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THE PRIVATE EXCLUSIVE GUIDE FOR SERIOUS DIVERS

The Florida Keys: Part Two
Camping, Conching, and Carping

I T wasn't sufficlently expliclt in my first report on the Keys, I shall
be 0 now. Who should zo to the Hevs to dive? Anyone who can drive there for a
three day weekend. #Anyone who has a camper. Anyone wanting a budget dive vaca-
tion and wants to camp out, Any diver In Miam! on business., Anyone with friends
with a house 1n the Xeys. Anyone just getting started in tropical waters. Any-
one whoe can wing hls own boat along. Anyone who must take the family to Disney-
world or the Bverglades, Anyone who wants to fish, boat, and fool around as much
as they want to dive, Anyone who enjoys visiting an infininte array of highway
tourist traps frem reptile gardens to Flipper's Sea School. Anvone who cares to
ret in Just a couvle of dives while touring.

Who should go elsewhere? Anyone who can afford it. Anyone who wants peace
and quiet. Anyone wanting more adventuresome diving. Anyone tired of Blg Hacs,
surf ard turf suppers, super discount drug stores and Hollday Inns. Anyone who's
been there before, #Anyone seeking quaint restaurants, forelgn culture, and long
walks on mlles of beachfront. Anyone who complains of any diving less insplring
than Cayman or Bonalre. Anyone seeking swinging nightlife. Anyone wanbting beach
front diving. Anyone in search of the best,

How don't all you Floridians rush to the Post Office to cancel your sub-
scription te Undercurrent. One of the reasons the reafs are deteriorating is
that too many scoundrels from Georgla and Ohioc grab everything they can get their
handes on to show the folks back home. You
should be happy to redirect the diving

tourists elsewhere to help your reefs along. INSIDE UNDERCURRENT
Dive shops might be concerned about The Politics of Bestlality: Whar Mar is
such candor because after all it's thelr duing (o the whale he may soon do 1o

business. Yot no dlve shop owner or skipper IS e e Rinla S Kbl SR SGEHNE

I talked with distorted the quality of reefs K e ;
or the visibillty and they themselves get Diving for Dollars. Weiching your

high marks for candor. I'll even glve theixr EYVHK SO RE DU IOV A0 ML edtl
business a boost by noting that I saw no ; i SR e
dive shop owners driving Kolls, unless they Vivatar? Honeywell? Subsea? Oceanic?

had other incomes. I did see several Pintos WRece fostart itk pos EAEN s g 157
and sputtering Yans, It's mo surprise that :
rany of the shops could be Aimproved, but none
oould use incrcased compeiltlon, To thoese of you braving the Hortheastern winter
and dreaning aboul opening your own shop and charter service in the Keys, forpget
1t. It's no place to open a new shop unless you can afford an expensive nooby.
Or unless you care to nurture your sclf deatrucltiveness by loslng your capital in
a doomed venture, OConch chowder three times a day gets awfully boring.

:":" 1976 by Undarcurrent, Ind., Bax 1668 Sausalito, CA 94865, All rights ragarvad. Regroductian in any farm ||||:|:|J|I|r‘| office
copying machings, in whalg ar part, without written permission, is prohibited by low, Mews medie may use no more than one-quarter
page of material per isue, provided that Crrefercurrent is credited
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The busy semson begins right after the first of February (that's when I was
there) and runs through spring vacation when parente with kids and college students
flock southward. It slows down, then summer gets busy, sometimes very busy, as
doeg Christmas time. The hundred mile, mainly two lane, highway can be as crowded
as an Lh Freeway during Friday night rush hour. Evary other venicle will be a cam-
per or car and traller, creeping along to the next campground. Whether you interd
to camp out cr hole up in a motel, make reservations., I followed my travel agent's
advice that no reservations are needed because "there are millions of motels," and
drove over two hundred miles from the Miaml airport to Harathon and back before I
could find a night's lodging. It {cok me an hour on the phone the next morning
to find a vacancy, At the same time, the dive shope were not overfloulng with
customers; one=third of the advertised morning or afterncon charters were not run
due to lack of divera. The best diving and the most business arc in the summer,

Taking a recreational vehlele or camping out in the Keys requires some plan-
ning, The highway iz lined with campgrounds, but many are filled wlth permanent
regidente. A5 you might expect, state campprounds are the biggest bargains, The
rate is $4/day with electricity and 53.64 without, Rates at private campgrounds
begin between $4 and $6, depending upon your vehlcle and the number of people
traveling., Your best bet, if you plan to camp iz to refer to the complete run-
down of campgrounds available in either of these two books;

Trailer Life's 1674 RV Camperound and Services Directory. $6,95 plus $1
postage from Trailer Life Publishing Co,, 23945 Craftsman Rd., Calabasas, Ca.,
01302, All states and scores of Florilda campgrounds, Canada included too,

Wocdall's Florida Campground Directory, $1.95 plus 75¢ postage from
Woodall Tublishing Ce., 500 lyacinth Piace, Highlamd Park, I11, &0035.

