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Micronesia, Part One:
Primitive, exotic diving, but for how long?

My initial curicsity about Micronesia as the ultimate area to dive
iz due to my own interest in the hiatorie battle at Truk in which a power-
ful American air attack sent more than 80 Japanese vessels to the bottom,
Wreck diving among the sunken ships and planes has held a great fascina-
tion for me, and I'm even more Tascinated knowlng that many of these ships
have never been located, rainly because no one has looked for them.

The World War IT wreckage sets the stage for the genesie of a new
world, alive wlth magnificent South Pacifiec marine life which now obscures
the once sharp lines of bows and pilet houses,

Yet, diving Mieronesia means much more than wrecks, Its primitive
unsettled islands provide the base for exelting underwater scenery, and
extracrdinary marine life, Fishing and spearfishing have not depleted the
reefs, Tourlste have not ripped off the coral ard shells., It remains in
most areas as i1t has been forever, unforgettable, because it is unspoiled.

But time=, they are a changin',

Now, the Japanese are considering Palau

a3 a base for its IRIFﬂrtﬂ""lkﬂrﬂ and perhaps INSIDE UNDEHEUHHENT
as the gite for a giant refinery to feed Yoy Bia, Mcubiie sl e i
the energy needs of a hunary nation, I enrouietothe Xeys . ., . . p7
abhor polities but it may only be the pol-

ities of sanity that prevent the Japanese o M mj‘h: Pt
from ultimately destroying a tropical Readers’ Wet o Ll el
paradise that escaped destruction at their N n_H
and our hands thirty years before. The WHMHIMIMMW" F” ;
more I read about Micronesia, the more I Magazines for Divers: ion
realiged that I must go and I must go now, postibilities for your ke ) n 7
T denied myself more than one winter dive H.mr;muu!mnlwAn :
vacatlon to save for thils trip, and I must evaluation for the 'W'#’" F. 18
report that the self denlal, however pain- L TR ST W |
ful, was indeed worth the weeks I spent In oleyon f O bl i
Ficronesia, e

Truk is but one tiny island in the whole of Micronesla which includes
some 2200 odd islands and atolls, few of which are Inhablited, and boasts a
total population less than 150,000, BPBefore 1 pald my airfare, there remained
one question. Cn what islands could T find air? As I learned, the choices
are sorely limited. Truk, Salpan, Guam, Falau and Fajuro summed it up,
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Johneton TIsland and Kwafulain would likely make interesting diving, but both are
off linits due to US Government restrictions on entry. TFonape and Yap are other
possibllities, but thers is no air on either island nor, as in the case of Yap,
are outsiders particularly welccme,

Micronesia has either been ruled or administercd by forslgners since the
erd of the century: +the Germans, until the end of WW I, the Japanese until the
end of WW II, and the United States since, The Department of Interior is rea-
ponsible for Micronesla, ard most government agencles seem represented. US visitors,
as a result, represent not only the present government power, but a life style
completely unavailable to Microneslans, Sone animosity natuwrally exisis, and 1t
would be best for viaitors to be aware of its causes and conduct themselves sc-

cordingly.

Moat islapders scem gaddicted to Schlitz beer and betel nuis. T tried bolh
and am addicted to the beer, but not the nuts. Yap produces the best betel nuts.
rt $3.50 for a beer case full (they're several times that amount on other islands),
they're accompanied by the green leaves of the pepper plant, an integral pari of
the betel nut chewing ritual. The nut is s1it and the pulp removed ?ﬁptional].
It is sprinkled with a small amount of pulverized limestone and like salt (pro-
duced from fired, ground antler coral) and then wrapped in the papper leaf. Inle
the mouth it goes and you chew until you're so full of bright red julce (Don't
swallow!) you have to spit. The sensation was best described by a lady chewer
who =said the flushing and accompanying hot flashes were similar to menopause.
Natives have used this from birth as a relaxant or pacifier. A bag of betel nuts
(several to the bag) is a nice gift for your dive guide, maid or taxl driver.

By the way, the drug is legal,

Beverage consunmptlon licenses are required of everyone visitling bars. In
Hajure a police officer was statloned at the door of the bar to check. ILicenses
can be obtained for $2 - $3 at the police station on each island or, if you're
staying at the Continental Hotels, they're available at the desk, BEach island
requires its own license and they're good for 30 days,

But, I'm here t0 write about diving, 5o, let me begin,

MAJURO: Majuro 1s an atoll, the remaining rim of an extinct volecano that
has sunk into the sea, Coral has built up most parts of the rim. With receding
seas, portions now are above the water line and have developed soil. 1ts ellip-
toid shape is mostly populated along the "long side", stretching 20 plus miles
between the two largest villages. The airplane runway, which is fill, having
been reclaimed from the sea, serves as a catch basin for fresh rain water which
is then stored in tanks--the only source of fresh water. 1 did not know what to
expect when I arrived, but I found the dark, robust natives to be quite reserved
in front of strangers.

Although I had heard no one on the island ran a dive shop, I asked around
and before my first day was over I discovered the Tropic Marine Export Company,
run by 0.K. Davis, an American in his thirtics with the only accessible com-
pressor on the island. After some gentle persuasion, he agreed to rent a tank
to me and to two Canadians I had met on the airplane, but emphasized that he wasn't
in the business and wanted to keep it that way. {On the other hand, he hasn't
refused anyone either.) Through Davis, I hooked up with locals who dive every
weekend: two Australian doctors, an American doctor and his son, the local weather
technician, and a Warshallese girl,
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I did a great deal of snorkeline on
Ma juro, tut only a few tank dives with my
new frierds, Diving was often difficult. . L Mawaiian 1,
OCn one dive we struggled down a low ¢liff ¥
to the water, and then waded across a very :
wide and shallow coral rcef to the surf e e o e e
line. Once we arrived Ray, our leader, Pritippine  _* = :
decided that 1t was too dangerous to enter 1} e ’r} ¥ e T
and we returned, leoaded up, and drove to . Fvae ™
rilestone #21, The problem was similar, £ o %
yeh we decided to tackle it., We dropped g L :
dowa a eut in the coral reef and swam past % v ' Palaw s |
damsel fish, parrot fish, finally coeming " o MICRONESIA |
Just within viewing range in this 90 foot- - S T I’

= I

viaibility water, of a white tip reef shark, i MELANESIA ' o ™ s o=/
For most of the group thls was a regular * o
urdertaking and they quickly began collect- -

ing coral ard shell specimans, For me, I

was fascinated wlth the exaggerated relief of new ard old coral growths. Small
groupers amd red squirrelfish peered from beneath ledges and dark recesses, &
gocd variety of reef fish prevailed. The area was covered with small representa-
tives of the glant Facific clam, royal blue starfish, anemones and urchins.

* Ponape I:I

This was my first dive in the unspoiled Facific since 1I'd been in the South
China Sea, off Vietnam, on the infamous Tiger Cage izsland of Con Bon. Con Son
revealed greater marine life than Majurc arnd, az my trip proceeded, T ceoncluded
that for the diver with limited time, Falau and Truk are indeed superior.

I learned here, on Majurc, that through Micronesia, there iz no such thing as
public land. Somebody owms it. Always ask if you can camp on their property.
English is the common language and you shouldn't have any trouble gaining accept-
ance,

Food and Lodging: Wy first night in Majuro I stayed in the piidrik ($14
single) and found it worth the tab. The other hotel, the Eastern Gateway, charged
about the same, but I had gotten a report of theft from a traveler staylng there,
80 I didn't take the chance. By the way, theft is a problem throughout the is-
larnds., Don't leave any itern unattended.

There are two restaurants within a few hurdred yards of the Ajidrlk, Whitney
Brothers ard anolher in the Arco shops area. Bacon and eges breakfast at Lhe
Brother's ran $2, and typleally I would have a moderate priced oriental dinner at
the prco. Islanders have gotien further and further away from providing all their
own food and most iz shipped in. Thelr former diet of fish, cocomut, taro and
fruits has been replaced by rice, canned meats and beer, Wish is still caught,
but little or none for the market. Hajuro is not geared for tourists, which ob-
viously gusrantces a primitive sebting.

GUAM: From Majuro I flew on to Guam, the flight taking the better paxrt of the
day. The population of 50,000 iz supplemented by 60,000 service connected person-
nel. Because T was in Guam on business other than diving I stayed some time and
got to know many people well, There are three dive shops and T finally decided on
the Coral Heef Karine Center, which is large and has the local reputation of being
a somewhat imperscnal business. Tt turned out to sult me fine, The International
Divers hssociation has a reputation of more a "family" approach, while Marianas
Divers, which has besn there for over a decade, has becoms rather "unstylish" among
vounger divers. 1 took a photo course from cne of the two instructors, Mitch War-
ner, and gave classroom assistance to the second instructor, Annette Donner, a
real cracker jack Instructor and mide,



I mixed my dives in Guam, between boat and beach dives, but remained on the
couth end of the island where the best diving iz located. Gab-Gab Beach, near
the naval station, is easlly accessible. On the right end of the beach silt cov-
ered old coral growths, but cleser inspection showed amall marine life in pro-
fuzion--tiny fizh that scemed never to siray more than a few feel from thelr blrth
places, and a proliferation of cowries and cones that was nearly unmatchable.
Visibility ran about 60 feet, apparently average. M the other end there was some
profusion of coral and a few fish worth spearing. A couple of hurdred yards out,
rast the distant surf line, we found excellent unbroken coral anda great abundance of
tropicals, T% was worth the swim, We later dowe Reso Beach and Fark, and judge
the aress roughly sirmilar.

Humatec is the sight of a sunken Japanese Zero in 55 feet of water, but it
affords a good cross section of both fish amd coral 1life as well, Beneath the
craft live four excellent specimens of scorplon fish, which T learred are always
there, waiting for the camera. The plane is up right, almost entirely intact.

T felt somewhat irntruded upen, during this dive, by the several dozen Japanese
tourist divers who Jjoined our charter boat arranged for by the Coral Reef. As
soon as we located the Zero, the Japanese hit the water 1like a bunch of lemmings
ard with just about as much crganization, There were soon batteries of flash bulbs
popRlng as pictures were taken of everything and nothing, Afterwards, the sea

was filled with floating blue bulbs, as if a new specles of Japanese Man 'O Var.

