when calves
Divers have gotten between
mothers and calves, abt times separating
manates babies from their mothers in
all the confusicn. When a calf gets
separated, it usually dies of starva-

aArS Around.

tion - 2ating sticks and mud uncil it
can survive no longer.

Expercs have 10ld me that about 10
percent of the manatees at Crystal
River like direct human interaction,

1% percent are very uncomfortable
arocund humins, and the other 80 percent
aren’'c concerned either way, If diver
activity bothers a manates, it can’t
simply leave the area — it must remain
in the warm water to stay alive, HNo
animal likes to be pestered or chased.
Unfortunately, Lhere bhave been cases of
panatess chaced ouf of fhelr warnm waterp
habitat b fhose who wapted fo fouch op
ride them, gases that may have resulted
in cold stress deaths.

Finally, chilled to the bcne, we
headed back te the dock. DHscarded
styrofoam, plastic bags and film con
tainers flcated in the water. Any of
these items can be deadly to manatees,

wha lowe to mouth objecis Lo investigate them.

My dive partrer got a real shock when he

Something Big
Found in Loch Ness

I most comprehensive survey of Scotland s
murky Loch Ness. compleied this autumn. discovered
a strange object moving through the water but no
hard proot of a mythicial monsier.

“Before [ worked on the lake. | cenamly did not
belicve in the Loch Ness monster,” said Bob Manson,
whi works [or the sonar company.  Bui now that
I"'ve been there and seen the sirange animals living in
the lake, [ have a very open mined.”

A ship equipped with four types of sophisticated
sonar ok more than 7 omllon scans of the long,
narrow lake and found that it is 846 feel deep, 92 feei
more than scientises believed.

The bigges! excitlement came when one sonar ——
a tvpe used by the military 1o irack submarings —
Latched omro o larze, unidennfied obect and followed
il for two minuies,

“[Uwasn’t a school of fish. because there aren’t
any thers, and 1 delindely wasn't g technical Fault
with the sonac.” Manson said, “Quite frankly, we
don’'t know whatl it was.”

Bt the survey Tound the lake had no deep-waler
valleys or caves where popular myth says the
monster. allectionalely known as "MNessie,” lives,

There leve been fwo recorded sightings of

| Nessie this vear alone. one a blurred photograph

showing o dinosaurlike head amd neck rising from the

watler, the olber a video of i indistinel object leaving

a broad slipstream as it moved across the lake.
Reuoters Mews Service

they gobble up hydrilla frem the bottom of the river, manatees ingest everything

caught in the plants, including bkits of plastic.
antangle manatees, which need air to breathe.

they will dreown.

If caught and unakble to surface,

when turning in our rental gear, I pointed out the many equipment problems.
The shop emplovee seemed apclogetic, but I got the Eeeling the stuff was placed

right back on the rental rack without any repair.

We got cleaned up, as well as

one can in bathrooms without showers, and then headed home.

All winter long, this is what goeas.
tent to sit back and ler these animals be treatad in such a manner.

Many manatee enthusiasts are not con-

A growing

aumber of groups faver restricting diver accese. They claim that the activities

Although strictly wvegetarians, as

Furchermore, ropes and nebts can



that many divers engage in should be considered harassment.

They are concelhed

that the disruptive presence of humans in the area may force the manatees to try

to go elsewhere — and there may be no other safe place.

Advocacy groups have proposed evervthing from limiting access to the first
to a system in which a limited number of admission

few dezen people who arrive,
passes are iassued bafcre the =seascn begine,
Az you might imagine, the dive comrunity is incensed by theze

use entirely.

to closing the arem to recreationsl

-

proposals, trylng to protect their own economic interests, adamantly claiming

that divers are not causing a problem at Crvstal River.

To date, thers has been no rescluticn.
and divers continue to dive.
Boat speed restrictions are in place.

impact
baen ast azids,

etudies performed,

Public hearings have been held,
Three Mo Botry Zones have
1t may not be encugh.

The animals are sericusly endangered and more are dyving each wear. 1 fear Lhat
beliore long, sncugh evidence will be gathered to gonvince lawmakers that recre-

ational diving is disyuptive and should be glassificd as manatce harassment.

Berhaps that would be for the best.

of the manates turned intos the seascnal circus that it has become.

I hate to see one of the last refuges

Sound envi-

renmental policy won't be approved by the majority of divers and diver-dependent

buzinessas,

It'e upsetting to see how selfishness and greed have played such a
skrong rele in determining what is acceptakle in this manatee area.

1 suspect

“right" t¢ cohabitate with the manatess.

Diverg Compass:

L.P.

Make wour reservations well in advance and zenfirm them the

waek befors you come; get the name of the person you deal with. . . . Plantaticn

Inn Resort (504/755-4211}

(904/795-3111) and Dive Shop
break, you're more liksly to ses manatees.

and Diva Shop (204/795-5797);

(804/795-7234).