Either includes most XHeys' campgrounds, If you don't care to order one,

then you might find the followlng satisfactory. Listed nerth to scuth,

Bryn Mawr Camp Resorts, Ht, 1, Box 66-J, Xey largo, 33037, Toll free res-
ervations: 200/852-3011, 240 sites. Dolpair Diving Scheels (charters) is here,

Jehn Pennecamp Coral Reef State Park, Key Large, 33037. 305/451-1202.

.

Small, pleasant, under-commercialized. A dive shop with daily trips located here.

long Key State Park, Long Key, 33001. 305/664-4815. Another pleasant
state park a bit south of Islamorada. €0 sites.

Fiesta Key Kamperound of America, long Key, 33001. 305/664-4922, lore a
Disneyworld than a campground. 450 sites; square dancing and movlies, et. al.

Holiday Inn Trav-LPark, Sunshine Key, jjﬂﬂ?. 305/872-2217, hAnother mam-
moth with the Sunshine Key Agua Center (charters) on the prenmises.

Bahia Honda State Park, Bahia Honda Xey, 33043, 305/872-1353. Small.

Motels: Any other 100 mile strip with so many lodges would have to ba har-
boring bordellos. There are four Holiday Inns, and other chains such as Howard
Johnson's are as thick as the barracuda on the reefs, Use AM's tour book or
ask your travel agent. There are scores of el cheape motels which can be lo-
cated once you arrive, or you might begin with one of these in your price range:

Undarcurrant 16 pubiehed monthly by Undescurmnt, nc., PO, subscriglion income.
Boa 1658, Bausalito, Ga §4985. Coplgs of fhis guide are rod avall- I you wish to recplve the gcourpie, IngdeE informetion Under.
Ay on newssiands, but are fumishad dimactly 1o 158 diving putdec cuirpnt ofiars, plaase sand your chack for 515 in the LS, funds fo
By mibl subdZnphon oaly. To maelipn ol swdopomignop, Dncr Uedprewprgnl, KO Boa 1W0EE Saucalilo, So, 94848 A Epcond Cluss
curfert cerries oo adverlising ard is supporled ontirely by Fostaga Parmmii has bear applied lor b Sausalite, Calilomia




Key Targo: Gilbert's Motel ($18); Unwinder ($23-29). Islamorada: Holiday Isle
Iﬁa.ﬁoj; Coral Reef ($14-25). Morathon: Huttgers ($19-25); Sea Horse ($10-17)
Coral lagoon ($21). Key West: Hibiscus ($12-18); Picr House ($16-L4), These arc
sumner double cccupancy rates. Many of the medium prliced motels such as the
Coral lLagoon have kitchens, Chain motels begin at $20. Two Key's resorts ad-
vertise themeelves as dive resorts: Holiday Isle and Sunshine Xey (Heliday Inn
Trav-L Fark), In my opinion neither qualifies. They are simply rescrts cater-
ing to the sporting interests of all touristis and are wlthout diving amblence,

Self-guided tours. If you tow your own beat to Florida you can wvisit the
reefs inexpensively. There are plenty of launching sites and well marked chan-
nels through the shallow water., If you're uncertaln, simply follow a dive char-
ter out to the reefs and dlve with the other boats flying the divers' flag. You
may rent a fast boat from any of several marinas, but the economics aren't In your
favor unless you have al least five dilvers. For example, at Foconecamp an 18°
outboard runs $51/day; a 25 footer with a 10 diver capacity is $110 for the day,

Two maps and a book are available if you're charting your own course. They
nay be ordered from the Foliday Isle Dive Shop (FO Box ﬁﬂﬁj, Islamorada, 33306.
Send the listed price, plues 50¢ postage for oms or 75¢ for two or thrses,

Florida Keys Diving Directory, by George Wielander ($2). TIncludes three
navigation charts of the Keys showing channels, depths and reef locatlons, plus
a short deseription of the reefs and wrecks. The most complete of the three.