Although Guam surely is worth diving if you happen to be there, it does not
compare to the islands left on the itinerary, Guam 1s expensive, food particularly.
Fates at the Hilton Continental start at about $35/singie, so I stayed at the per-
fectly acceptable Guamerica Inn for $18.00, with pool, Hotel breakfast ran about
$2 to $4. The best dinners in town are at the Japanese style restaurants in the
hotel row, but these are expensive: §12 - $15 per person, You should try them at
least once. Unfortunately, The Colonel and MacDonalds can be found here too, al-
though for fast food 1 preferred the Uakatory JJ, National appears to have the
best car rates with acceptable maintenanca.

PATAU: My next stop was Koror, Falau, in the Western Caroline Islands. The
arrival by alr is marked by the most spectacular combination of water and island
colors to be seen in the entire Migroneslan area. The so-called Rock Islands have
a unique configuration that gives them the look of mushroom caps floating on the
blua zea, Many are steep-sided with no beach or boat access, All are carved fron
anclient sea bottom limestone depositis., There are several hundred such islards
within Falau's reef, but the two largest, Babelthuap, and the smaller, Koror (on
which the capltal and only city is located) are the two that support the ma jority
of the 14,000 residents,

From the small, thatched roof hut airport buildings, it's a2 $2.50 ride to the
two ma jor hotels in town, the Continental and the Koyal Falauan. The former is
$32/day, the latter about half, but the difference is noticeable, The Continental
has a boat ramp, whereas the Falavan has none and is located in the center of town,
From the Continental, an inexpensive taxi ride will deliver you to Bena Sekuma's
HMicronesian Divers,

In Koror you're not limited to hotal livings renting an apartment or living
with one of the local Palauan famllles may be very functional, If anything is

available, Bena wlll be able tc find out. Hotels, however, provide the only hot
water in Xoror and are frec from limitations on water hours,

DIVING: Bena's shop is located near the new copra precessing plant, directly
acroes from the Pelau Fishing Federation, Bena has a good stock of rental gear
ard a limited supply of new equipment. You're apt to meet Tony at the shop--he




does the bookwork--and Jacob (Jake) ard Roman, boat drivers and guides, #lthough
& tank and pack run $3.50, the standard fee for a i6 foot rumbout is $?ﬂ;’da}r arnud
the minimum charge, regardless of group size, is $25, plus equipment rental, Need-
less to say, for less than three divers, the cost per diver 1s a bit high. The
boats are eguipped with 100 HI' motors, so the 20 ito 30 mile trips to varicus apots
are fast,

For my first dive, I tock advantage of a group rate that occurs when a group
of tourists arrives and Bena must rent the local Public Works Department's 30 foot
diesel, Since the tourists were not divers, I was assigned to Jake who was out to
fesd the sight-seers., Pienie Island describes the spot, bul the Falsuans call it
Ngermeyaus. I fell from the boat into six feet of water and was met by a meadow
of antler coral, untouched and unbroken, Jake, his sun-bleached lion mane of olher-
wise black hair billowing behird nim, took off down a 30 degree slope to 20 feet,
cocking his handmade Falauan spear gun as he went., At ninety feet the terrailn
flattened out, with stalks of sea rope rising from the grey silty flats, Rock out-
eroppinge speckled the bottom offering habitat for the groupers and Sucetlip TPorgles
we sought. In five minutes Jake had half a dozen fish totalling 30 pourds. I
noticed a white-tipped reef shark above us eyeing the catch, and nervously alerted
Jake who never gave it more than a glance, Within secords after ihis discovery,
we wers enswirled by a school of 3-4 foot barracuda, thelr unblinking eyes never
moving from us, Jake charged the school, spearing one, which turmed oui to be the
best tasting fish of the lot, Although we returned to thls area several tlmes,
+he less than 50 foot visibility created by sirong tldal flows did not make 1t a
good area for photography.

The next day Jake and I set off alone to a close-in spot ten minutes from
the shops dock, marked by the wreck of a pre-WW 1I Japanese flshing boat in the
middle of a "V" shaped channel at 85 feet, Again, we speared several 5-10 pourd
groupers, and Sweetllpped Porgies,

The largest sharks (2-10 feet) are generally seen outside the reef. Only one
incident has been reported in several years, involving a non-fatal shark attack on
a Falauan in shallow water after the shark had been aggravated. locals believe the
shark wag female and about to give birth in the shallows. Some near mlsses have
been recorded lately, but these involved photographers attenpiing to photograph
gharks in a feeding frenzy by churming the waters. If you are spearfishing, and
Jake imvariably does, you can expect nosey sharks. KMy experience iz that you can
trust well +he judgement of Bena and Jake, although Roman seems less attuned,
There are no reports on barracuda incidentis,

With a group of American tourists, we vislied the "blueholes" about 25 miles
by water, Forty feet below the surface is a window opening into an enormous under-
water cathedral, rising 20-30 feet above the wimdow, There is a cave 90 feet Iinto
the side of the cathedral floor ard chimneys leading to the surface, If one exits
the bluehole in this manner, he finds himself in five feet of water sitting on the
reef itself. An erdless parade of all sorts of reef fish lmaginable--I've seldom
seen such a display of varlety and color--inhabited the outside, but disappeared as
we entered, A dim, bluish-green hue fingered down fron the three holes above,

Sea rope anaked down from the ceiling and with the severely limited light we were
all on edge, Resident sharks were known tc inhabit the place and we would be upon
them before we could see them, T located a beautlful llonfish on which 1 used up
10 shots and, yes, T got my perfect photo, We stared back through the window and
watched Jake shoot a 20 pound grouper outside the hole, and well below us. The
vislbility was easily that magical 150-200 feet T had heard about, A seven foot
blacktip cruised about, and s dorzen & foot barracuda shot by at breskneck speed,

For our second dive, shallower and down the reef, I got a true sense of a



"ereat wall", for here if you drop your camera it will tumble down some 2,000

feel before it settles on the bottom., It 1s a beautiful and stunning wall, with
three to five foot sea fans, black coral bushes beginning at 70 feet and one myster-
ious magnificent spherical coral formstion nearly ten feet in diameter ard almost
Perfectly round. In the nooks and crannies were squirrel fish, red snappers, porpgies,

groupers, angel fish, butterfly fish, batfish and fish T had no idea existed, In
one of several dives here 1 suddenly came across a scowling countenance protruding
from behind a rock. We startled each other and a three foot sea turtle btroke for
the open. After we played "toss the turtle" for a while, he swam away undaunted.
Of course the inevitable black and white tipped reef sharks mosied by, and on one
dive we spotted a Tiger shark and on another a grey, but they paid litile attention.

Chandelier Cave provided one of the most interesting and spooky dives I made
on Falau, Tt's less than a ten minute boat ride from Bena's shop. The cave entrance
is in 15 feet of water, a rough c¢ircle, 10 feet in diameter, which breaks into four
chambers, each at succeeding lower depths. Each of us had ome light and a "Cyalume"
chemical light amd connected ocurselves by rope to the outside of the cave. At the
top of each channel are trapped pockets of eir several feet high., T found that my
sealed-beam lkelite did not penetrate the water as it had before, then discovered
c¢lear water turbidity dus to variations in the temperature and salinity. Nothire
lived in the cave cther than us intruders. We surfaced in the first airpocket and
I noticed an uneasiness on all divers faces (mine included). Stalactites hung from
the eciling of each cave, An uncautious diver surfacing too guickiy could find him-
self impaled by the tlps which protrude below the surface. In the third chamber
we clinmbed out to rest, tired from ihe nervous energy expended by us novice spelunk-
exrs. I was overcome by the mystery and excltement of this dive, one of my few
legitimate cave dives; don't miss this one while on Palau.

For the fish lover and photographer, one need never venture below thirty feet
on Falau to find unblemished gardens of antler coral or all other varieties swarm-
ing with every imaginable reef fish of the South Pacific. T had expected my dives
to concentrate on the simple beauty, but found after spemding time with the basics
I sought the greater thrills, pt a polnt Just east of Babelihuap, where it is
separated from Koror, we hit the water arnd immediately Jake chased a school of
barracuda, spearing a three axd a half fooler. T moaned every time Jake did that
because we would inevitably be visited by an inspecting shark. As quickly as the

irst schocl of barracuda had come and gone, a second of at least 150 completely
engulfed me and my buddy, swirling around ua like a passing dustdevil, then dis-
appearing as fast as they had come, We traveled down a coral wall that turned into
a barren landslide, then were suddenly hit by a downawell, We grabbed each other
ard fought the angle back to the mrotection of the slopa. Surfacing through the
current was a struggle for us, but not for the hundreds of passing fish. Then, the
predator that Jake had inadvertently called arrived--a 7 foot black tip, He saw us,
turned, bendinrg his body in balf at such an angle that his head was pointed 180 de-
grees fyrom his tall, He circled around for what I thought might be an approach
from the rear, but then ambled off. That bent body, in my mind's eye, the first
stap of attack, caused such a surge of fewr, that I was exhausted for the rest of
the day. In this dive I found more action +than I sought.

Finally, I should mention that I have not deseribed the rnumerous "standard"
divee I took in Falau, filled with reef fish, 10, 20, and 30 pourd mame fish, and
unspoiled coral, The possibllities are endless, But so is the excitement. On one
dive off Flenic Beach, we rode the current for several hundred yards (at about 2
knots/hr) with the boat driver following our bubbles, Some fish scurried with us,
while others swam against it waiting for passersby. On the bcat ride back we
soaked in the hot sun and marveled at the blues of sky and sea surrounding the lush
green follage of the islandes. T wondered how it would be to live on beer ard betel
mite for the rest of my life.



Food and Accomodationa: T siayed at the Cortinental and found it pleazant.
Food is expensive and gete boring after several days, a function of frogzen food
and menus prepared months in advance, There is little in the way of local food,
but the Surday night Palauan feasts--tare root, several Japanese dishes, local
fruits, chicken, pork, sashiml (raw fish marinated in soy ard green horseradish)
and sushi for $8.50 was outstanding. Flan to eat lunch on your dives with Bena
and Jake--gspeared fish baked, raw clams, cccasionally a lebster up to ten pourds
and baked on an open flre under green leaves, In town, don't miss the yellow
fin tuna sashimi at the "Caxrp“. ,

Car rental is expensive--you're better off using cabs, Or hitechhike. Every-
one does and drivers may even stop when you don't have your thurb out, They do
not expect pay, clther.