Fort Paradise Resort
HWeek davs, shortly after day
Dive [lags are the law; bring

your own gear, including a dive knife; the same debris that threctans to antanale
Surface slowly, after lisrening for approaching
boats: not all boar operators check the water before revving up the engine and

a manates can grab divers.

mowing. . . .Current policy iz that
.Some people have illegally fed manztees from boats, teaching
further increasing the likelihocod of boat injuries.

keeping warm can be difficulr

comes to you.

them te leck fer handouts,
. .Wintar air Lamperature can drop toe 40 degrase;

in an open boat.

it's OK to touch

.Feepr an eye ocut for deer, okters,

Our Diver’s Speak Out

—Runs, Rats, and Run Down Boats

The all now 1993 Diver' s Speak
Onir. contamimyg hundreds of reviews
from you. owr readers. 13 ol the
printer. We'll begin mailing it ma
Few wizcks, as o 2ifl for vour re-
newzl,

Adier spending hundreds of
s gediimg (e doamn thing in
shape. [ want to present a faw of the
mOre IMPoriant eniries o give you
head st inplanning your 19493
trips.

Fiji: The newly craficd Marfin

By fesort ges goixd marks (rom
those who make the journey, realiz-
ing that even with airface. is no
more expensive than some of the
prcey Civiman spas. Enthuses Seve
Giampedi {Westminster. CAS who
was there in April: “Some of the

diving i3 spectaculur: Expect moder-

i currenls on Siles al cnlmmnees o
the lagoon. Large sharks almos
every dive. Gond hard coral dives,
more @0l coral than we saw at
Matagi!”
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nct grab — a manates that

srnakez and alligators.

Les and Val Sadler (Camphell.
CA), there in May. says: "The
cleanest and maost beavtiful ploce we
hive been. St delighnfully Kimd
and helpful. Delicious food — exine
helpings — [abulous dessens! Bures
are really 750 square fool suites with
fanuastic closer and stomge spoce!”
A Neil Parker (Los Angeles) adds:
“Food is great. Chef is grad of Culi-
nary Institute. Fish is fresh. bought
theee times o week, Large portions.
Diving is first-class and sites 10 1o



M minuies away.” (Marlin Bay 679
304-042; Fax: 679-304-028)

Palau: The famous little live-
aboard, the Sun Tamarin, is gelling
old and will no doubt face stiff com-
penien from the Poelau Aggressor,
which will arrive in January. Roben
& Claire Gadbois (Chicago, 1L)
fckls: Our advice to anyone plan-
nong @ irip 10 Palau aboard the Sua
Tamarin through Sec & Scu travel
service-- don't! We just came ofl 3
trip in Oclober that was not at all
pleasanl. The Sun Tamearin was in
such 3 bad state of disrcpatr, and has
been for some time, that it could do
ne more than act as a floating hotel
al anchor. Mcanwhile, we wersa
forced w use Palaw's land-based
speedboats and hours of traveling o
make only 3 dives a day, all 2 Jive-
aboard, unlimiled diving prices,

“The Sun Tamarin was
in such a bad state of
disrepair...thatif could
do no more than act as
afloating hotel”

“The reason for the disrepair of
the Sun Temarin (broken steering
chamn and leaky hall-broken [rans-
mission) 15 that the owner s
unwilling 1o anvest the manieénance
mioney (o keep his old boat opera-
ing, Mcanwhile See & Sei conunues
10 book the Swn Tammrin. a surpris-
ingly bad way 10 do busingss by the
"Wourld Lesder in Dive Travel”

Claude Koprowski, M.1,,
(Lighthouse Poant, FL) says that “ihe
Steae Teomierrioe 5 getting old and unre-
liable.  Adr-condinoning does nil
ol properly. Caplai Slales owner
does not maintain boat. Dalliculn 0
boand with full gear,” And, William
W, King, (Kailua-Kona, HI) says,
“Hoal s old snd showaing il Generni-
lor capacity to0 small. Ad-condi-
ficmning must be shol devan wlien
compressor is used or galley is in
operalion.  Boarding ladder 15 a
killer, six vertical steps while woar-
ing full gear is a lol w ask of some
people. An excellent crew rying o

make the best of o tired boar.™

By the way, the new Palau Ag-
gressgor is the old Kona Aggressor,
which is beng repleced on the Big
Island by a 10 passenger power cala-
miaran-slyle liveaboard wiih live
staterooms with queen siee beds and
private heads. The Kara Aggressor
8 wnll otter four, five and seven day
charters. (Aggressor Flees, ROOG4R
2628 FAX 504/384-08170.)