IMve Florida Keys, by Tackle Publishing Cormpany. Six 17"x22" charts of
the Keys showing depths and reefs. Good sige for the serious navigator.

Diving Cuide to the Florida Keys, by Velde and DelLoach ($2.55). Best where-
to-dlive deseription, but maps cannot be used for navigation. Also tourlist info.

In Islamorada, 1% miles south of Key lareo, 1 selected two shopsi

Holiday Isle Dive Shop, Box 588, Islamorada, 33036 (305/289-0123). The
ghop, a Tacility separate from the Hotel, impressed me with it= courteous and
knowledgeable staff. Captain Wayne Bean has a considerable reputatimas a skip-
per and my impression was that it's well earned, Our first stop scemed enticing
from the surface, however visibility below dropped to fifteen feet. Heef quall-
ty too was disappointing. Captain Wayne, himself dissatisfled, spent 20 ninutes
searching for the next spot, then reluctantly settled on a 10-15 minute dive he
adnitted he had not taken before, It was a nice dive, without the schools of
grunte or the commen trios of angels of Pennecamp, but with nice varietles and
several lobster hiding in shallow holes. Unlike most other Keys' captains, Wayne
was assisted by divemaster George who joined in and returned with a couples of lob-
gster for his dinner table. Gecrge explained his presence was "to keep the good
cafety record intact." Another diver aboard brought up a magnificent trumpet and
coneh were scattered abeut., Visibility hovered at 40 feet.,

The Reef Shop, PO Box 575, Islamorada, 33036 (305/664-4385), Captain Jim
Hilliams acemed to run a decent boat, but the dives were victimized by ordirary
reef's less than an hour's boat trip from Pennecamp., The retail shop is small,
but the dive trip is an acceptable second cholce in Islanmorada,

In Marathon, fifty miles south of Key large, T selected these two shops,

Coral Lagoon Dive Shop, 12399 Overseas Highway, Marathon, 33050 (305/289-0123)
Part of a pleasant small notel complex, this is a mediun sized, suitable shop.
Captain Bob, the most macho of the divemasters crncountered, dlsplayed an apgressive
however enjoyable enthusiasm for his trips; through 3-4 foot rollers the boat speed
knocked everyone helter skelter, but we returned in one piece. Our first dive in
B0 feet of water wasz uninteresting and nearly everyone surfaccd wlth unspent air.




Two diver= spoited six foot mullets, but I had to be content with six inch blue-
heads. On the next dive barracuda outnumbered sponges. It was adeguate and unin-
spiring, the only unique experience happening when I rounded many coral heads
ard fourd big barracuda peering in my window. Captaln Bob joined in both dives,

Key largot I dove several dlfferent reefs with friends, hoping to find
more than I might with dive shops. The reefs were slmilar to Islamorada arnd Mara-
thon, again corroborating the opinion that the best diving is in the Fark,

Divers Uompasst Cheapy autt rental rates are available; Greyhound rente
airconditioned Vegas for $49/weck and unlimited nileage, but you pay the gas:
call toll free 800/327-2501; Atlantic charges §59 (305/442-8237) and Faylees
$69 for a Gromlin (BOO/E48-4990). . JAlthough we reported in an earlicr issue
that there were problens at the Holiday Isle, it appears that they have gotten
thelr act together; we looked carefully. . «although fish in the Park are in-
deed abundant, there's a surprising lack of shells in many parts: even so,
one aspectabout diving the Fark is that nothing can be taken, =o unless you're
a photographer you might become bored not belng able to collect an item or two,
v .0 olrinking age in Florida is 18, . .Just aboul everyone pumps the L0% over-
fill on charters, ., ,The Florida Diver 1s a new Skin Diver type publication far
Floridians; it's got a ways to go but should meet many local needs; it's 36 a
year from Florida Diver, 226-C Falmer St., Tallahasses, 32301. ., .Therc are cup-
errarkets in each of the populated areas so if you're camping no need to bring
supplies, . .many shops, the Holiday Isle among then, offer one week certifica-
tion ocourses, which are good for nondiving spouses, siblings, and offspring, . .
visibility is best in the summer and water temperature is much warmer, althoush
there's been more than one hurricane strike the Keys late in the =eason, . .
some people heading for extended stays ship their car by rall, then either fly
or take the train themselves; local carloading companiesz can provide the details,
+ o« sKey West is the best of the towns in the Keys; it's touristy, yet funky,
quaint ard Interesting; lay back in ihe pubs frequented by Papa Hemingway while
you read his Islands in the Stream or other bocks about nearby areas. . . Fara-
thon has an airport with scheduled flights. . «Winter is the best time for
Tishermen; I saw sallfish hanging by proud anglers and a roadside slgn offering
trophy stuffing and mounting for $1.50/incN. « « « « « o « » « o{C.C., 2/20/76)

The Politics of Bestiality:

What Man is doing to the whale he may soon do to himself

Divers are an apolitical bunch. Although they mav
write a letter when their sport is threatened, our edu-
cated guess is that they rate fairly low on a politicul
participalion scale.