HEXT ISSUE:

In the next issue we'll describe diving at Truk and Saipan and discuss in
detall how to make arrangemenis for your trip. For those with less than three
weeks, we recommend Posejdon's package dive tour avallable through the Under-
current Travel Club, There are too many possibilities for missed connections,
dive boats out of operation, and other hangups to crganize it any other way for
a chort duration. For those with more time, there are other alternatives. (J.I. 8/76)

Palm Beach, Florida:

A sure stop en route to the Keys.

It seems a bit surprising that with the number of divers from all parts
of the country who head to the Fiorida Keya each ysar, +that Falm Beach is not
overrun with the overflow, But it's not, The reason perhaps has to do with the
nature of the American culture: set your sights on the goal and proceed hell bent
for it, ignoring whatever there is to see along the way. So divers speed down
the highways of Florida, without thinking twice of the byways, and most don't
even know about Falm Beach.

But, they know the Keys are there, even if they get bored with the sameness
of diving, with the dally 30 foot dives in similar spots with similar scenery,
sometimes better, sometimes worse, and then speed home, wishing for more, sus-
pecting it's there, but not kmowing where,

Boing! "Try Palm Beach", said the man, wlth the light bulb over hisz head,
symbolizing a bright ldea. Ii's about an hour and a half north of Miami,
There are three dive shops (actually some of the shops are next door at Riviera
Beach) with boats going every day possible, and, guess what, it ic not like
the Keyas: Or, at least every dive is not like the Keys,

Why?

There are greater depths. There are bigger fish. Best of all, there are
wrecks,

“And for all these years, Harry, we've been driving straight through.
Now, I told you we should take our time and drive down the coast, but you're
always the one to be in a huwrry. See what we've been nmissing, It's your
fault, Now, If you had only listened t0 mEiveas"



So, listen to her next time IHarry, for I'm going to tell you about
Falm Beach, that indeed it is worth a stop on the way to the Keys. Frobably
not a special trip all the way from Dubugue, but certainly a stop on the way.
And, if you're down from Mew York visiting your aging great grandmother or
in from Lost Angeles on business, you might drive up here, rather than drive
down there, Try it, You'll like it.

The forthcoming months of January and February seem to preduce the most
rain for the Palm Beach area, although the diving is still avallable during
this pericd, Heavy seas may curiail diving for an afterncon or a day, but
the boats et back in operation guickly,

¥oviece divers will be in safe hamds at Falm Peach, but many dive sites
are more suited for divers who have logged a few ocean dives before. Right

shore runs the Culf Stream which means that many dives are taken in g 2
knot current —-- sometimes greater. Most of the time divers have to descerd
on the anchor line to be kept from being pulled from the dive site, but once
on the bottom the current subsides, The Gulf Stream has its advantages, one
being that a Tfew species of fish which are uncommwon in other Florida areac
may pass through,.

You're best off with at least your wet suii top in Palm Beach, even though
water temperature ranges between 68 and B3 degrees. Many divers even prefer
the full suit for exploring wrecks., FKost diving is done in depths beiween 40
and B0 feet, unlike the Keys where nearly all dives are in 30 fect of water
and sometimes 35, if your depth gauge is dragging through the sand.

Visibiliiy averages H0-80 feot, but 100 foot dayes are not uncommon. We
heard stories from several divers who, when standing on the fo'ec'sle of the
Mizpah (one of three ships sunk in 1959 and 1970 for the purpose of creating
an artificial reef) were able to sce the sunken maval patrol craft resting at
the stern of the Mizpah., That's 190 feet.

S0, Falm Beach 1c generally a good stopover for diving, tut the more
significant question is who should you dive with. Good diving is as much a
functlon of the boats and the guides as ls the underwater terrain. As you
will see, we have but one recommendation,

Franks Tackle and Dive Shop., 325 E. Blue Heron Blvd., Riviera Eeach,
Fla, 3340k, 305/848-7632. I made two attempte to dive wlth this shop, one in
the summer and one over Thanksgiving, and neither was successful, The first
time thelir dive boat was out of the country, Over Thanksgiving was a different
story.

Frank's operation is really for the meat hunters., Frank Jr,. (son of owner
Frank Hammett) resporded to my inguiry that T was interested in diving, by
opening an album of photos of speared groupers, sharks and anything else they
could poke and proceeded to tell me about how great the spearfishing was and
how great spearfisherfolk they were, J3ince T have abzolutely no intersst 1n
epearfishing, I was not impressed and they were not making a sale. As the dia-
cussion proceeded it became apparent that the dive business was a sidelight.
Thay apearfish from their boal, nearly daily, and peddle thair catch Lo the
local Testaurants at B0/90¢ a pound, I got the clear impression that diving
with Frank's operation 1s "everyone for himself", and that's not what I want in
unknown waters, When it came time lFor the dive, high seas forced its cancella-
tlon. I was not disappointed,

Expeel little atiention to your own needs al Franks, His operation 1s
only for armed divers. My hunch is that if you are not experienced ard want



the attention of a guide, you may T — .

not find 1t here, I've seen the S

rapid demise of Florida reefs, I'm = THE Bunnv

awars of how twenty years ago fish The Buddy, a travel newsletter for divers,
were not afraid of divers, whlle to- has decided to call it quits after publishing
day they are of ten unappreachabla, several issues, Huddy subscribers are now re-
T consider spearfishing in Florida ceiving Undercurrent,

waters a contributor to what will The trave! reviews of The Buddy were
eventually beconme a mumnified reef, candid and forthright. Similar to Undercrrren?,
Frank made the point that iis “the | The Buddy took no advertising or favors for
commercial boys" who are killing the its stories. If you have plans to visit any of the
reef, Sure, they have to accapt some arces for which back issues are available, we
of the blame, But then, it's always . suggest that you order the appropriate issues
easier to point the finger at the through Undercurrent (P.O. Box 1658, Sau-
other guy without taking our share of salito, California 94965). They are pn-::n-d at
the responsibility. Frank, himself, §1.25 each and cover:

realizes this, but it's his buslness. * Negril, Jamaica

Just as it's the tusinessz of the com- San Juan, Puerto Rico

mercial fisherman. There must be a Cancun, Mexico

better way. St. Lucia, West Indies

Colonnades Undersea Center, 2525

lake Drive, Riviera Beach, Fla. 33404, 305/844-5291, The Colonnades keeps their
two 25 foot Trojan inboards right in front of the shop, so there 1z no problem
in getting equipment from the shop to the boat, They have their own compressor
and full gear for 12 divers. Dives are scheduled at 10 am and 2 pm, but like
all Florida shops call shesd [or reservations and to verify that the beat will
be rurnirg. With all of your own equipnent the dive is $10, $14 if you need a
tank ard belt, and $20 with all gear.

The two store mamagers present, Rich and Rudy, showed no interest in sign-
ing me up for diving, or telling me aboul their operation. They were more Iin-
terested in the two attractive ladies who were hanging out, ard didn't bother to
ask for C cards or whether we were even certified., I was unimpressed and nearly
didn't dive here,

But then the guide, Larry, rescued the operation, He would be a credit to
any dive shop by whom he was employed. He was a courteous, communicative ard an
interested guide, well acquainted with the undersea sites ard wanting to share
his enthusiasm with his charges., Unfortunately, he left to become a fireman.

Larry took us to the btreakers, an arca of three reefs varying from W +o
8% feet in depth. I was impressed with the grest number of angelfish in this
arca, blue and gueen being the mosi common, and occasionally gray and french
wandering through. Most are about a foot in diameter, are not afrald of dlvers,
and seen quite willing to pose for the camera. A number of nice parrotilsh were
munching about--blue, yellowtall ard gqueen--and hogfish and reef butterily fish,
The highlight of the dive was a large scorplonfich which several dlvers got to
say "cheese" before it moved away. A1l in all, a pleasing dive,

Fven though Larry has left, we recommend The Colonnades as a back up to:

Norine House Scuba, Ine,, 142 Iake Drive, Falm Beach Shores, Fla. 33404,
305/000—2hb66, Just walk into “his shop and you know you're among friends, Af-
fable men and women greet the visiting divers and make them feel entirely at ease
and at home, You won't find better vibes anywhere,

Noreen Rouse (rhymes with "house") is s legend in the U.S. diving industry.



Ae a wrlter, conservationist, instructor and guide, she has made a substantial
contribution to aport diving. She is adamantly opposed to spearfishing; she
has seen the reefs in her own back yard decline rapidly at the hards of other
shops and divers. The shop wall is adorned with spearguns she has collected
and if you turn in yours to Norine, she'll reward you with a free boat dive.
That's action, not lip service,

Now, if you are about to say this is a candy-ass operation, forget it.
Norine calls 1t a shop for "dlver's divers, not resort divers", amd she is
right, Most of her trips are not for the falnt hearted, for the novice, or
for the lake diver making his first ocean venture. They are indeed safe ==
she herself 1s a first rate gulde, as is Barry FParker arnd others who work
with her -- and handle novices exceptlonally well, But the current. Well,
it's a trip.

I have dlved the wrecks more than once, The surface curreni nearly al-
ways runs about two Mnots, so descending by the anchor line is necessary, On
those days when 1t reaches three or four knots, I [ind nyself spread-eagle,
hanging on to the line with all my strength, fluttering as if a flag on a
pole. But once on the bottom the current ceases, and & tour in, around and
through the sunken vessels i= as good a wreck tour as you'll find (excerpt
that all the goodies were removed prior to sinking the vessels). There is
a nlce varlety of fish around the ship: schools of porkfish and grunts, coneys,
hinds and groupers, and occasionally a moray tries unsuccessfully to intimi-
date intruders, It is not uncommon to spot a stingray, a loggerhead turtle
or a nurse shark, and if you look toward the surface, anmber jack, barracuda
or Jacks can be spotted. lvers sorting through the sand around the Mizpah,
the naval patrol craft, or the nearby Greek ship Amaryllis, occasionally
find sharks' teeth. By the way, the guides are well trained in current div-
ing ard by following their lead you can expect no irouble during the ascent
or descent,

I took another dive with Norine at the "Double Ledges", a reef area
in 80-90 feet of water, The reef is similar to Caribbean reefs though not
as expansive, MNoticeably absent are the tree corals, staghorn and elkhorn,
but brain coral, carnation coral and soft corals are seen frequently., Sea-
whips and fans grow on the reefs along with multi-colored spornges, When we
were diving we saw lobsters everywhere, but ii wa=s out of season., AS sooh
as the z2eason begins, thelr intnition takes hold and they disappear.

