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February, 1976 :
P.0. Box 1658, Seusalito, California 94965
Cable Address: Gooddiving

The Florida Keys: Part One
For Some, It’s Terrific; for Others, It’s So-So

Among the home-state cheuvinists in Florida and California, there rages
82 debate as to which is The diving capitel of the United States. Floridians
argue that they have the best and the most divers and that the best of the
Caribbean reefs are right cffshore. Californians argue that they have the best
and the most divere and that they have the best kelp bed diving 811 along the Coact.

Such arguments are of little consequence. "Who cares?" I must ask. HNo cne,
unless he's about to travel to one state or the other for & week of divirg. Al-
though the reduced cost of getting to U.S. dive spots may be of little consequence
to the diving doctor and of great consequence to the diving student, a concern
we all share is whether we have wasted our time vis-a-vis other choices. Although
we may be willing to spend our last nickle in search of an underwater nirvana, we
seldom have more than a week or two a year toe charge around the world looking for
great diving. Therefore, we must have the facts, me'em., just the facts.

I won't be bothered to fuel the debate between states. I'm not writing sbout
California since California is full wetsuit, cold water diving and nesrly all
Louring divers travel in search of the warm water
water tropical sort. The Florids Chember of

Commerce says that Florida has it all = they
call it the "U.S. Caribbeen" - and I, along INSIDE UNDERCURRENT
with & projected 50,000 or so out-=of-state
divers in 1976, ventured forth to find out. Undercurrent Survey on Backpack
Buoyancy Compensatord . .. ... p 4
To be sure, there is varied dAiving through- Mew Deailis. Raise Ms&cmﬂ;'h‘h
out Florida, but the Keys is the tourist mecca. lation: Can the Indusiry Conilnue Self.
The view elong the highway from Key Largo south- Regulation? . . ... oovva e W6
wvard is an awasome sight = there sesm to be as - .
many dive ghops as gas ctations: The diver filled m}gm";ﬁ:;mm;;
with anticipation will feel like the proverbiasl ey
"kid in the candy store." Anyone afraid to make Eree Flow . . .o i v kil p.5 ]
choices when faced with toc maeny alternatives E s

could tie himszelfl in knots as he drives along.
Declding juet what shop to dive with could be paralyzing. So far as I could tell,
at least L0 shops mdvertise trips to the reefs and who knows how many private

Euides cater only to those who learn of them by word-of-mouth.

Such an array sets up special circumstances for review. It would be impos-
sible to dive with each shop unless I had 40 deys and LO nights, and it would serve
no purpose for our readers wno need only to know where to go for satisfectory
results. This review would have to be approached differently.
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Diving is found in the four major population centers of the Keys: Key
Largo, Islesmorado, Marathon, and Hey West. Ninety percent is found in the
first three towns, s8¢ due to space limitations, I will focus on those. Sone
shops offer 3-U day trips to Cay Sal Bank or the Dry Tortugas, ebout 60 miles
offshore, but for the present T will review only the half day reel trips which
are run regularly by all shops.

To evaluate these I visited nearly every dive shop in the Heys, itself
an exhausting experience. I looked for expertise from behind the counter and

generally gcod embience - i.e., good vibes. That may not seem scientific, but

ift you've been around encugh you can sniff out the right places. From my visits

I selected three shops in each area to dive with, but on a couple of ocecasions
those shops couldn't get enough divers for a dive so I dove elsewhere. I'll report
on two from each area which I found to offer safe, competent trips to the reefs.

I em not saying that these are the only geod shops; I am saylng that my experience
with these was sufficient to recommend them to the diver without the information
or experience in the Keys to already have selected his faverite shop.