It’s oo bad, for there's o whale of o battle being
waped which needs support. And it centers on one of
our best undsewater friends, the whale,

Ocean politics, as symbolized by whale politics, is
the politics of the Tuture. The economic issues in the
exploitation of the ocean-fishing and mineral rights
are forcing serious confrontations hetween nations.
More than one political analyst supgests that the next
war may have its rools in ocean politics, and there’s no
better way to understand the reasons than o under-
stand emerging whale politics.

The whale has achieved new status among the con-
cerned, mainly because we have al last recopnized the

depth of s i11le|l1'g|:m:e\ the complexity of it5 social
habits and what many observers call “its love and com-
passion for humans.” Long the objeet of Man's myths
and dreams, the whale now [zces extinction at his hands.
Al species have been placed on the Endangered list,
and many species are already comme reially extinet.

Whales are killed because it is profitable. Whale
meat and oil are consumed by man, by his pets, and by
his machines. Bue the romance of the whalers described
by Herman Melville have toduy given way to the me-
chanies of corporate and national killing operations.

Seorcs of orpanizations have arisen to try 1o save the
whale. Some of them fear destruction of the marine
ecosystem. Others simply detest the brutal devastation
of such a mapnificent crearure. All agree that in this
modern world, whaling is unnecessary.

The battle being waged by North American groups is
complex and difficult because whaling is strictly an over-



seas enterprise. American compuanics’ whaling was pro-
hibited m 1972 with the passage of the Marme Mammal
Protection Acl. Now, Japan and Russia are the chiefl
whaling countries and mast of the organizing activity in
the W5 and Canada is directed at these two nations,
They argue that they must keep whaling to provide pro-
tein tor their people. Yet in both countries whale meat
represents a relatively small pant of protein consump-
tion. Furthermare, synthetic substitutes exist for all
ather whale products and by products

The Intarnational Whaling Commission was estab-
lished in 1946 (o regulate whaling on the open seas, bul
it has lictle effect since member nations are not bound
by IWC decisions. Not all whaling nations are mem-
bars, The commission meets annually 1o establish
quotas for the following scason's calch, but last year
the limit was nealy the sme as il was the previcus
year. The commiswmon does little more than legitime
the policies of the two dominant nations—Russia and
Japan.

Linderenrrent has surveyed dorzens of proups work-
img to save Uhe whale, Their means vary from open
confromtation on the ligh sess to boveotting the
products of whaling nations,

One group wants Lo beach a whale, roll him across
an enommous preve of paper laced with pamt, and then
take this “whale print™ from town to town in order to
display the size of a whale to those who remain unin-
formed. This group is not among the three we hive
selected as worthy of vour support.

Project Jonah (Box 476, Bolinas, CA 24824}, . . A
small volunteer organization, Project Jonah sends
representatives to IWC meetings and leads the call for a
ten-yzar moratorinm on all whaling. The group arooed
before the IWC that time is needed Lo allow researchers
to determine the effects of the kill rates on animal
population and the ecological balance of the sea. The
IWC refused to place the issue on its agenda.

Project Junah is secking Americon intervention in
whaling politics under LIS, law which authorizes eco-
nomic snctions aganst Toreign countries plundering
the seas, Project Jonah people are not optimistic; they
do not belicve thal the whale will be saved by volun-
lary  actions of whalmg industrics or nalions, and
expect no belp from the [WCE,

Project Junah has therefore lumed Lo increusing
public understanding and pressure. The group solicits
stories, poems and drawings from children for presen-
tation to e PWC and to Russian and Japancse sulbhor-
iies; adulls are encouraged Lo write direetly 1o Premier
Kosygin and Emperor Hirohite, Project Jonah also
pubilishes information aboul whales and whale products
Lov drarmatize the plight of 1hi whale,

Animal Welfare Institute (PO Box 3890, Washing-
ton, DC 20007} The institute distributes various pro-
motional materials such as buttons, bumper sirips,
posters and T-shirts—all echomg the plez (o “Save Lhe

Whale.,” Most notable, however, is Lthe institute's
leaderstup 1n establishing 2 consumer boycoli of
lapanese and Russian goods:  electronics products,
gulomobiles and Vodka,

The boycott emoys the support of most conserva-
Lum arganzations. Many supporters believe that the
Japanese are already feeling the sting. Japaness stub-
bornness wt the IWE has ool dimimished, bul some
deteet a softening in their tone.