Utila: The last “undiscovered™
Honduras Bay 1sland, Ulila has, per-
haps. the best diving of them all.
{Actoally, we gave it a Tull review in
198210 Says [ Tohnson (Migmi,
FL), “Great facilities at new Bill
Evans” Unila Lodge, Admed al fish-
ing, bt takes divers. Lots of eaple
rays, greal coral and sponges, lots of
medium trunk., scrawled file, pufier,
turtles. Giood add-on trip 1o Mayan
ruins at Copan. Tom and Shirley
work hard 1o make you feel at home
— bul stay oul of the way. Beach
snorkeling is great nearby —not at
resort. Ltila is stll nol easy Lo gel o
—hut it"s worth it Land-back islandg
and resort,” {Utila Lodge: Fax and
phone: 504-453-143; BH)/252-80932)

Fohen V. Beck (Hurahan, 1L.A)
visited Bell Cave. off Uila, last Oc-
lober “Larme Bed & Breakiast. 575
per day included room, all me:als and
all diving with Troy Bodden. Few
divers, old shipwrecks, mountaimn
tops. walls, reefs in excellent shape.
Besi deal anywhere! For a group of
six or more, you gl the place 1o
vourselves. Your own capiain, cook,
maid, etc. Plus voor own island (the
Relp lives there, o). Plantalion-style
house, six bedrooms. live baths—
beautiful’™ (Trov Bodden: 304
A53156/504 453154)

Anthony's Key: About hall
the people who write us about
Antbony s have nothing bur com-
plaints: the other hall love it
Personally. 1'd head elsewhere.
Suszm and Ball Musa (Ocean Springs,
MBS} write of their Ociober, 19491
trip: “The snorkeling was excellent
n the cove. Overall, the diving was
great, with excellent visibiliny,

Swam with dolphins and walked the
maure mald. Meals were excellent
ad served inoan open-air restaurant
with an abundance of food. Staff
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were accommdadating, Value for (he
dollar was cxcellent.” Hugh and
Julie Connolly (Orangevale, CA),
there o month Liter writes: A nice
week, Cabin-1ype accommodations
are wonderful, but siay on the cay.
Food 15 the pits. and bring something
for the runs. Everybody got that o
some Jepnee,”™

“Where else have you
stayed where you
had to request a
new toilet seat?”

] Corning, (Choclaw, OK),
gays, "Il vou're looking 1o lie back,
relix and soak up the wopics. this is
it. Averaged four dives per day, with
large parrot fish and 20-pound
groupers nearly every dive, Huge
Jewlish in the TC-3 wreck. I'd go
back any time!™ But, T. Bert
(Cranston, RT), says: “Like a vaca-
ticen in hell, Food unidentifiable and
inedible, Resort rat-infested and
filthy. Rats runming frecly in the
kitchen. Rooms bare wood, ne Turni-
ture. mildewed matiresses, linens,
showers. Toalet seats cracked and
splintering. Stall rude andd hostile,
Dive opertion — no 10- 10 15-fom
stops. tour people per one dive light
at might allowed. unsecured ladders
hilling divers with waves, The worst
of camping in the jungle of Hondu-
ras. We got a refund.”

Jerry and Velda Finley (Nash-
ville, TN), there in April, say: “Food
wits varied. with different sealood.
well-prepared every day. The chel
wenl out of his way (o please my
picky wife. Every meal was wop-
mch. The wooden huiches on the
Key arc the way o go. Cost more
but worth it (#28-31 are the most
romantic). The dive operation was
first-rate. ‘The divemasters sufter
frovm bormowt and are tired of seaing
novice divers destroy their reefs,
They were professional, though.
Saw mantas. rays, lobsters, rtlaes,
large morays, a few groupers. We
were impressed, Good value!™

There in May, the Ammovos
(Lafayette, CA) report: “Bungalows



mildewed, thin mattress and a

clean wywels and sheets. And our

staved where you had w request a

were dumpy, dark and dirty. “Fur-
nishings” consisted of a lumpy,

wooden table. Our deck ‘Turniture’

roomm gncd kinchen, Highlight of
AKRK 15 Salvi Vida beer (ranslated,
‘Life Saver.” and appropriaiely s0),

slegper. not dived much by tourists.
Eay Lasley (Princeton. M) a long
tmne Efnadereiereear? correspondent
wiho has dived just aboul everwhere,

wias i broken chair. Also a hammock
wilh 3 hole in the center. Forsel

toilet was adormed with hall a seon,
which was blackencd, cracked anmd

splintered. Where clse have you

new il sea? Cockroaches

crawled on you when yon were in

ards, and an occasional ral in the
ralters. Broken room fans did noth-

bed. tlying red ants, mosquitocs, -

mg w0 relieve the heat. and there
were no sea breeses. (ot sick Grom
food (as did ethers). Rais in dining

“The ‘Black Wall’
rivals wall diving
anywhere in the
Caribbean™

L Dving was spectacolar, Beautiful
corals. sponges. walls. crevices. and
lots of crivers (morays, ocopi, lob-
sters, barracudas. mantas).”

Puerio Rico: Now hene's a

ralcs Crente Thoanas (s 7 on excellent
leader, careful and caring.” He aper-
ates from the island of Culeben, 18
miles cast of Puero Koo s main is-
land. wheare there are “gorgeous
beaches and views of mountains,
hillsicles, and St Thomas in the dis-
tance. Fields of gorgonians. sca fans,
and sponges with reel fish daning
amang them, Gesrgio: Dropped 1o
A0 feen eigh wrpomn, four feel long,
swam above us. There were caves
and twonels amid surges and swells
As wie entered, measses of zrissy
sweepers, schools of jacks and ma-

Whither DEMA?