Herine Rouse and guldes try to run four charters a day on weekerds (9 am,
11 am, 1 pm ard 2:30 pm) and two Tuecsday ihrough Friday (in the morning st
10 am, but the afterncon dive is variable). Konday is dark, Of course, one
should always call ahead to avoild a filled boat or a trip cancelled due to in-
clement weather. Night dives and deep dives (150 feet plus) may alsc be ar-
ranged. There 1s plenty of rental gear and a typical "resori course" in
the pool to iniroduce one to diving 1s $10. For $21 an ocean dive will be
ineluded,

Une can become a member of the Norine House organization for 340 a year
($10 annually thereafter). That fee rovides roughly a 1/3 discount on all
rentals and dives. Ii's a bargain for locals, Of course a C card is required,
but on one Thanksgiving vislt divers were asked only if they were certified,
not asked te produce cards. An oversight, we trust. Regardless, the chop
gets an A+ rating.

There are many other spots to dive in the area, all at varyling depths.
The quality of Florida diving does not match many Caribbean spots, but then no
one claims that it does. It's beauty is that it I= accessible to rmany Ameri-




cans, that for those on a limited budget it provides an excellent substitute.

50, Harry, pull over on your next trip.

Quality Tnns, Sheratons, MacDonalds, Denny's and all the pleasures of homs,

Better yet, it is a change of pace from diving the Keys,

Divers Compass:

You'll dig it.

In keeping with the need to conserve Florida's undersea

lardscape, please reserve your collection of scuveniers to the non=living, , .
There are a number of inexpensive car rental agencies which can be located in

the Miami Yellow Pages; you can save at least one third,

Readers’ Wet Suit Survey:

(X=/5H)

The facts about wet suits from 1000 divers.

Is there a difference between wer suits? Are some
warmer than others? More durable? More comfort-
able? Can one kKeep warm with an off-the-rack suit?
Doas nylon affect warmth? Should you gel o Farmes
John? Is acustom suit worth the added cost? What
aboul zippers: do they really affect the warmth? When
vou're raady 1o purchase a suil, any shop will answes
thesz questions lor you.

But the shops get their information from three
sources: their own experience, hearsay, and the manu-
facturers. Thanks to nearly ane thousand Crdersurrent
readers, we've been able 10 go a step beyond,

Best Data Comes from Divars Thamsalves

The readers who responded to our survey provided
a wealth of information which supports most of the
conclusions each of us may have drawn, And as well, 1
supplics a few imporiant twists. We belisve that for
astassing certain pisces of diving equipment—wel suils
are a prime example—the best and perhaps the only
valid form of data comes from divers themselves. We
belheve that the three most important variables o
consider when purchasing a wet suit are warmth, dur-
ability, and comflort—three bits of information that
only users can provide,

Information  denved from  the reports of 1000
divers who brave the oy lakes of Minnesota or Wis-
consin, un rvers in Washington State, wieck dive ol
the coast of New Jersey, dive daily i the Keyse, or
scramble down cliffs in Northern Califormia provide a
pretty Taic picture of how specific brands and specife
wel suit features compare for warmth, durabiliy, and
comfort. To thaose divers who parlicipated, we offer
our thanks for making a substantial contribution 1o
understanding how wel suits lunclon

We have decided to present specific information
on six brands of wel suit Tor which there were a
specilic number of responses, They are:

* Parkway (139 users responding o the survey)
limperial { 129)

Bavley (113)

US. Divers (112)

Harvey {92)

White Stag (68)

Our hunch is that these manufacturers represent up

tp 75 per cent of the wel suil business, We will also
comment on Delmar and Seasuit, but becanse of the
low number of respondents using these suits, our con-
clusions can be only speculative,

We will then discuss wet suil characieristics
altached hoods compared o separate hoods, Farmer
John-style versus high-wasted panis. For this informa-
tion, we tabulated the data from all usable guestion-
nuires that were returned, including those reporting
on minor brands of suits, Some of this lasi group
seerm Lo be a “one only,” manufactured by a dive shop
thal was in business or less than 30 days. Others have
substantial local reputations. Just a few of the names
shivwingup were Marvel, Body Glove, Diving Unlimited,
Atlantic, the natonal mail-order concern Ceniral Skin-
divers (llonest Archie), Dino-Hide 11, Merl and Bess,
Sania Barbara Divers Den, Skin Diver, and Ocean
Peril, Cive yoursell an A" if you have heard of five
or mere.

The Major Suits

The typical suit in owr survey 15 about three years
old and has been throuph 100 dives. From the outsat
we recognized a problemy which requires an explana-
tion. Many of the manulucturers are continually
changing their production means, usually 10 incresse
the quality of their product or to economize where
possible. A company producing suits loduy generally
manufactures them in a substantially different manner
than it did three years ago. Not only may a company
have changed the procedurs for glueing and sewmg
seams, of altered the patterms for better fit, but tha
company may also have changed the rubber product
it uges, aithar by switching munufucturers (of neo-
prene) or altering the grade of ruhber it purchases,

The problem ol neoprene differences is the stickiest.
Wat suit manufaceurers change lrom one company Lo
another and may use neoprene from more than one
supplier for different suits they produce. Furthermore,
neoprene s supplied in varying grades. Although the
best suits tend to be manufactured from top-of-the-line
rubber, wei suit makers may either upgrade or down-
grade the quality of rubber they purchase. The con
sumer is informed neither of the grade of rubber nor
of changes in the grade. Of course, each neoprene

There are plenty of Holiday Inns,
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producer considers his product superior to the others:
and, of course, so does each wel suil manufacturer,
claiming the rubber he vses 15 supenor (o the ubber
uzed by others.

One brand of neoprene takes a [ow more knocks
than others thut being Turbo, which iz produced by
Satey Chemical Co. of Kobi, Japan. Pacific Diver (June,
1976) reports that most manufacturers believe Turbo
to be inlerior, primarily because its production process
{(il"s “chemically bBlown,” rather than “gas blown™) is
inferior,

However, Imperial haz vsed Turbo for mere Lhan
four years and, as we'll describe later, Imperial gets
high marks for its product. Imperial nalional sales
munager MNik Salmela sayz that “Turbo has excellent
consisiency {a problem with some neoprenz) and ad-
heras o nylon better than others. Salmela adds that
top-ol-the-line Turbo iz more expensive than olhcr
locslly produced neoprene, but that the company will
continue to use it. “Frankly, we're quite pleased,” he
sand,

The anti-Turbe feeling may be more the result of
a “Buy American” attilude than anything else. Sal-
mela agreed with that theory, then pointed oul that
Imperial ships U.S-produced chemicals 1o the Turbo
manufzcturer for the production of the neoprene. “All
they do,™ he poinled ouat, “is put it togather with our
chemieals."”

Without hard data lo support our hunch, we suspect
that the neoprens used in wop-of-the-line suits by cach
of the major companies is roughly comparable. Besides
Turbo, other neoprene used in the major suits comes
trom Rubatex (used by While Stag: used in some of
Harvey's suits; and used by Parkway, a subsidiary ol
Rubatex), Kirkhill {used by LS, Divers and by Harvey
in other suits), and 5t. Albans (used exclusively by
Buvley because, as Bayley spokesman Carl Rector
savs, “it's of higher guality and is warmer due 1o
lower water absorption.”) Grady Forl, of US. Divess,
would agree with the assumption of comparability. He
told Undercurrend that “the average diver probably
can't tell the difference between [brands of] rubbes.”
A diver's sensitivities just aren’l thal finely tuned

Do These Changes Affect the Results?

To shorstop criticism of the survey hased upon
frequent manufacturing changes, we should note that
wer suit manufaceurers don't indicate that the top-of-
the-line suit is warmer o necessarily more durable than
their cheaper suits. Or that this year’s model is better
than last year's. Nor, do they necessanly tell you about
changes in neopiene between suits. Rather they tend
to advertise the extras, implying that el of their suits
are better than those of their competitors. IUs up to
the diver to ascertain the difference,

Our survey should help. Tt demonstrates the overall
reputation of the products sold by the six companies
over the past two to three years. Those that produce a
consistently fine product will most likely get higher
marks than the company that ends up with a batch of
bad rubber on its hands, but still produces suits. That,

by the way, has happened.

The resulls suggest which companies and which
suits are the best bers today, and most likely will re.
main the best bets a year [rom now. Laggards may
improve, and keaders may fall behind. In the meantime,
we'll show you where we're putting our money.

How Different Brands Rank

Let us now look at each of the individual suit
makers, listed acenrding (o their rank in the survey.

I. Baylev: The tvpical Bayley suit in this question-
natre 15 %" nylon 1T (nylon on both sides). The jacket
has a detached howmd, amd only a fronl mpper. The
pants are Farmer John-style, with no zippers. The
seams are plued and sewn and are sealed wilh tape.
Ninaty per cent were custom made, and 3 majority had
knee pads and spine pads. The suits are less than three
years old and have been used between 30 and 100
lunes.

Bavley made an impressive showing, rating first in
four of lve catepories on quality, OF the divers using a
Baylay, 36 per ceni indicaled that they had no prob-
lems, while another 36 per cent {in our opinion, too
many} said that the stitches unraveled. As diver Lu-
cinda Somerville of Tucson, Arizona, conunented. “The
Bavley suit began falling apart afier (wo dives!™ Bayley
pight to pay more atlention 1o this problem.

Bayley 15 one of the mure expensive suits on the
market. With (he addition of extras, a custom suit cun
run over 5300, although an offdhe-rack model will
cosl roughly 3120, Martin Dunn, of Lang Beach, New
York, who responded to the survey, said *Bavley is far
and away the Brooks Brothers of the wel suit fabri-
cators.” The rating received from users seems 1O sup-
port Dunn's opinion. Those who spend top dollar for
their wet suil seem Lo believe that they get what they
pay lon.