The Greenpeace Foundation (2007 W Fourth Ave.,
Vancouver, British Celumbia)l Modern-day  Davids,
Greenpeace organizers sail intoe forced confrontation
wilh giant Huszian and Japanese whaling vessels on the
high seas. They first used their technigue successiully
when they sailed into nuclear tesl areas in the Pacilic
and brought a halt 1o tests being conducted by France
and the United Swates. Now they interceplt whaling
fleets in the Morth Pacific and place themselves be-
tween the whalers and the whales.

Although the actual number of whales they may
save is insignificant, Greenpeace has generated much
needed publicity, brought the senvusness of their ef-
frts dircctly 10 the attenlion of the Hussiang and
Japanese, and helped create a romantic and adventur-
ous spiril among the whale savers. They're an ef-
Feetive group.

Larger emvirommental groups have also joined the
cfTorts Lo preserve whalcs: The Swerra Club, Friends of
the Earth, The Matioonal Audubon Sociely and Cleve-
land Amory’s Fund v Animals. The Fund is par-
ticularly noted Tor its bumanitaran plea—that s, its
leaders attack the modern harpoon because ils ex-
plosive head causes masive internal damage and long
sufferning before death comes 1o the whale. All of these
groups urge Lheir meémbers to participate in demonstra-
tions and letter-writing campaigns to curtail whaling,

and gach supports the boycotl of Japanese and Russian
poads.

Will the whale be suved? The odds are clearly against
some species surviving. S0 far the conservation organ-
izations have not developed the political clout required
Lo achieve their gouls. Whaling has been outlawed in
The United States and Canada (but only after it had
become a dead indusiry), but where whalers and
nations still turn profits, the practice has been barely
moved.

Still, all is not lost for the great mammals. The
hearts and minds of the moveament are on course. And
the general public, both in North America and abroad,
is becoming aware of the serious threat of extinction.

The advertisements of one organization, General
Whale, datkly define whaling as the “process by which
the elephant will soon become the largest creature on
earth.” We think divers, who betler than anyone
understand Man's eternal relationship with the sea,
might help reverse the precess. Any of the three groups
mentioned will be glad (o hear from you.
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Diving for Dollars:

Watching yvour portfolio go up while you go down

Lat's face it: diving can be expensive. Transpuorta-
tion, equipment, lood and Jodgmg, puides and good rum
can, and do add vp, no matter how carefully you fol-
low the counsel of Uadercurrent or your frugal friend,
Fred., To those who love the sport it s a way of life
worth every permy—bul to people in the business, all
those pennies and dollars add up o growing sales val-
urne, more and more as the number of divers continues
b oW,

It would be a nice feeling, wouldn't il, Lo Know Lhat,
as you go down into the tranquil beauty below, your
financial reservoir 15 not being depleted along with the
air in your tank, Mice, but withoul going inlo the
cquipment busingss or opeéning a dive shop, there’s
little prospect for you to dive cost-free. There may be a
way, though, for you to recoup some of the expense
and Lo have a little additional fun connected with your
favorite sport. How? Buy stock in a company with a
significant stake in the diving business.

Here we'll atlempl to suggest pussible vehicles for
invesiments in the feld, confessing at the outset that,
although we researched the possibilities as thoroughly
as you and 1 might comb the boltem (or o Spauish
doubloon, we diseovered precious few wavs for the
“public investor” (you and me) to invest.

Before guiding you to what we found, we ofer twuo
caveats: The mformation offered was obtamed from
established sources such as Standard and Poors, fram a
tughly respected brokerage fiom, and, in two inslances,
from direct contact with executives in companics dis
cusscd. We believe it to be correct, but cannot vouch
for its accuracy or completeness. The other warning,
less legalistic, is directed to expernienced divers who
may be neophyte inveslors. Stocks can go up, bul
sunmetimes they take deep dives,

If vou're still with us, here we gu. Owr initial List
included twenty companies which have major roles in
manufacturing scuba diving gear, and our first disap-
puintment occurred when we found that only four of
these appear to have stock Lhat is publicly traded.
Sometimes determining who owns what became 2 voy-
age ol discovery. For example, U.S. Divers, whose
Board Chairman is Jacques-Yves Cousteau, is wholly
owned by Liquid Air of North America. According lo
the U.S. Divers executive to whom we spoke, its sales
comprise only about 11 per cent of those of the parent
company - which itzelf is 70 per cent owned by a French
company.