The Overall Cuality of Keys Divipg: Underwater 1 would orobably rate the
full experience as "average" or "average +" if pushed by my Florida friends. Pen-

necamp Coral Reef, 21 miles long, has been protected for 16 years from marauding
divers and here the diving is fine; nice tropicals ere sbundent. As scon es one
leaves the reef, the effects of spearfishing snd other undersea ripoffs are Bppar-
ent. &Stable seslife - coral, sponges, ete. — are in adeguate quantity and varisty
in the Park, but outside the reefs are laden with sand and broken corasl. Inside
the Park the full reef seems roughly comparable to the U.3. Virgins {but not Boneire);
cuteide much less,. On this trip visibility in the Park ranged between 25 and T5
feet; putside 15 te 50 feet. Interviewsz with locals and returning divers indicated
that S0-75 is common in the Park; it may get better or worse. Visibility increases
a3 Winter moves into gspring and then into summer, but drops with high winds, summer
storme, plankton blooms and dredging activity. Throughout the Keys, there is pretty
Tfalir spearfishing.

Mest diving is in 10 to 30 feet of water. Half an hour boat trip is required
to get to the offshore reef, Beachfront sncrkeling is seldom of any interest. In
early February, water temperature was 70° at the surface. Even with a 1/L" wet
suit top, I got chilled during each dive and wished for my farmer john bottoms.
Summer temperatures are considerably higher.

Dive Shope: In every community several shops are well equipped 2nd can mest
every imeginable need. Many have = good photographic equipment steock and rent =&
ranges of camerz gear. Most shops advertise two tripes daily [usuall? O am and lpn}
and if they don't get enough customers they'll ususlly call others to ensure thet
you get a trip. Trips average $13 in Key Largo to $15 in Marathon. Tanks, packs
and welght belts go for another $10 or so. Many shops reguire a $10 deposit on
rental gear, so don't forget to pick it up after the dive (I forgot twicel). Trips
take at least 4 hours and meny skippers seem hell-bent on getting to the closest
spot as fast s possible. On most tripe, the Captsin stmys with the bosl and does
not dive. That's nothing to be concerned about in 30 feet of water. All the bosts
seemed well maintained and excellent for diving. Every shop I dove with asked if I
were certified and all but one ashed to see my card. Bverywhere dive shop personnel
geencd knowledgeable and efficient. In the Keys, there's visible evidence about how
the combination of strong competition emong shops end strong divers orgenizations
in Florida contribute to & top quality, well-managed sport.
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Should you apend a week in the Keys? The Keys has two significant attributes:
It'a easily zccezsible by auto, sttested to by the braggadocics 1 met on charters
who tossed about claime of 26 hours from Boston and 22 from St. Louis. Both had
speeding tickets to support their claims. Also, it offers a range of camp sites
for tents or vehicles, The Keys is best suited for groups of divers who want to
dirive to their dive vacation, camp and cock out, dive frequently and enjoy boating
and fighing. There is better diving cutisde the U.3. and if you en)oy big beaches,
nice restaurants and nightlife and local culture there are far better vacation
choices. The Keys is overpopulated and overcommercialized. It's ne place "to get
away from it all." Tourists jam the highways, campgrounds overflow and popular
restaurants have leng lires in high sesszon snd sumnmer. Yet, if you have a carload
you'll most likely bte glad you came. And you'll still enwvy those divers who live here.

In Key Large I selected two shops:

Kev Largo Diving Headquarters and Camera Shop: FRoute 1, Box 393, Key Largo
53030 (305!551-1151;. This appeara to be one of the best equipped shops in the
Keya, capabtle of handling sny repair problems, or selling new equipment for diving
or photography. Most noteworthy are the living accomodations available. Dormitory
rooms are $7.50/day or $37.50/week and they subtract $3 from charter trips for

those renting rooms. Cottage efficiencies rent for $20/day or $100/week for 2.
They're nothing special but heve kitchen fecilities and are adequate.

On the dive I selected to review, Captain Bill piloted five of us into FPenne-
camp. Our first dive was at Molasses Reef, where just about every dive boat goes
once a day. It's & fine and complete reef, but after a few daily trips there you
may wish to seek out a Captain headed elsewhere. Most impressive were the sgquadrons
of barracuda which lazily swem mbout or, as if they were spawning ealmon, hovered
a foot or two off the bottom. By the way, they're harmless. Snapper, hogfish and
grunts were plentiful and the large angel fish had learned not to fear divers.

Bince it is a preserv d the fish are not confronted by hoptile divers
photographic possibilities were superb.