Percentage of Bayley Users Experiencing Problems

Stivches unraveling 5%
Mylon tearing from sharpobect . . . . . . 28%
Seamssoparalingd . . - v . . a4 . = o« 1A%
Zippars bresking orsticking . . . . . . . 136
Rubher tearing from sharpobject . . . . . 12%
Koproblems o = & &% & =& & = o o ow 130

2. Imperial: The typical Imperial was g %" nylon 11
with glued and sewn seams, but not sealed with tape.
The jacket has a derached hood with zippers on the
front and on the arms. The pants are Farmer John-type
with zippers on the legs only, More than 90 per cent
were custom-made, with spine pads and knee pads.
Most swits are less than three years old and have been
used fewer than 100 times,

Lenperial finished a strong second belind Bayley. Tt
was second in three of six categories, and led in
warmlh—perhaps most wnportant. 115 most significant
problem is the same as Bayley's: 35 per cent of the
divers reported unraveling of the stitches which, ac-
cording lo L, Campbell, of Maring del Ray, Calitornia,
“has been a source of constant problems since the



purchase.”” (n the other hand, 37 per cent of Imperial
users experienced no problems, and generally Imperial
scored well, In fucl, Richard Curtis of Sand Point,
Ohio, typifies most of these users by saying: “The
top-of-the-line Imperial has given me super service
I've got at least 250 wearings and it's just starting to
go. "

Percentage of Imperial Users Experiencing Prablems

Stitchasunwavaliv . . . . . . . . . J6%
Mylon tearing from sharp obgect , . . . . . 1G%
Zippers breaking ar slicking . . . . . . . 16%
Seams f.maralmq o g = = o A%
Rubber tearing from sharp O-|:||EC.I. 5o e W A
Rubber tearing while dressing . . . . . . 11%
KGgrableng v = 5 5 % ® % % 4 oo 3%

3. White Stag: White Stag suits are typically 47
nylan 1. The jacket has a detached hood with front
zipper and arm zippers. The pants are Farmer Joha-type
with leg zippers only. The scams are plued and sewn
then sealed with tape. Abhout half were custom made
and the other hall were pu::;ll;lzicd olT the rack. Most
have no pads, are less than two years old, and have
been used about 50 times.

An importanl variable influences White Stag's posi-
ticm: those reporling on custoam-made suits rated their
suits higher than those rating off-the-rack suits {as
would be ulpr:l:led} and, in [act, the custom-made
sunls rated very elose to Imperial and Bayley. Typical
of the responses was Michigan diver David (fasseit’s
coamment: “The suit is holding up veey well. The aylon
Il daesn’t snag easily and is showing little wear. This is
one of the best oiT-the-rack suits 1 have seen.”

A second variable which affects White Stag’s rating
is that it is a relative neweomer in popularity. Thus, the
suits in the survey had been used much less than others.
That fact may secount for the brand’s fmshing Drst
with the fewest problems (41 per cent of the users
experienced no problems, o Ogure similar to Harvey ).
Our hunch, however, s that the White Stag custom ny-
lon 11 can be judpged roughly equivalent 1o the Bayley
and the Lmperial,

Percentage of White 5tag Users Expenencing Problems

Stilchesunraveling . . . . . ERTE T [
Rubbar w@aring from sharp object . . . . . 15%
Zippers breaking or sticking . . . . o . o 1%
Mylon tearing froimsharpebiect . . . 0 . . 13%
Seams sRparating . . . . . . . . R [
Moproblems . . & & . 4 G o0 e w o - 415

4. Harvey: The typical Harvey in our survey is 4"
with an equivalenl number of nylon | and nylon 1L
The jacket has a derached hood with a single front
zipper. The panls are Fanner Joho-styke, with no
zippers. The seams are glued and sewn, but not scaled.
Most often the suil i custom made (80F2) with knee
pads. The suit usually is less than three years old and
lhias bean vsed berween 30 and 100 times.

Harvey finished fourth, and in no individual category

of quality did it finish higher than third. Howewver, it
tied with White Stag, al 41 per cent, for the greatest
perceniage of wsers experiencing no problems. One
reason, of course, is that nvlon [ just doesn’t have the
strength of nylon 11 This fact was pointed out by Kurt
Sunderson of Kalamazoo, Michigan, who smd: “The
ubber on the outside rips tou easily, but the two.
sided nvlon 15 excellent.” Regardless, a review of the
nylon L1 questionnaires alone indicates that the Harvey
custom suil would still [all into fourth place, but the
differcnce belween Harvey and Bayley would be much
narrower,

Percentage of Harvey Users Experiencing Problems

Seams separating . . . pom= e oo o= IR
Rubber tearing from sharp ub]e-l..t T s
Stitchesurraveling . . . . . .+ « . . . 17%
Nylon tearing from sharp abject . . 1%
Nylon separating . . ., . PO .
Wearing oul from back pack I1;Jr|k UrlLJ' O R | -
Mo probleine P BT ] L

5. Parkway: Parkway suits are %7 nylon 1. The
jacket haz a detached hood and zippers in the fronl
and on cach arm. Pants are high-waisted with leg zip-
pers. The seams are glued and sewn, bul not sealed
with tupe. The suit typically is purchased off the rack
{about 80°%) and is without pads. The suits tend (o be
less than thres years old and to have been used for
between 50 und 100 dives,

Parkway rated fifth in all bul one category. Be-
caugse most of the smis were nylon [, unlike those
produced by the four manufacturers rated ahead of
Parkway, a comparison can be misleading. It should be
noted that a Parkway nylon 11 suit would rate igher,
yet it would remain in filth place.

Apparently, Parkway no longer makes custom suits.
I1s aff-the-rack model gppesrs (o be roughly equivalent
to the Harvey off-the-rack, according to the users. Da-
vid Wilms of MNorth Palm Beach, Florida, echoed a
frequent comment when he sad: “The leg and arm
zipper flaps were not sewn to the smit—just plued—
and they fell out!” And, Bill Sterbens from Chicago
commanted: 1" a pood value for beginners.™

Percentage of Parkway Users Experiencing Problems

Rubbar tearing from sharp object . . . . . 258%
Zippurs brgakingorsticking . . . . v . . MB
Stilchesunraveling « : & & « @ v . s ow  18%
Srams sEparating . . . LI | ]
Wearing out from back pack hnrk pac] . . - 19%
HoaproBlems .« « & & = 5 &0 e w4 e uRTA

6. U.S, Divers: US, Divers suits rypically are nylon
1, with seams gloed and sewn but not sealed. The jackel
has a detached hood and zippers in the front and on
cach arm. The pants are high-waisled, with zippers on
the legs. Nearly all suits were purq:l!mm:d off the rack
and have no pads. The majority of the suils are three
yours old and have been wsed for S0 o 100 dives.

1.5, Divers suits finished last in each of the cate-
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although the range between suils might be reduced.

WET SUIT EVALUATION BY OWNERS

Ruspemdar'm' rated their reaction to their own suit on a scale of Fxcellent, Good, Fair and Poor. “Bx- © -
cellent” responses were multiplied by four, “Good™ by three, “Fair” by two and “Poor” by one, and then
divided by the number of responses, giving a “mean.” Bayley, White Stag, Imperial and Harvey are Eriinnﬁly-. !
customamade suiis, a factor which contributes to their higher overall rating. However, comparisons of
customemade only and off-the-rack suits only suggest that lI'u: ranking would remain nearly idmﬁ.cal ;

). WARMTH I, COMFORT
Imparial . . ", . . 3.47 Bayley .
Bayley . . . . , 3.44 White Stag
White Stag ., . 334 Imperial :

" Harvey - | o Harvey .
Parkway . L .32 Parkway
LL5. Divers . . 3.04 .5, Divers ' .

M, DURABILITY IV, FIT

Rl L s 3 A4h Bayley .
impearial . . 328 Impsrial
Harvey s B White Stag
White Stag . . . . 318 Harvey
Parkway . Lk Parkway . .
LS Dhwers. . . . . 286 LS. Divers

V, WORKMANSHIP i
e . Bayley AP e
. . 340  Imperial . R i
: 3.38 Harvey . 328
3.24 Parkway . . 326
3,12 - White Stag . 318
2.83 LLS. Divers . . 208
f VI WOULD RECOMMEND
AL AR . e White Stag . L 80%
14340 1 Harvey . BEB%
et Parkway . . 88%
g | Bayley . BE%
e T Imperial . . B6%
2,79 U.S. Divers

L,

gorics, partly because Lhey are sold off the rack anmd
are made of nylon 1. Only 31 per cent of the vsers
had experienced no problems. 1t should be noted,
though, that US, Divers had a grealer percentage of
suits sold more than three years ago than did any other
manufaciurer, so the increase in problems would be
expected. Forty-four per cent experienced the rubber
tearing from a sharp object, while that was 25 per cent
with the Parkway suit. This difference tends 1o support
the notion thal the Parkway texiure may be more
resistant to tears. A high 22 per cent would not recom
mend their US. Divers suit to friends. Although the
ULS. Divers aylon | suit s roughly comparzble o the
Parkway, Parkway users are more satisfied. A typical
comment about the U5, Divers suits comes from
Bruee Johngon, of Llv, Minnessia, “The rubber nips
easily, 1t deteriorares quickly, and is cheaply made ™

Percentage of U.5. Divers Users Expmencml Prohlems

Rubber tearing from sharp ohjoct A%
Rubber tearing whila dressing 21%
Mylan tearing from sharp objoct | 14%
Mylon separating . 14%
Seams separating . 13%
Zippers breaking or slicking 11%
Mo problems 31%

Delmar and Seasuits: In addinen 0 the maor
hrands, Delmar and Seasuits each had an insufficient
number of vsers respond from which to draw sup-
portable conclusions. Yer the users do provide a clue
to the characteristics of each suit.

Owners of both brands experienced the typical

problems. Although a relatively high percentage of
users experienced no problems (56% of the Sessuits
users and 44% of the Delmar users), this in large pant
can be attributed to the relative youth of the suits
reporied wpon-—they were less than two years old and
had been used on about 50 dives.

The Seasuits scored 3.33 on both warmith and dur-
ability, while Delmar scored 3.28 in the same cate-
gories. Al of the Delmar users said they would
recommend their suit o a fiicnd, while 84 per cent of
the Seasuil wsers indicated they would recommend
theirs,

It's fawr (o conclude that the zwits are acceprable
“middle range suits” and would meet the standards of
most average divers,

Conclusion: Which 1 the brand (o buy? Perhaps
the most impressive resalt of the survey is that no
manufacturer ¢learly outscores the others, For statistics
bulls, there was oo significant difference between | and
2, 2and 3, 3 and 4, elc. In fact, statistical significance
was demonstrated only in a few calegories between
comparable models of Bayley (mumber 1), and lar
vey {(number 4).