For more (hat a decade. the Diving Equipment
Manulaciorer™s Associalion (DEMA) irade show s
been the premier conclave for the diving industy, Bow
alter row of booths are manned by manolaciurers o large
a5 UL, Divers amd as small a5 t=shint printers, by scores of
resonts and Bveabosrd bogits, and an endless number of
parucipants such as dinghy manunlacturers and precting
card designers, The parpsose of e show is lo scll,

Much ol ihe credil Tor the success of the DEMA
show has been altnbuted o the DEMA exceulive dineg-
o, Bob Gray, whose locrative contract save him a
percentages of the show™s ke, i addition 1o his salary.
30 successlul bas he been that one DEMA member iold
us, “Bob was probably the lnghest poad person in diving,”

DEMA has 56 regulir voting members, Mot all
Squipment manulacturers are regular members; for
eagmple, Oron mmd Apollo are ot These regula mem-
bers elect a Board of Derectors the hires an Executive
Duector whe is, presumably . nod ticd 1o any ol the mem-
ters, Thee corrent boomrd includes Michae! Clapman (LS
Divers): Tim Peloza (Sherwood): Betsy Roval-Edmund
{Henderson Aguatics): Gordon Shearer (fommally with
Dacory:, Codl Wiliers {Scapro): and Jermy Zel (Wonoka),

Last May. the DEMA board dismissed Giray. who
had ten monthe: velt w ran on his conteaci. Repeated of -
loms w discuss the bang with DEMA Board members or
Bob Gray received only “no comment” responses.”

Gray [iled a suil allegzing breach of contrat and his
wiles, a DEMA cmployee, Nled an action for wron sl
discharge, Subscguently, PADI (who's CEOQ John
Cromin is a Dircctor Emenilus because of his past effons
for DEMA when he was president of TS, Divers) and
Sei Teeh (who's president Hamy Buscizno s also a
Dircclor Emeritus) lled suits. They hiad supplied pro-
prictary sales amd markeiing miormaton do Gray, i hs
capacity as Executive Director, and were concerned thi
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ibis infonmation was no longer being reated confiden-
tadly. Ader a special meeting of all the regolar members,
both PADI and Sea Tech withdrew their suits; however,
neither seems satisficd with the results.

PADI aned Giray have decided 1o ake on DEMA head
1o head and have announced a new rade show — The
Pros Show — 1o be held Ociober 1993 in Las Vegas,
Some msiders speewlae that s an effort by PADIw
strengthen ils tavel and training operations while. of
conrse, making i profit from the show, With PADI s ex-
tensive iemanonad dealer. insirucior. travel and reson
networks. the show could be successiul with just PATM
affiliaed atlendees.

FEeprescnanves of several manufacturers and travel
related businesses 1old us that they cannot sfford o sup-
port iweo major trade shows,  Which show the dealers
suppert mary B (he key [ suceess, AL one manuierer
teld us. my dealers ell me where to exlabit. 1 there arc
3ot my dealers at a show, 1 have 1o be there wo. [ may
feel and think that such a show should be put on by
DEMA. but il [ wamnit 1o o business, T have 10 go where
my dealers go.”

And with all those PADI stores oust there, The Pro
Show could be it

Ben Davison

P5: The wosst time 1o go diving in tropical areas in
1993 will be the divs arcund the TEMA convention,
which s Peing held in Crlando on January 18 wo 22, Most
cvery operaiion in the Canbbean and many in the South
Pacilic have their owners, manugers amd senior sifT man-
ning hooths or romping around the (loor selling buginess,

So1t you're off (o a well publicized place, you may
end up diving with mainees, rookies, and those not per-
sonable coough o send 0 DEMA. With management
not arcund 0 look aver the siall, you may likely gel the
shout shnft on service,




ture gray angels sumownded us. Ase-
perjack Hole: Teemed with Fronch
Angels, prunts. riggers and other
recl fish. A tunle appeared (o be
asheep until a diver pulled him in his
armis. His panic quickly subsided as
hee was stroked wnder his chin and be
became docile and closcd his eves,
A school of maybe 30 spadefish ful-
lowed a barracuds back and forth as
he waiched us from a distance, An
ociopus pulled shells inte his home,
oblivious w a diver who wasingly
ook some shells away. Another
diver gathered the octopus omto hig
hand and arm, He shot ink twice un
til he calmed and accepted being
pelted and stroked. He sal there con-
tented unil he was put back in his
hole, where he immediately staned
tey collect shells aoan s if there had
been noontermuption. .. JThe 23-Toot
dive bost, with a sun canvas, 1akes
six divers, Gene s working on his
al-foot Fresta, Fly 10 San Juan, and
take 2 35-minute small plane (ight
tronm Isla Grande Airport, or the
ferry which leaves from Fajardo. a
town one hour ¢ast of San Juan by
car.” Gene Thomas Crlebra, 808/
F42-3555. FAX 809/742-0036.)
Larry “Harris™ Tavlor (Ann Ar-
b, MI) siys that Marguera 1s
“probably one of the best unknown
dive sites. Parguera Divers 1s a qual-
iy operation run by knowledgeable,
friendly. and satety-minded people.
Owner Efra Figueroa epitomizes the
best in diving, His traning m marme
seienees, his muliitede of diving cor-
tifications. coupled with over 20
voars of diving experience, provide a