There are lwo large corporations for which diving
equipment constitutes a very small part of their vol-
ume. One of these is AMF, Inc., 2 company with annual
revenues of over 81 billion. In diving gear the name
most  easily recognized is AMI Swimmaster (fins,
masks, wet suits). Many of us also know the company
as a leader in the bowling industry, one of the pioneers
of the automatic pinsstter. Other products include a

number of Cadillacs of the leisure [Geld: MHead Skis,
Harley-Davidson motoreyeles, and Hatteras yachis.
Worldwide sales of cecreation equipment constitute
the majorily of this company’s sales, and diving pear is
a relatively small portion, bur a diver/investor seeking
lo participate in the fortunes of o broed group of im
portant leisure products would be wnable to find
anolher stock with g siular position. AMF's earnings
are reflective of the level of consumer income and of
industrial activity as well, industrial products consti-
tuting about a third of its sales. The shares are traded
an the Mew York Stock Exchange (where else?) and on
March 12 were quoted at 21. The current dividend
vields over O peér cant.

Another Big Board company with sales of a mere
S350 million is Warnaco, Inc. (“White Stag”™). The com-
pany is primarily in the apparel business. however,
much of it is in the sportswear [ield. Underwater sports
products are of relatively minor significance. The com-
pany has bhad an irvegular earnings record. 115 stock
traded at 10% March 9, and its current dividend
yields a return of over 8 per cent.

At the far end of the scale from these large “listed”
companies is one named Hill Acme (Sherwood Selpac
is a subsidiary), which appears 10 have a very small, in-
active public market for its shares. Information about
it is not available from the uwswal sources. The company
is located in Cleveland, and Undercurrent subscribers
alsny living in that cily may wish to ingquire about it
from a local broker,

The company with the most “dicect play™ (a slock-
Broker term)oin the Deld = Grest Smerican Dndust ries,
The stock is traded on the American Stock Exchange
and March 12 was 4% it does not pay a dividend. The
company’s sales are ahout 35 million. Since sustaining
a loss several years ago, it divested itself of several
unprofitable operations and has since been reporling
substantial earnings. In 1974 its carminps were $1.09
per share, and, according to the Executive Vice-
President Lo whom we spoke, carnings for 1975, not
releasad at press time, will be “approximalely equal 1o
last year.”

Great American’s participation in diving is uniguely
broad based through several subsidiarics, even though
other activities comprise the majority of its sales. Ru-
batex Corporalion produces neoprene for the suits
made by Packway Fabricators, another subsidiary, a5
well as suits made by other manufacturers. Rubatex has
other industrial applications as well. Additicnal diving
eear, including the Poscidon Regulalor, 13 produced by
Poseidon Svstems, a subsidiary of Parkway Fahricators,
Two other subsidiaries, New England Divers and Under-
waler Sports of America, both retedl equipment and
Underwater Sporls also installs, inspects and repairs
enderwater structures. It appears that Greal American
iz piving mercased atlenbion to s diving business. Re.



cently, it acquired Underwater Industries, Inc., and
Undersea Centres Corp., Virgin Islands companies with
apgregate sales of about 51 million.

We asked the company about pending lawsuitg of
which we had learned, and were informed that “none
is diving-related” und that in the company’s opinion
none of these long=standing actions iz hkely to have
SETIOUS Consequences,

Great American Industries must be termed a specu-
lative  myvestment, but, according to our brokerage
source: “This 15 the kind of situation which conld get a
tar play i the markel remains on its present course,

in the direction of terhary and more speculative
stocks,” That statement was made ahoal g week before
the Dow Jones broke through the 1000 barrier.

Should you buy one of these stocks? Pedhaps. [
you do vou can go diving al one of the many spols
with a casing nearby. While others are playving craps,
you can sip cognac and occasionally find the appor-
tunity to remark: *1 do my gambling in the Market.
Right now I'm into diving stocks.™

(The wrider, o vacalonesnorklen, i @ (oemer Senior Yics-
Presudent of Sutro and Co., Inc, members of the New York
Stock Exchange, the fizm which (urnished o substantml pan of
this article. )

Vivatar? Honeywell? Subsea? Oceanic?
Where to start with your first strobe

A beginoing undérwater photographer can make
mice smapshots by housing his inexpensive viewfinder
camera in an lkelite housing, It°s usually not long,
however, before enough money is scraped up to pur-
chase the Nikonos, a terrific camera which produces
photos rechnically suitable for the bes publications.
Only the real pros take the next step to house their
MNikons and Hassleblads. For the other 99 per cent, the
Mikonos does just fine.