It seems that a diver is getling ¢lose 1o equal value
in purchasing comparable models of Bayley, Imperial,
or White Stag. Although Harvey fell a it behind, it is
probably not far enough to matter to most divers. Bay-
ley’s being placed consistently [irst was linpressive, yet
the margin was so slight that 11 15 nearly meaningless.
Of course, the price asked for these suits varies con-
siderably, so the diver wanting Lo economize will nos
go wrong by comparison shopping among the leaders.

Our belief is that it’s less important which brand



among the three leaders you sclect than it is to select
the right stvling and accessories. Here's what the
divers say about their accessories.

Suit Charactaristics and Accessorics

Thickness: Neatly all suits reported on were %",
with some Y™ in warmer arcas, and 3% for colder
wialer. We won't belabor the nhvions: the thicker the
suil, the warmer the suit; the thicker the suit, the muore
Testrictive it is, Before you decide on a ¥y suir, Iry
on both thicknesses, compare your mobility, then
make your choice,

Custom-Made vs, Off-the-Rack:

The customemade st substantially outscored its
off-the-rack counterpart in cvery category, There's not
a doubt that divers wsing the cusiom-made suit, re
gardless of the brand, believe that the additional invest-
ment is worth every penny. [ is significantly warmer,
miare durable, and comfortable, For example, 51 per
cent of the custom suit owners raled the warmth of
their suit as “excellenty” only 24 per ¢ent of the off-
the-rack wsers had the same rating For their swit, For
comfort, the ratio was 61 per cent to 23 per cent, and
for durability the ralio was 42 1o 26 per cent.

We're led 1o comclude thar for wearly all divers o
cusromm-made suit with no accessories §s far superior o
an aff-the-rack suii foaded with exiras,

Custam-Made vs. 01f-the-Rack
Mean % Divers Rating Their Suit:
Score Excellent Good Fair Poor
COMFORT
Custom 4,55 gl 34 5 0
Off rack 2.1 23 a4 18 17
FIT

Custom 3,54 65 23 11 1

O race 298 ig ¥y 14 a
WARMTH

Custom 242 B 20 10 1]

QIf ke 2902 24 A 16 D
DURABILITY

Cilstom 329 42 48 T 3

Off rack 275 268 45 it b
WORKMANSHIP

Custom 3.1 50 52 T 1

Offrack 3210 31 ai 21 a

Mylon I vs, Nylon [

As might be expecied, divers who uze nylon 1l find
it significantly more durable than those using nylon 1.
It may surprise some, however, to learn thal the users
of nylon IT find it significantly warmer than the usars
of nylon 1. Filty-onc per cent of the nvlon 1l users rate
the warmth as “excellent”™, while only 22 per cent of
the nylon | wsers fec] the same about their wuit, One
reason is that a greater number of the nylen I suits
are custom made, which obviously adds to the warmith.
However, culs and holes in the outer layer of rubbar on
a nylon I surely make the suit colder. A spot check of
nylon 1 and nvlon Il users of off-the-rack suits still

suggests that the nylon L is warmer than the I.

Filty-ane per cent of the dwers responding use
nylon 11, 37 per cent nylon |, six per cent nylon on the
outside only and one per cent full rubber.,

Nylon | vs. Nylan Il

Mean % Divers Rating Their Suit:
Score Excellent Good  Fair Poor
COMEORT
Myion | 2.2 24 5 18 Z
Mylon il 347 o4 39 7 0
VARMTH
Mylon | 200 22 28 27 (1]
Nylon il 3,45 51 42 7 0
DURAEILITY
Mylen | 2.88 22 44 24 10
Myion || 3,36 47 42 11 4]

Jackets: Farmer John-stvle vs, High Waist

Fifty-four per cent of the Farmer John-style wearers
raled their sint warmth as excellent, while wnly hall
of that percentlage—27 per ceni—raled the warmith of
they high-wansted suils as “excelleni.” A Farmer John
style covers a sreater share of one’s body, and that
surely contributes to the rating,

Farmer John-style vs. High Waist
Mean % Divers Rating their Suit:
Score Excellent Good  Fair Poor

COMFORT
FiJ 339 LEd 40 B 2
Hf 314 30 54 16 (]
WARMTH
Fi 343 54 15 11 3]
HW 313 27 58 15 i)

Jackets: One Zipper vs. Multiple Zippers:

Divers with zippers on the arms of their jackels
found their suits mor quite so warm as divers withour
any zippers, bul the difference is so slight as 1o make
us wonder wheiher the zipper question is significant.
Forty-four per cent of the divars without zippers on
the arms of their suits rated their suits “excellent” for
warnith, while 34 per cenl of thoese with suils that
have arm zippers raled theirs excellent. Generally,

Jackets: One Zipper vs. Multiple Zippers
Mean % Divers Rating Their Suit:
Score Excellent Good Fair Poor

COMEFORT
Onn 3,36 a4z a0 9 0
Multiple 324 40 45 13 2
FIT
One 342 54 36 7 3
Multiple 300 32 49 20 1
WARMTH
Ong 330 adq 42 18 ]
Multigle 3,22 34 54 12 0
DURABILITY
O 373 a6 B i1 1
Multiple  3.04 36 .t 19 5
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however, divers without zippers rated their suits higher
than those with zippers. Accordimg o Lhe survey, about
half the divers have suits with arm zippers and half do
not.

Pants: One ar More Zippers vs, No Zippers:

One of the more interesting results of the study
suggests that entry or leg zippers in the pants may have
na significant impact on warmth. In fact, divers with
one or more zippers on their pants (85%of those with
zippers had leg zippers only) rated their pants sifghtly
warmer than the ziplesst pants. A number of other
variables can affect the conclusion, including the fact
that a substential percentage of the suits with leg zip-
pers were custom. Even so, conventional wisdom
among divers is that the addition of leg zippers would
scriously reduce the warmth, Apparently that's not
necessarily 50,

Panis with leg zippers ure more comfortable, prima-
rily becuuse of the easc of getting in and out of them.
Betty Pohl of Schenectady, New York, airs the com-
plaint heard (requently on winter dives: “There’s only
one complaint with my Harvey—1 dida't order enough
zippers on my custom-made suit; it takes me almost a
half hour 1o put the suit o™

The dara supgesis that divers may not be giving up
warmth for the convenience of pants zippers. The
reasons may be simple. First, front or hip zippers in the
pants arc most likely coversd by the diver’s wel suit
top, providing (wo layers of neoprene, Second, ankle
zippers are covered, al least in part, by the diver's
boots. Furthermore, they are far, far away from the
diver's trunk, the body area which suffers most from
the eold and transmits those signals o shiver to the
brain. In essence, the addition of ankle zippers (and
even a [ront or hip zipper) may be a heipful addition
to many divers. They will reduce pre-dive chill by re-
ducing the time vour body is exposed to the winter
air while you struggle with your suit, The zippers re-
duce pre-dive exertion in the hot sun while you struggle
to pull on yuur suit, To those of us who have struggled

A nandiving torm coined by Erea Tong.

Pants: One or More Zippers vs. No Zippers
Maan % Divars Rating Their Suit:
Score Excellent Good Fair Poor

COMFORT
Orwe + 3.35 48 40 12 {2
Manea 3,22 33 51 8 P
FIT
One + 3.26 a4 a8 18 0
Mone 329 1) 45 | £
WARMTH
One + 327 40 48 12 0
Mone 3.26 40 45 14 (v}
DURABILITY
One + 3.4 36 45 17 2
MNone 320 J 50 12 2
WORKMANSHIP
One + 340 42 40 17 1
Mone 325 33 59 B 1]

endlessly while we give the knowing smile to (hose
“randy™ divers with all the zippers, it appears to ba
they who have the last laugh.

Attached vy, Separate Hood:

Sixty-one per cent of the divers using an attached
hood rated their suit excellent for warmih, whilke only
38 per cent of those using a separate hood pave their
quit the same rating. One continuing criticism of al-
tached hoods is Lhal they ere uncomfortable. However,
the data indicated thal 66 per cent of the attached-
hood users rated their suits excellent for comfort, while
only 38 per cent of the scparate-hood usars gave their
suit 2 similar rating. Nearly 16 per cent of the divers
responding to the survey had suits with attached hoods.

Attached vs. Separate Hood

Ilesaan % Divers Rating Their Suit:

Scora Excellent Good  Fair Poor
COMFORT

fatached 367 oG 34 4] (1]

Separale  3.12 38 47 14 1
WARMTH

Amached 347 Qi 26 13 0

Separame 3,20 38 50 12 0

Pads; Knee and elbow pads obviously inerease the
durability of a suit, and the data supporis that belief.
The spine pad also increases the warmth of the suit.
Fifty-scven per cenr of the people with spine pads
feli the warmth of their suit was excellent,

Conclusion: The results of the survey validate the
beliel of most divers that a custom-made suit is clearly
superior to an off-the-rack suit on all counts, inchiding
warmith, comfort, fit and durability. Unless an olf-the
rack suit fits like a glove, the diver with a limited bud-
get would be better off putting his money into custom
tailoring than into a classy brand name.

Unless vou plan to make only a dozen or two dives
a year, il's important to select 1 nylon 1l model. A
Brockport, New York diver, Andris Simpson, explains
why: “l have found my Parkway satisfactory, but next
time | will invest in the same suit with nylon on both
gicdes. 11°s a savings in the long run because of the pre-
vention of wear and tear on the suit from both the
nylon webbing on the tank back pack and the diving
environment itself.” We agree.

The Farmer John-style is warmer than high-waisted
pants. An altached hood is warmer and you may not
find it uncomfortable. Zippers on the arms may be of
litthe consequence, but zippers on the ankles and an
eniry zipper on the pants may well add to your ease in
getting dressed, and may not have an effect on the
warmth, Knee and elbow pads increase durability, and
g spine pad increases warmih,

Tao lonk at the economics of vour investment, con-
sider how many dives you'll be making in the next five
years. Two a month? Twe a weekend? A vacation with
15 ar 20 dives? Total up the number and divide it inlo
the cost of the suil you can afford, compared to the
best you can buy. Then ask yourself whether it's worth



the extra money per dive. The average nylon I, if care-
fully maintained, seems to luve o lifespan of at least
100 or more dives. The average nylon Il will last For
at least 200 or more. Some divers can use one forever,
Whal giils you?