solid operaiional foundation, The
waves are lypically twa to three feet

and the diving 15 from @ 25-foot boal,

The "Black Wall” rivals wall diving
anywhere in the Caribbean, with an
abundance of large (4-6 foot} black
gurgoniy teeming with crifters. The
wall begins around 60 feet and drops
deeper than T will ever 2o, “The For-
cst,” was i maze of coral canvons
filled with schools of reef fish. Efra
el his stall woulkd stop and poimt
00l gome feature or unigque cnitter., . .
Travel time from San Juan w0 Las Jas
15 2.5 hours.” (Porerere Bovees, La
Jas. BOEMED-4 171 RO0Y234-7282:
FAX 80R-899.4171.)

Bonaire: Where better o de-
velop underwater photography
skills? The only thing missing for
serious shooters ane pelagic fish. In
addition 1o recls filled with a prolif-
craton of hard and soft coral, typical
reel fish and even uigue criters
such as seq horses, Ronaire is served
by sericus underwater photo shops
which can renl lenses, repair equip-
menl, process film over night. and
even provide instroction. And (he
real key s that the best of Bonaire
diving is sccessible from the beach,
in many cases from vour hotel, bul
surely by rented car,

IF wour weanl o rent tanks and go
atit all day long. Soreire Beach
Bunpgealinng is the spol. As Jean
Timberlake (Mechamcsnlle, VAY
reports: “The Bungalows are away
trom the maddening crowd and com-
miercislized resons. Clean and
simply decorated, the Bungalows
offer six apanments wilh full kitchen

Is the Nikonos RS for You?

—How deep are your pockets?

Yioure o decent vnderwater photographer
1 be one.  You probably have a Mikonos system, but
have contemplated putling your single lens reflex inm a
housing to get the advantages of throogh the lens framing,
zoom lenses and perhaps even autofocus.

Then, along comes the new Nikonos, a motorizcd
single lens autolacus. aulo-cxposure camera, bepging 1o
become 1o underwater photographers what the Nikon F4
15 10 profezsional above-warer photographers,

Or want

can afford i1,

and two air-conditioned bedrooms,
and two separate private bungalows
will picrs jutting out inio the fish
filled waters,™ (Rongire Beach Bun
galows, 011-599-78581: 717/
S86-9230; FAX: 717/586-7819.)

Onher beach divers like the still
healthy reels fronting Capiain Deon's
Habitat, Maryellen and Randy
Harper (Ellicon City, M3 say,
“There 15 great diving off the docks,
where “hunting” with the tarpon at
night nsing your Mashlight beam is s
real treat. My snorkeling-only wife
identificd over 33 different fish right
in front of the hotel. The villas cank
s luxury fur dive lodgings.” (Cap-
tain Don’s Habatat, 011 599-7-829()
BOOLI2T-670R, 212/535-9530; FAX
O11-599-7-8240.)

Brice Bowker's Caribe Inn is
the favorite hangout of Roy Barker,
{Eugene, OR), wgether with a lot of
other divers. “You can shore dive
every day for months, and cach dive
could be frivm a different shore ¢niry
with i mew underwater vista! We
rented tanks lrom Broce Bowker,
whe is an infense, enthusiastic ¢ane-
taker of the rezts. They have the
healthiest reels 've ever seen, il vou
dive the northwest coast {ar away
Irem the wwns. . . . During a night
dive. a4-5 loot larpon was following
me around and would pobble up any
fish that was unfortunate enough 1o
swim into the beam of my dive light!
I was an easy supper for the tarpon
and a death senicnce Tor the high-
Lighted fish.” (Canbe Inn. O11-5K-
TR81Y; FAX 011-399-75295.)

Nead Iesue: Sveewups By diveniasiors

Ts it for you? The answer 18 a resounding “maybe”,
IF you want 1o move up feom a Nikones ¥, of IF you are
eensidering housing a good lopside camerz, and IF vou

I've given the RS a good underwaler workoul and
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have found that it offers cxcellent underwaler vicwing,
with 1ts four-mode auto-focus system, giving a big assis
Lo those whose vision is less than perfect with iis four-
mode auiv-Tocus system. Designed for 2 maximum depth



of 328 feet, it also sports:

« moior drive

v dependable caposure control wilh malrix o
center-weighted based TTL {lash auo exposurc

» high-quality macro, zoom and pormal lenses

= and a powerTul, mulii-purpose strobe,

There are o couple of “buts,” though. The camerg is
s0 heavy that you need extra wrist muscles to hold it in
one hand while waiting For the fish 0 move imo plee.
And the whir of i1s focusing motors somelimes frighions
Ly skiltish animgls,

And il is very expensive,

The corrent streel price of the ciunera body and basic
28mm 2.8 lens is 53,360,

Add the dedicated S5B-104 Speedlite. ad your walle
15 54,555 lighter.