On the way to the second dive we motored by many Portuguese man-of-wars--—-
they're easy to avoid when diving by simply checking above you before you gsurface —-
and stopped to watch & large turtle swim by. We dove in & few cmall gaves, but the
bottom was less interesting and the visibility had dropped te 30 feet. Ceptain Bill
gaeve good instruction before entering the water end helped each diver with his equipment.

Bill Crawford's Tiki Isle Dive Shop, P.0, Box 755, Key Largo, 33037 (305/451-1063)
Crawford runs & nice little shop and his booklet on Underwater Photogre Hints
($1.50) provides the most simplified step-by-step instruction for the beginning
photographer I've ever seen.

On our dive, guide Ceecil tock us to Molacses Reef, as T'd come to expect.
For our second dive we left the Park to collect Conch and anchored in 10 feet of
water where there were hundreds in & 50 yard radius. Cecil brought up three in his
first free divel! Divers on the bosat collected other live, but inedible shells. I
don't like ccllecting sea animasls for their chelle any more than clubbing seale for
their pelts, so I felt saddened as T rummaged through their goedy bag to check their
catch. Thig dive was highlighted by a seven foot hemmerhead which togk a couple
of lazy turns around snorkeling Cecil, but once it spotted me, the fascinating creature
picked up speed and swam away without locking back. With the wisibility about 30
feel, you cah bet thet I looked behind me more then once! Cecil, by the way, turned
cut to be & helpful and competent guide, and good to rap with.

liext Tssue: A guide to campipgz § : w i &
your own dive trips to the reefs; hotels; chops at Islamorada and Marathon, and

tips for your trip. 3




Survey on Backpack Buoyancy Compensators

In January's Undercurrent we published the resulls
af our seader survey on buoyancy Compensators.
Roughly 12 per cent of the more than 300 respond-
ents to our queslionnaire reporied on backpack-
mounted buoyancy compensators, The average respond-
ent had been diving 3.6 vears and last year had made
40 dives.

Backpack devices are a relatively new addition to
the market and we were a little surprised that as many
a3 12 per cent of the divers responding used them. How-
ever, we recenved sufficient data o comment only on
Iwo brands—the At-Pac, by Watergill, and Scubapro's
Buoyancy Compensalor Pack. The parameiers of the
study are the same as explained in the survey on BC's,

BC's vs. Back-mounted BC's:

The advantages and disadvantages

On the whole, the divers who reported owning a
back-mounicd BC seem to be pleased that they made
the investment. The problems the divers expericneed
were no greater than the problems experienced with the
standard BC, and in some respect the problems might
be conudercd even less wpnificant, Repardless, full
flotation syslems may not be for :vcr}-'hmly. There 15
g range of advaniages and disadvantages (o the back.
pack BC, and these are the ones cited by the divers
whao use them:

Advantages:

1. Backpack dewices sre easier 1o pul on and tuke
oft than the combimation of mdividueal lems.

2. There is at least one less set of straps,

3, They are more comfortable than gear worn picce
by piece.

4. From u crowded bout or dock, backpack devices
can be lossed wmlo the water {after mOation} and the
diver can follow to dress in the water,

5. There 15 ne constriclion around the neck, as with
some BC's,

6, When the hackpack devices are fully mflated, the
diver can {loal on his back well out of the water.

7. 1t can be used asa anef mat, with the diver taking
the umit off and floating on top of 1t

B, When a diver is moving out or in through heavy
swrfl, it ean be towed behinmd the diver, tank and all.

4. 11 keeps more of your gear in one place.

10. By having less bulk on your chest, it makes un-
derwaler photography easier.
Disadvantages:

1. Svslerns with weights are heavy 1o carry; a noft-
so-husky diver may find that inting the full unit around
is extraordinarily difficulr.

2. Although a little more bulky than individual
gear, some unilz may be (oo bolky for air travel, par-
ticularly if one insists on taking the hard shell along.

3. Divers, because they can see in ftont ol them,
can prodect thar standard BC's from unnecessary
knocks against rocks and coral. Bul, if the back.

mounted bag is not encased in its hard shell, it may be
difficult 1o avoid damage from sharp protuberances
abowve or behind the diver,

4. The purge may be more difficull to view and
therefore it can be more difficull to correct mal-
functions by visual inspection.