But we quickly tire of the blue pall shronding our
vellow tangs and orange garibaldis and fool with filters
and film o bring back the colors. The ooly answer is
light, artificial light, withont which the blues will
plague vou to the grave. Flashbhulbs are out. Electronic
Mash, simply celled a strobe, is in.

Mot only will a strobe let you find out where the
vellow went, but it permits you to use low-speed films
{25 or 64 ASA) which are essential to maintain clear
lines without grain in enlargements. And, you have a
greater depth of field available.

Obviously all strobes are not the tame and which
ane you select will depend upon yvour projected nceds.
Your purchase doesn™ end there: vou'll have to decide
an a housing (unless yvou buy an expensive undarwater
strobe), a strobe arm and a tray.

In buying a strobe, vour bhasic considerations are:
How much do [ really want to gpend on an undarwarer
lighting system? At what distance and what subjects do
I wanl to shoot? What's the best strobe to meet these
needs?

As vour techniczl skills and composition Increase
with expericnce, you'll need the nght Lighting for your
photography goals. This guide should help vou salecr
the right strobe within your financial limitations.

The Fixed Costs: A Tray and an Arm:

Presuming vou're using the Mikonos, your first need
15 4 tray with a handle and a thumb shutter release. Dif-
ferant brands are available, but now thar [kelite has
redesigned [1s handle the Ikelite system is as good as
any at $24.95, and about the least expensive,

Ikelite sells an arm (a short tray ) for anadditional

£4.95, but the value is limited. 1t pennits only limited
herizontal movement and the strobe must be removed
fur shots closer than 30 inches. But unless vour pockets
are well lined, you might very well accept those incon-
veniences rather than stepup toa lrue professional arm.

A complex strobe arm allows vou to change the
angle of the light in relation to the subject. With strobe
positioning you control the shadows, subsequently con-
tiolling plwtoe depith end mood. That kind of control
separales the professionals from amateurs. OF course it
can be done by holding the strobe by hand, but since
we only have two, we prefer using the Oceanic Pro-
ducts Ball Joint Arm. [i comes in three different
lengths and can be interchanged with long and shert
halves, At 579,50 for the 28 arm, you must take your
photography seriously to indulge.

Housings and Connectors

For strobes built for land photography, a sturdy
housing is required. lkelite is the major producer,
making housings [or nearly all strobes al 560 (prices
were ta increase moderately this month). The housing
for the Honeywell 700 series retails for $75. Our ex-
perience, plus conversation with a number of under-
waler photographers, indicates lkelite products are
quite reliable. Oceanic Products makes a housing for
the Honeywell 700 series which retails at $137.50, Ut's
superior io the lkelite housing because it has an op-
tically corrected front port and full cast aluminum
housing. For all but the most demanding photagrapher,
however, the Ikelite should do just [ine at s lower
prics.

There are & vatiety of connecting cords on the
markel, but an adeguate cord comes with the [kelite
housing and it fits into your Nikonos with the addition
uf a $20 adapter. The coiled Ikelite cord cannot be
disconnected underwater and hidden corrusion is more
likely, comosion which won'l be noliced until your
[lash [uils. Yet, at 515, it's not prhibitive to pack an
extra cord with vou. For the beginner, stepping up to
the more expensive LD connector is probably not

{ecratinued o page 81



worth the cost,

The Strobe;

I here are three essential price levels for strobe/
housing combinations: $%0, §150 and 5200.

The hest among the inexpensive strobes is Lhe Viv-
ator 102, which can be purchased through a discount
photography house (See December Undercuerent) lor
%13 or so (phus the $60 housing). The manufaciurer
claims four alkaling harteries provide 300 flashes. Flash
power is judged by puide number, which for this moedel
an land is 30 with ASA 25 film, That means that at
three feet 80 per cont of your shide will he covered
wilh appropriate lighl, with some darker areas at the
edpes (waler reduces the light power by roughly 3.3
times), AL Dive leet, there will be a small amaunt of 17l
light which will do little (o enhance the quality of
black wet suits.