For the whole svstem - camera, specdline, and three
lenses - expect to pay about 549,000,

That's not the suggested list price, which is 511612
Plus tax, Where | live, sades tax alone 15 enough to buy a
Mikonos ¥ oamd 2Z8mm lens,

So why would anyone by a camerg thal costs aboul
the same a5 a new compact aulomobile (which is large
enough tohold o bunch of 1RS% - plus the underwater
photographers 1o use them)? Let us see,

L'p Close with the Nikonos ¥V: No Contest

I you already own a Nikonos Voand are o serious
underwater piotographer. you have peobably dreamed of
this day. Every Nikonos model that Nikon has introducead
since 1963 has been Linle more than o black box with
goad lenses, With the Nikones RS, vou will exil i dark
ages of underwater photography

The vieweng system on the M ikonos RS will temp
gy 1o Jeave behind their Nikooos V Galilean ype
finder, Asan SLE, the RS reilex Ginder sees what the lens
photographs (well, Nikon siys of sees 92 percent of the
scene 1o be photograpbed ), amd the mapee il presenis s
bright enough to see in dim o waler. The entire image, plus
finder information. can be viewed through o mask more
than two inches away.

The finder for the Nikonos ¥V oworks dilfierenily. Al
though it is big, users recognize thal the Nikonos v finder
15 nevt optically connected 1o the ks, so thee s a small
distance betwean the points of view oF the lens and lnder,
This distance between lens and linder can resolt in paral-
Lax error, so Ml the image “seen™ by the lens ad the
image the photographer sees through the viewfinder are
difterent.

Parallax crvor 15 nol a proldem when subjects ars
pholographed a few leel pway. Bul, when (he subject is
closer than three feet, the phowgrapher with a Nikonos vV
must estimate the dilference between the linder's point of
view and that of 1he 1ens 10 compose the submect the way
he or she imtends, Otherwise, the dreaded parallax crror

may cul ofl the lower part of a (ish - or worse, the chin of
your photographic model.

Dhistance berween finder and lens increases if one at-
taches an accessory finder o the shoe on op of the
Nikonos V. Resull: even with guides or dials ro help you,
MOTe COmecion 15 necessary (o compose your shot cor-
recily,

“So why would anyone buy a
camera that costs about the same
as a new compact automobile?”’

Centainly. [or anything closer than three foer, the
dircel ihrough-the-lens viewing of ony ocean dwellers
mikes the Nikonos RS a winner over the Nikonos V.
Kikonos ¥ cxtension tobes let you ke brilliant and im-
pressive macro shols as close as three inches i front of
the lens, Butl. composing 2 tiny subject in this macro
workd requires the use of a wire framer altached 10 the
cxiension ube, 1f vou hive photographed with a framer,
yiou know that enticing a bassler, hamlet, whaccofish, or
the oothy grin ol a moray ecl herween the framer’s goul
Pos seems next 10 impossible. More than ong phologrs-
pher b breathed his ank dey irying (o gel b zood macro
shot of a swimming anim:il.

‘Those days are over. if you spring [or the new Slmm
/2.8 B-UW AF Micro-Mikkor lens swith the Mikonos RS,
For many. this lens alone will be worth the price of ihe
camera, Because the SUmm Micro-MNikkor can ake pic-
lures of Lle siee chyjects (a blenny, Dnll size. for example),
and because you see nearly all of what the Micro-Nikkor
SCCS. COMPDOSILION 13 03 200d a8 you want it 1o be.

Getting In T'o Focus:

Time itsell is an cnemy of pre-RS Mikonos users,
Wait Tor the Moorish adol o swim into the old Nikonos™
held of focus, double-check your strobe’s aim -amd the
Lish has swam oul of Focus. Besot focus Tor a new dis-
e, and the Moorish idel may have moved aeain. All
vou can dh s preser the focus and wan for the fish to
swim oo it =+ again. And if it doesn't? There's a chance
vour subject will returm lomormow,

The Mikonos RS has changed all thar, Fouwr separale
locusing modes make wking laser-sharp pictures almos)
Toolprood. In fact, single servo autofocus won't ket the
camera fire unless the subject is in Tocus, Depress the
shutter release hall way, and o super-sengitive delecior
(Nikon calls it the AM2000 zeroes in on the subject, even
in light o low your eves can’t focus well, ([For weehies,
that’s EV -1} Then. when the subject is focused. a seren
maotor freezes focus as long ag the shurer release bution
15 held hall-way dewn, With thas oo, the photogeapher
Tocuses on a subject. then composes il anvwhere in the
[rame.



For [ast-moving subjects. continuous-servo autofocns
may be the ticket, T used this mode to keep a young
whale shark in focus a8 he swim by me and 1 raeed o
keep up. Even in poor visibility in the Sea of Cortes, the
RS with ug 20-35mm 2o0m snapped the shark™s spols inlo
shap focus every lime.