Handom Painters on Wet Suits

Dive shops recopnize the enormous expense of wel
suits and often will give you a discount to make the
sale. 1t's not uncommon to get 10 per cent of, 50 why
not ask? Also, watch for sales. Although most sales
are on off-the-rack suits, you might be able to extend
that sale to your own custom model with a little
gentle negotiation. But, recognize that dive shops have
lo make a buck, so don't be hard-nosed.

Maintain vour suit by washing it off with clear
water and hanging it 1o dey. Doubling the suit over a
hanger will prevent any mild stretching, but avoid
leaving your suit folded or crumpled up. Creases and
wrinkles reduce the durability. IF vour suit has not been
washed off regularly and begins to smell, washing it in
warm warer with a mild detergent may bring it back 1o
w tolerable level.

Unraveling stitches can be easily repaired, Cut off

Magazines for Divers:

zny dangling thread {(but don't cul stitches and certain-
Iy don't pull the thread), and pur a deop of fast-drving
cement or clear nail polish on a stitch or two. There'll
be ne more unraveling at that spot. A slow deying slue
or excess on the nylon may csuse a small bit of separ
ation between the nylon and the peoprene, bul there
are no other side effects.

The mae zippers on your smr, the greater the
maintenance problem, but maintenance is not difli.
cult. Mearly all dive shops sell one or more inexpensive
products with o wax base 1o keep vour eippers shiding
Paraflin can also be used. It's wise to pack along a
pair of pliers, because if you ever lose the puller, it's
impuossible to lasten your zippers om a cold day, Or,
carry a leot or two of rawhide and Ue on a small
length as a substitule.

Should you buy a diy suit? There are insufficieni
responses 1o the guestionnaire o help us with our
conclusion, bul in 2 fortheoming issue, we'll provide
sorne ideas o help you decide.

But, il you're buying a wet suit, consider our ¢om-
ments caréfully. They arc not the ideas of a few,
Railier, they represent the experiences of nearly 1000
divers. Who should know better?

Subscription possibitities for your home library.

Skin Diver Magazine is the only US. magazine de-
vinted entirely to divers and Ukdercwrrens 1s the only
independent newsletier for divers. Fach, of course, has
its own areas of interest and provides important infor-
mafion for divers. Bot, many divers devour every
ocean-related periodical they can and cry for morne—
but they don’t know where Lo look. We've rounded up
severdl publications which the learmed diver might cure
I have coming to his home monthly. These are our
recommendatns:

Qeeans: A slick, well written and beautitul maga
gine, this is the publication of the Oceanic Sociely, an
association dedicated o conserving our ocean te-
sourees. Among features such as ““Wind and Cuarrents,”
or “Nuclear Pollution,” will be articles on “The Reel:
Yesterday, Today and Tomerow,” or “In a Cold
Current,” a photographic essay on umndersea life in the
cold Pacific. I's a magmficent magazine written fur
literate people. Subscriptions are §12'vear, a price
which includes membership 1 the Oceanic Society.
Write the organization at Fort Mason, San Francisco,
CA 94123,

Undervealer Nawiraliss, The American Littoral So
ciely is cssenlially an East Coast organization devoted
to conservation of the Atlantic shores, The Underwarer
Matwralisi is the group's limaonthly journal. One need
not reside on the Eastern Seaboard, however, Lo en-
joy the magazine's arlicles. Stories on such topics as
“Eggs ol Cartilanious Fishes,” “Shark Tageing in Dela.
ware Bay.” and “Offshore 0il: Some Legal Consider-
ations™ won't appeal to all divers, but to the sophis-

ticated reader the Litloral Society transmits a great
deal of information from its pagas, Several short book
reviews are usually included. Subscriptions, at 510,
may be oblained from the American Littoral Society,
Sandy Hook Highlands, NI 07732, By the way, “lir
Loral™ means “pertaiming to the shore of a lake, sea or
ocegn,”

Oeearus Tihos s a boghdy rectmical journal produced
by Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, and is of
interest mainly to the serious student of the ocean.
Ezch quarierly issue s devoled 1o 5 single topic, For
c‘x‘.a:liplﬂ, ‘l'lnnrgy and the Sea.” “Marine Pollution™
and “Deep Sea Photography™ have been recent topics,
Subscriptions al an 38 annual lab may be oblained by
wriling Oceanus, 2401 Revere Beach Parkway, Everett,
M5 02144,

Seq Fronfwers: More spproprate for the lay person
15 this well written publication from the Intemnational
Oceanographic Foundation. Twpical titles in the bi-
monihly publication, hberally sprnkled with phot-
graphs or drawings, are “The Indus River Dolphins,”
“Submarine Canvons of the Pacific,” “A Small Snail
that Eats Stars,” “Filming the Whaler Shark,” and
“Living Undersea.”” As a bonus, one gets 2 bimonthly
pamphlet, “Sex Seccrets,” which is an informative
questioreand-answer forum for readers. Membership
the foundation 1z $15/year. Write 1o 3979 Ricken.
hacker Cavseway, Virginia Key, Mizmi, FL 33149,

The Morine Aguarist: Aimed at people with sgua-
wms, thiz is a suitahle pubbication for the fish enthu-
stasl, The publication features articles on the behavior
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of tropical fish, which will help the diver understand
tar better whal he sces below, Occasional articles un
collacting will pid those who collect their own and will
lumn off those who oppose collection. Write lo 16
Edith Road, Hudson, ME G174, Ten istuas per year
cost 510050,

Dive Canada is produced for the Canadian Diver by
the Ontario Underwater Council. Although a pood
share of the information is of inlerest primarily
to Canadian divers (club news, conventions, cle.),
features, information about cold water diving, snd
descriptions of Capadian dive areaz make it worth
the low subscription price Lo maoy non-Canadians.
It's 53 a year for six imucs [rom Dhve Cooda, 539
Yarvis Street, Toronto, Ontario MY 211

The Undersea Joumal: This is PADD's magazine for
ite instructors, bul subscrplions are availuble o any
one with $12 to gpend. Much of the text is devoted Lo
training and safety, making the publication valuable
Tor anyone as well ss an mstructor or group leader.
Write PADI at 2064 Morth Bush Street, Santa Ana,
CA 92706,

Pacific Divers This vouthful bimonihly pobhca.
tion is devoted 1o diving in the Province of British

Columbia and the State of Washington. It"s as slick as
Skin Diver and is an excellent publication for peopls
mterested in those cold waters. An annual subscription
for six issues costs $5.75. This 1s the best regional pub-
lication we've ever seen, Write to [Macific Diver, 1132
Hamiltom Street, Vancouver, BC Vol 252,

{inderwarer Photogrepher: We've mentioned ths
one before, Suffice it to sy that tor the underwvater
photographer, i's a must. Four guarlerly issues cost
&4, Get them from Raoberls Publications, Box 608,
Dana Point, CA 92629,

lindersea Bicomedical Research: Only for the person
with a strong scientific background, this is the journal
of the Underes Medical Society. To understand whal
we mean, Uy wading your way through arlicles such
az “Intentional Tremor on 3 Heliumeoxygen Chamber
Dive to 49.5 ATA" o “Conal Algal Association: Ca-
pacity for Providing snd Sustzaning Elevated Oxygen
Tensions in Situ™ or “Respiratory Gas Exchange and
Lung PFerfusion in Man During and After Head-oul
Water Ilmmersion.”” For four issues il cost you §28
g year from UMS, 9650 Rockville Pike, Bethesda,
MDD 20014,

Happy reading!

NAUTI’s IQ 8 at San Diego:

An evaluation for the average diver.

Congratulate NAUI tor the suceess of the cighlh
International Conference on Underwater Education
10 & With attendance in the neighborhood of 2000,
the conference continues to establish itself as the
premicr diving event for American scubu muts. And, it
eslablishes NAUL leadership as a training organization
oul Lo serve all members of the diving community,

10 &, as did its recent predecessors, had four basic
compaonents for any visitor. The exhihitors were the
most apparenl. Poseidon Systems attractad attention
with an automatically inflating and dellating Unisuit,
a somewhat bizarre scene reminiscent of diver embol-
iring, then being deflated, embalizing, then being de-
Mated, embolizing, then being . . . well, vou get the
picture. George Green gave informative and informal
instruction about the usc of his Green Things, plass
things that magnify the marine waorld for a Mikonos.
The Underwater Society of America, God bless "em,
demonstrated 2 score or more pamphlets that appeared
to have been printed on Gutlenberg's press, and seem
to have been gathering dust ever gince. The image they
ereale for themselves does not do justice to their ac-
comphshments. 115, Divers displayed its curious new
BC (see Free Flow), while Dacor displayed its curious
hardshell BC, which may become an antique il it takes
any longer 10 reach the dive shop counter. The super-
boat folks were drumming up business, pleased o tell
passershy that they have repaired the La Paz hurricane
damage and the boat will be ready for winter in Hawaii.

Just as conspicuous in their absence were NASDS

and Seubgpro, both of whom deny any relationship
with each ather, and both of whom opied for absence.
PADI, however, was there, undaunted by the aura of
NAUIs sponsorship, pleased to tell all of their exploits.

Perhaps most conspicuous was Lhe peneral wmpres
sion one gets of the size of our industry. The exhibits,
none of which were elsborate, costly or ereative,
would fit snugly on a professional hasketball court. Al
though to us divers the world seems to revolve around
smorkels and seavaes, il our industry were 16 be inad
vartantly left out of the gross national product port-
[olio, no economist or computer would notice. A score
of Safeway [ood stores has a greater gross income than
all of the American diving industry,

A second component of 1Q) 8 was the presentation
of papers by professors, training agency stafl, mstruc.
tors and even plain old divers. As al most ¢conferences
al which papers are presenied, one is generally better
off reading the papers than listening (o the suthors
monotone restatement of what he has written. Yet,
many speakers drew hundreds to hear their pronounce-
menls, and occasionally audience guestions  raised
isgues that would otherwize have been avoided.