{h the ather hand. it is an adeguate strobe for use
wilh exlension tubes or macro lenses. 1§ close-ups are
your only interest, this will serve just line.

Mexl is the top-ci-the-lime YVivatar, the 292, Thers
are models in-between, but il you want more than just
closc-ups, you may not be sutisfied. The 292 can be
foumd discounted for $85 (plus 560 for (he housmg).
ASA 64 punide number is 103 and there’s plenty of
light for Nve-foot shois, but you'll still experience the
fades at six or seven feel.

In addition to manual control, this model has an
automatic sensor which turns the flash off when the
subject recenves the correct amaount of light for proper
exposure. That's a hoon for land photography, but
underwater light bouncing off particles in the water will
fool the eye amd turn off the drobe prematurely, un-
dercxposing your shots, To solve the problem and wse
the automatic eve underwatér, ome musl add a remole
sensor and housing (aboul 360) and mount it on e
lray away from Lhe strobe. With the change in angle,
light particles do not fool the second eye.

This mode] also hus rechargeable batteries, which
give 70 lMashes with an hour's charge. 1§ one wishes Lo
torego the automatic feature, the Yivatar 192, den-
tical in every other respeet but lacking the automat
eye, can be lfound for less than 570,

A top Heneywell strobe, the 780, can be purchased
for $113 (plus 573 Tor the housing), [is ASA 64 guide
number of [44 gives it enough power for nearly all
underwater shots and its design makes il easy to hold,
It's rechargeable and recyeles in seven scoonds, The
710, without the automatic feature but otherwise
identical to the T80, can be found for $85,

Underwater Strobes: Only if vou're a pro.
Buying the hig underwater units is only (or pro-
fessionals nr those who have no other way ta spend

their money. Otherwise, as o beginner yon should stick
with one of the above. Should you end up not doing
much shooting underwater, you will not have made an
excassive investment and you still have compael cquip-
ment for land use. [T vou do take a lok of pholographs
and begin to develop professionally, your first strobe
can e wsed as o slave with the strobes we'll next dis
cuss. A slave is a second light source. By adding a
photoelectric cye o your system, your slave strobe
will Tire a3 soon as i picks up light from another
primary source. 113 a common system used by pro-
fessionals, many of whom jusl convert their first
strohie inta Lthe slave as they graduate (o professional
equipment.

Mow, il money s ne barrier to sadslying your
whimsical ways, lhen strobes made specifically for
underwater use may be of interest. The two manu-
facturers are Subsea and Oceanic Products, and sirobes
of bidh manufsciurers meer the demands of profes-
sional photographers,

Underwater strobes provide an angle of coverage
much greater than land strobes, coverage adequate for
24 or 28mm lenses. Their recveling times are rapid,
usually 2-6 szeconds. The larpe ones have wvarizhle
power ouipuls which permi the photographer (o adjust
light outputl to match the conditions in which he is
photographing. Depending upon the film, 100 watts/
secand may Be (oo muoch light for a piven distance,
while perfect for other shots: with a variable oulpul
strube, the light can be reduced (o 50 watts, permitting
the proper exposur,

The small Subsea strobes, the 25 and 50, dun’t
produce any maore light than Vivatar or Honeywell
(the 25 much less), bul are consderahly more ex-
pensive. Unless you intend to use wide angle lenses, we
sée no advantage. Roughly comparable strobes are the
Ceeanie 2003 and the Subsea 150, We prefer Oceanic
to Subses. s [ar less cumbersome. 10s rechargeable.
And, the Subseéa runs the risk of flooding which e
Qeeanic does nol. The Oeeanie i rechargeable, so the
guts (made by Honeywell) are never laken out of their
sealed containgr. The Subsea wses butteries and to
repluce Lwm voe must open the unit. Any problem
with the o-ring seal and 1o the fctory it must go to
repair the water damage. Present list price twe the
Queanic 2003 is 5493 the 2001, a bit less potent and
withoul variable power, is 5398,

We suspect that half the divers buying their lirsi
slolwe make one of two errors, They buy a sirobe (oo
small and are immediately displeased with the results.
Qr, they buy one oo big and leave it in the closet 31
weeks a year, Meither should happen 1o you, but o
those who have already made the wrong choice, we
send our consolation and the message that you're cer-
tamly ool alone.

e —————— e e ey
Correspondents located strategically in the major diving areas of the world as well
as on all coasts and major imland waters of the continental United States.

The edirars welcome commenis, suggestions and menuseriges from the readers of Undercurnent.