11 the autofocus seems W have trouble zeroimg in on a
tiny subject, vou com focus manually with @ power focus
lever, Once focus i approsimate, switch 1o single servo,
and the subject snaps into sharp reliel. (The photographer
may need o move the camera back and forth W keep the
subject sharp.)

I1 the tiny subject is really difficult w capture. there is
a [reere focus mode et makes the shuter fire when the
hittle eoiter swims o focus. Composition may not be
right, bt focws is bound 1o be shamp.

Walter and Light:

For veacs, automalic exposuie has ked phitographers
down the garden path of high cxpections and medest
resulis. With the aumo system of the Nikonos VW oand a
TTL strobe, we assumed that Tight values always would
turn oul just as we imagined. Instead, we discovered that
lighting must be just right, or the system wouldn'L work.,

For acamera to suomatically refleel g scene's lizhi
values, refected illumination must be caveed once i
enters the camera, Then, the camera adjusts the light o
(e Dest exposune, Bul since a strobe s used ningty per
cemt of the lime underwater, 1ts anificial light must be
imtegrated wiath the sun’s.

Trouble is. wnderwater lighting cacely is “averge™
the subject oflen tums out overexposcd, beciuse il
regpuires less hight than the background.

Matrix metering., one ol lwo methods Tor cvaluating
Light m the Mikonos RS, gets around this problem, 1
measwas light not just where the subject usoally is, but in
o seklitional sexments of the woene. Witk s built-in
compater, the RS compares the lizht in cach seement with
programmed information and relates it o the Speedlite’s
lmimtions, Resuliz o ihinking camera’s” cxposure, one
Mt gocd photographer could work ool manually., but in
much more lime,

Matrix meiering o e RS represents a g improve-
ment over the Nikonos ¥V, Mo more rying (o ourgeess in
old Gashioned auto expasure system. Make the auto set-
tings ahend of time, then let the BS “think™ Tor you.

For unusual situations. for instance where only espo-
sure ol the subject is important, the Nikonos RS
imeorpories o heavily hased conter-weishicd meter thar
blends with the Speedlite’s TTL capability. Plenty of
information is available in the finder (o make an imelli-
apnl Chinee,

Lenses:

Mikgnos owners Lament that they cannot change
lenses underwiter. Everything is going great as the
photoarapher pops away an a couple of angelfish, Sud

denly. vour buddy signals and points 10 a southem stin-
gray waiting in the sand a few (eet away. (Or maybe il's
o shurk, or dolphan, or manta.) 1F you are using the
Nikonos V 35mm (2.5, your pictures will be no more
than adeguate, because the laree subyect forees you o
back away to get it all in. And, il you pop o the surlace
1o change lenses, you risk o decompression problem, Be-
gides, your subpect will be gone when you relurn.

You need & zoom. exactly what Nikon provides as an
option with the RS, the 20-35mm 1728 R-UW Zoom
Mikkor. From one close position, this single lens con cap-
ture i tight head shot of the ray and a full bady shot from
wingtip o owingtip. Just torn the 200m’s single knob, and
compose normal-ie-wide angle pictures until you ron vt
of film.

Were You Thinking of Housing Your SLR?

Hiusing owners benelit from reflex viewing tha lets
thiem see what they gel” plus o choice of lenses for any
purprse. But the tinker-toy approach necded 1o maintain
thi: system makes its choice less than ideal.

Arve dll, cimera dnd Bousing réquire more atention
than a submersible camera. While other divers socialize
in the evening. the owner of a housing retires 1o his cabin
with i glant wolbox, 2 tube of silicon grease, and extra o
rings. Instructions are spread on the bed, and a spare
parts box is open 50 that o missing sorew can be replaced
on ang of the control levers,

“Four separate focusing modes
make taking laser-sharp
pictures almost foolproof.”

By choosing the Nikonos RS instead, the features of
o topside SLR are adapied for underwainer use. and then
combined with the potability of a2 submersible eomern
The possibility of leaks is reduced, because housing and
camerd meld inw one unit. A die-cast aluminum alloy
shell is melded dircctly over the body of a sophisticaied
topside SLR. To ge 1o ahe [, Grst open the alummuom
oy back. and then another door that covers the comer
insicle, The immer door i light tiehn, an exir prteciion
when the outer dowor 15 open,

Lenses with no exlernal contrals reduce the possibil-
ily o lenks, towy. Exeep! for a kool o adjost foesl lengih
on the 20-35mm zoom, the cutside of each of the three
lenses is smooth: no knobs, dials, or rings 1o invile leaks,
Elecime comlacts irnslor information and commgngds
between cimer and lens,

If you aperated a housing with all its levers and
knoba, voun know that controls are ondependabke. A fo-
cusing ring may ship ofl (he lens, making it impossible o
locus; or the kever that depressces the shutter release may
slip oot of adjustment. With the RS, three easy-10-2rasp



Knobs on the camera’s lop operate most functions: {-stop,
shufter speed, exposure mode, 150 adjostment, and expo-
sure bins, A konab on (e side of the Tmder swilches
among the four focusing modes, and a lever in front of the
shutter release powers the lens” [ocus when you need
manual contenol,