For sure, it’s satisfying to altuch faces 1o the names
we've been reading: c.g., Charlic Brown (a peach of «
guy), or Glen Egstrom (rhe expert). Sull, for the true
student of diving, careful perusal of the papers is a
mare substaniial way io absorh the information. Fuo
£15, NAUL will send you the proceedings: P.O. Box
1630, Colton, California 92324,



Third, there's entertainment. Movies, drinking and
story telling, luncheons and dinners wirh anecdores,
presentulions and whatever, What can be more im-
pressave than to lell your dive club buddies: “Well,
lasr week when | was having a drink with Paul
Tzimoulis ., .”

Finally, there’s husiness. People come to s2ll equip-
ment and buy equipment. Teo sell travel and arrange
trips. To get jobs or to offer jobs. Even to steal secrets,
Or gain prestige. Or, to complain about some people
while praising others. And generally 1o engage in the
gossip that glues the diving community into an inter-
esting and exciting industry. For those who come Lo
engage themselves, thers is no better place. 10Q B is for
the industry. That's ils purpose. Thal's its valuc,

Is it for sport divers? For those who live m the im-
mediate area, it's indeed worth walking through the
exhibits, attending a few leclures and taking a trip Lo
the films. Unless you're an meurable enthusiast, il may
nel be worth an airplane flight or an all-night drive, but
il you take advantage of some of the diving offered in
conjunction with the conference, then you might con-
sider the trip. For the instructor, there's a great deal o
be gained—20 of the 36 papers presented were directly
related to instruction, and there is a possibility yvou can
Mind a new joh.

There is room for improvement. 10 8 suflers from
standard convention planning. It was not particularly
innovalive—mainly a problem of the exhibitors. & laige
pool in which equipment could be exhibited would be

major, yel costly improvement,

More important, yel expected, the information
being imparted was sale and generally non-controversial,
The unassuming, diver, after going through three days
af exhibit walking, leciure listening and mavie poing,
would go home believing there are no issues left to
resolve in our spert, ne problems, no guestions. That's
how [0 Talls shart. Hew about, fn example, a panel
of experts and critics discussing, with no holds barred,
any of a hundred controversial topics which touch on
manulzeiurers’ peckel books or touch Lraining agen-
cies” and instructors' egos?

Some possihilities: Diving with vour head vs, diving
with gadgetry. BC's vs. Backpacks. A critique of spe
cific manufacturers’ new BC designs. Mandatory re-
cerlification of sporl divers. Cayman ten years ago vs.
Cayman taday. Teaching buddy breathing and free
ascenl. Dw diving “systems” exist, or is advertising
bragadoccio? Prohibiting the killing of sharks or other
creatures for the purpose of movie making. Or even
prohibiting spearfishing.

Could we all not learn from a panzl of experts with
diverse idess wekling subjects that have otherwise been
glecred clear from? 1% time Tor sell analysis and sell
criticism. Only NAUI has the vehicle o probe our-
selves publicly and we wrge them o take the leader-
ghip. To be a sell-regulaled sporl requires careflul open
examination of topics previously kept in the back
rovn. There's noe betler place (o apen the door than

alQ 9.

Free Flow

The San Salvador/ading Rock diver operalion has
solved its personnel problems, Chrizs McGloughlin, the
expert and atleotive guide, remains while Chris Smith
haz departed. We apologize 1w MeGloughlin [or some
confusion in owr article on San Salvador and now ip-
form our readers that they're sure to be in good
hande at San Salvador, The dwer operation, by the
way, is owned by Bill McGehee, who runs “The Dive
Shop™ in Falls Church, Virginia.

Is it the dizcovery of the decade? Hawaiian fisher-
men brought up from moderately deep water an amaz-
ing new creature that appears to be an entirely new
breed of shark! But, get this. The 14-foot creature had
luminescent organs sround the mouch, small teeth, and
a Mabby body—all signs leading to speculation that it s
a deep water plankton feeder. The flahby fellow with
glowing gums has raised extraordinary cuniosity in the

scientific community, The carcass is under ice n
Hawaii. In the next few months it will be preserved in
formalin, then shipped to San Francisco's Steinhart
Aguarium for dissection vnder the experi eve of Di
rector John McoCosker, The first target will be the
stomach contents, If i is filled with plankton, that
would further explain why it has not been discovered.
The sizable shark would have no interest in 2 fisher
man's bait and would not be affected by the small
scientific nets trolled at great depths,

Wet suil addendum. Bayley's new “plush™ material
is purporled to be warmer than regular nylon [ or I
and easzier 1o slip into and out of, Froblem ig thal the
outside nylon snags easily—far too easily, o divers
buying first off-the-assembly-line found oul. Apparent-
Iy Bayley will sclve the nylon Il plush snagging prob-
lem simply by dropping the line and coming out only
with a nylon [ in 1976, . . Wet suil pastels look snazzy
for the first weanngs, but when they become 3 b
soiled and stained, vou begin to feel a bil like Charlie
Brown's buddy, Pigpen. . .

And, we felt a little like Linus when Dr, Charlie
Brown, one of the foremost experts on diving medicine,
wrote to Lell us thal “Undercurrent ermred by stating
that four body tissnes are affected by decompression
sickness.” Quath the Doctor: “Actually, the mumber is



unknown and possibly infinite, Each dive table maker
l:llull.;ks from Lthe continuum a number of halfl time s
sucs that he thinks are the best compromise belween
accuracy and practicaliry,”

Wanl a snorkeling business? Contact Alex Censor al
155 Seventh Street, Del Mar, California 92104, lor de.
lﬂi]}r Ur Iliﬁ '\-rirgin IS"HH Il:i lourst 31II.JEJ‘ !{rll?lkl.'ll i]'lg Thprer-
tion, now on the block.

Hl:ll:lt'a:p for Hi"m)' Hauser! Her new book for the
Wornen i Sports series called “Scuba Diving” s well
suited for the young lady wrestling with career chajees
consislenl with her own iml!c.. Fy bi-ug.raphing five
attractive and feminine professional divers wha have
made major contributions o their profession, Hauser
offers greal encouragement for the undecided, It's a
sl [or the diving teenaper, and light vet informative
reading For the scuba bibliophile., Valerie Taylor,
Eugenie Clark, Katie Garner, Zale Parry and Syhia
Earle arc each featured, and of you dom’t know why_
then it's a must for you, too. The cost is $6, hard-
I.'Il:ll.ll..:lI| rrun:l I..'II Flt{?l BIK.'I] Puilliﬂ:ﬂliﬁlilﬁ, 1655 FE“IHH
Point Lane, Santa Barbara, California 93108, The only
omission is that Ms. Hauser, out of unnecessary
maodesty, failed to include herself.

In the Sepiember issue of Undercurvent we reported
the Brawley/NASDS law suit and said that informed
sources indicated PADI was “sweating thizs out.” This
sentence should have followed: “A PADI spokesman
scoffed at that, saying there's no relationship between
their material und the lucts which developed in the
Brawley case.”

LS. Divers has developed u new BC which appears
to the ohserver as two separale chambers, each be-
ginning below the armpit and runting over the shaould-
ers and down the hack. According to a U5, Divers
spokesman, the BC is designed to float a diver in a
fully vertical position upon full inflation. Its unique
design might scarc a few customers away, but if it
performs as expected, without negative side effects, it
just might make a significant contribution to the safety
of an injured or unconscious diver. . . Apparcntly
Scubapro has a new BC on the deawing board, and one
source who's seen it AYS ils Lkaii.gll i similar o the
vest of a man's suil. The diver slips the arms into il
Scubapro won't verify it, ““We have several items on the
drawing board,” they say, “none of which we care Lo
disclose at this time."

If yvou plan to take any medication prior 1o a dive,
check its effect on you in the safety of your living
room. Dr. Takashi Hattori of the Pacific Grove, Cali-
fornia, Hescue Patrol reports that one diver took
sudafed to unbleck his sinuses and Dramamine to pre-
vent seasickness. The two, in combination, nearly
caused 1 blackout under water, 1£'s unlikely that yeu'll
axperience the same reaction, but don't take the
chance. Test every medication at home.

There's another big diving boal under construction,
This time it’s “Fantastic Diver," over 100 feet long
and 26 feel wide, There will be nine private staterooms,
each wilh shower and toilet facilities, and plenty of
built-in luxury. The owners presently expect to con-
centrate on diving the Greatl Harrier Reef from Bélize
south 1o the Gulf of Honduras. The expected tariff will
be samething aver 5600 per person for a week, The
anly extra will be the bar tah,

Do you know three ways to clear vour regulator?
The first two are blowing threugh the mouthpiece and
pushing the purge bulton, But then, there's number
three: vigorously shaking your head from sde Lo side.

Try it.

Paul Nordin, president of the Greater Los Angeles
Council of Divers, asked vs to remind our readers that
the bottom timer does nut measure boitom time as
defined by the US. Mavy Dive Tables. The reading on
the Bottom Timer includes ascent time, which the
tables do not. Nordin says that “if the Bottom Timer
times are wsed ‘as 8" in compulations with the TS,
Mavy Dive Tables, it will result in conservative [long-
er] bottom fimes and, therefore, provide less chance
for a bends lat on n.']lr.lil e dives,”

Al last, the mystery which has been haunting the
experts has been solved, Science Mews reports that ihe
reason the spiney lohster quenes up British style  they
march, one on top the other, in lines as far as you can
sec—is that the lechmigue lessens the drag on cach
lobster and therefore conserves their energy during
their long migration, We've never seen a lobster in drag,
but then we can't tell the differences between the
males und the females, cither.

A new magazine not quite ready to be included
in our article on dive publivations is Swort Diver mag-
azine, scheduled to be published guarterly. The [lirst
issue is due off the presses in early March. According
e Publisher/Editor Bichard H. Stewarl, Sporr Diver
will use “color photographs on all pages of the feature
story, similar to {dveans magazine, We will also empha-
size local dive spots. In the first issue we'll feature
stories on Florida diving, California’s Channel Islands
and Pugel Sound in Washingion State” Aspiring
writers may send their stores about lacal dive spols,
but Slewart emphasizes they should be accompanied by
high-gualily eolor photographs, Subscriplions will be
56.95 for four quarlerly issues, Spord Diver magazine,
103 Cenrury 21 Drive, Suite 106, Jacksonville, Florida
33216.

Coerrespondents located strategically in the major
diving arcas of the world as well as on all coasts and
major inland waters of the continental United States.

The editors welcome comments, suggestions and
manuscripts from the readers of Undercurrent.
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