Cure of the RS is much ensier than that of a housing
As in the Nikonos V.o single. large o-ring 115 10 0 groove
around the edge of the aluminum alloy buck, Because the
o-ning 1% bright orange. vouo can tell e a glance if it i5 not
in place. A nice 1ouch is the scalloped edge along ihe
camerd's back cdge that allows water droplets that cling w0
the ¢-ring 10 drip away from the delicate camera inside,

|

Nikonos RS

When il comes (o price, 3 housing still beals the
Nikonos RS - but not by much for a top-of-the-line sys-
tem. Strecl price of an Aguaticas housing plus Nikon F4
with similar lenses comes inat 56,100, or abot 51,3040
less than the RS with all iis lenses.

I vou arc on a budgel {and who sn't?), Ikeline s
housing for the B008s offers most of the features of the
RS - except oversize finder. lis sireet price, including
HOUHs and l2nses. 15 just under 52000, There are real sav-
ings here: almost 53400 less than the RS with all lenses,

A Work in Progress:

Nikon calls the Nikomos RS “u work in progress.”
and T wouldn’™t be surprised 10 a VS mm macro lens amd
maybe a fisheye lens were in the works, Eventually, |
expect the RS 10 follow the path of topside cameras. with
a lens lor every purpose.

The higzest handling problem that Nikon noeds Lo
solve is how o photazrapher can hold the two-pound-
plus camera in one hand. while hand-holding the strobe

in the other,

Although the RS is larger than a normal 35mm SLE.
il 1% oo as bulky 25 a housing. TS underwater weizhi is
greater than the average housing and camera. The body
alome weighs two pounds, and a lens adds more, The SB-
104 Speedhite 1s slightlly posilive,

The extension just relessed by Nikon helps solve the
problem of wnst fangue when holding the Speedlite in
one hand, the camera in the other, [t ataches wilh an el
bowe joint 1o the speedlite’s stndard arm and acts as a
surrogate arm for the photographer,

How Much Did You Say It Was?

30 should you get this camera that is wonhy of mov-
ing us lowards the 21st century? If vou have a lew
thousand-dollar bills, there 15 no choice.

You can save money by using an SB-102 or SB-103
Speedlite insicad of the SB-1{4. Exposure methods are
the same. although power i1s less and baneries are nod in-
cluded with the carlier models.

Earlier Speedlites do not offer a nifty eature ihat
allows photographers o get shots that were previously
impossible. Nikon calls the Testure “cordless remate pho-
tography™. Set up the RS and SB- 104 10 shoot a subjeci
thin won 't let yvou approach. Then take a second suohe
it sl mewe up o thicey feet away. When the shy sub-
Ject appears, fire the second srobe ol the SB- 104, and the
SBE-104 will tlash while iripping the shutter on the
Mikenos RS, It is remene controd megeie

For more normal remote control. the Nikonos RS has
a special port thal will pecept a remote cable attachment,
The cable s not avalable vet. but when il is. vou should
be aible 1o photograph emoele subjecis in siluations where
cordless remole photwography won 't work,

Another RS Teature 15 rear cuntain shuiter, 0 gives
vou a ool to sheot a moving subject so that il stands oul
m shurp rehiet at the end of us blurred motion.

With all these exirn mrlyeis. il is cosy o see that the
Nikonos RS is just plain [un 1o use,

I vou can afford i

The author of s amicke. Dick Jac i'l}. wsisl 1|l-':||il sheas of 47 x 5" Nilmin
and o of 3 .I'lll'll.'l.'l.l Gr.'l.l".l'ih.'. W Tz drzanaed of this |_|jr winnge b figel L]
".Ik h.II'I'J'\. L L | \ Ikl'lll."- ill. |¢r1-'.:. I‘l-l." :H'ILI;I'L !!ll_' RS 1I|[(1uglp, X EJ'LLJE{"
camera Sone it summner. Tocolw teacbes undersater photog raphy and
wighew Jerthe Shedd Aguanum. For mformation aboot ks classes, many of
which he hebds on bveaboand bosis i iropecd water, coniac Shedd
Aqquanum, Fdecation nrlnltmrm. 1200 T akechone Diive, Chicago, 10
SIS (8] 243024 265)
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| NEW HOLIDAY OFFERINGS
| Wilh Ihe holiday scason fast approaching, we'd like w cill vour attention 1o some very exciting new oflerings
| trom Undercwerend. These offerings make perfect gilts for vour hard-to-shop-for diving [riends and rolatives.

(1) New Bouoks and Calendars For 1993 -- Including the “must have™ Reef Coral 12, the thivd and last volume
! of Paul Humann's Reet Sel. Each of the € calendars 15 simply spectacobar (see enclosed insensh

| (2} Undercurrent T-Shirts -- Desi ened exclusively for Uadercwerent by ariist Jenmifer Nidao, these all-cotion.
heavyweight T-5hicts are goaranteed to turn heads on all your upcoming dive trips (see enclosed T-shint fyer).
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