5. With the shell intact, dressing in a crowded or
tiny dive boat can be dilficult.

6. Divers accustomed (o pockets on a BC may have
to install pockels on their wet suit (ops.

7. Divers who belisve a €0y carrridge is essential
will have to convert the bag themselves.

Two back-pack flotation devices:

What the users say:

The At-Pac by Watergill (28 respondents): The Al-
Pac was the Nirst of the backpack devices on the mar-
ket. A container for weights (BB-shot) is buill right
mlo the system. I can be purchased with or withour
the protective case. Thirty-one per cent of the users said
they purchased the At-Pac because it is compact, 23 per
cent said it reduced the numbar of straps, and 15 per
cent said either that it is the best wol for phowgraphy,
that it could be put on while in the water, or that it
makes diving easisr,

As reported in the August, 1975, issue of Uhder
current, 1he At-Pac developed serious problems in late
1974 and Watergill had to recall it. A weak plastic
airway could lead to unintentional inflation, and in
this survey 16 per cent of the divers had experienced
thal problem. Twenty-theee per cend said that the aral
inflator hose was too short and 23 per cent tound that
the purge valve stuck or leaked. Twelve per cenl said
the oral inflator hose had not vented.

Commeents from the regders: The anly problem with
the At-Pac is that it rides up when fully inflated on the
surface. A ciolch strap solved the problem. KXC.,
Sparks, Mewads

The oral mflator hose is too shart to raise shove to
deflate when swinumiog pacallel w0 bottom. Must roll
over on backs or get perpendicular (o bottom. T.5.,
Hudson, Wisconsin

I ripped the bag on coral. Dr. CIL, Avon, NY

Plastic inflator cracked at approximately 30 feel. It
inflated automatically. Therealter | cheek inside before
every dive. 1.H., Wheatan, Maryland

A preat svstem—terrific lilt power. No lift hag
neaded. Easy to fMoat on back or stomach. The original
tank mflaior problems resolved. 5.5, Irvine, Califorma

The quick release hands are nol strong enough Lo
take repeated uwse. o their place | have purchased
Scubapro bands, dnlled holes in them o fit the AL-Pace
holes, and will use them in the Tulure. LEADS., Balli-
more, Maryland

The center of gravily is oo low when lead shot is
used and tends to roll you over or make you bottom



heavy. Also the plastic cover creates too much drag and
Lires vou quickly. RS L., Walsh, Colorado

Undercurrent commenits: We talked with six dive
shops about the At-Pac recall and replacement and all
but one felt that the problems have been (ully cor-
recled.

Scubapro Buoyancy Compensator Pack (23 respond.
ents: Twenlysix per cent of the respondents el ed
they had made their purchase al the recommendation
of their nstructor, s testiment to the Scubaprof
N.AS DS, relationship. Fifteen per cenl like the con-
venience when dressing up,

A high 50 per cent indicuted that they had ex
perienced no prohlems; Scubapro also had the highest
rate of “no problems with the BC'™ Most problems
were mconveniences. Twenty-twao per cent said it was
uncomioriable when floating and 17 per cenl said the
slraps cut them.

Commments from Scubapro users: | have had quite a
bil of trouble with my inflator from the tank, which
frequently leaks at the connection. Silicon spray seems
1 help. 1.1, Birmingham, Michigan

BC vent valve too small, causing uncontrallable as-
cent from 60 feet to surface in about 13 seconds, Onee
agcend started, fotation bag expanded fzsler than vent
could release air, causing continually accelerating as-
cent. 1. and ES., Ambler, Pennsylvania

Dumping 15 3 problem. An emergency dump ke on
L5, Divers vests would solve problem. A ., Allen
Park, Michigan.

Automatic inflator milated uneontrallably because
ol a loose connection between mouthpiece and auto-
inflator. Corrected by tightening. M.R., Houston, Texas

Scubapro BC pack has (endency 1o nde np while
Moating on surface with pack inflated. The waist strap
often ends up under armpits with loss of some buoy-
ancy hecause lift is siluated =0 high: 1e., head 15 nol
held casily owt of water unless diver makes effort to lie
back on pack. Possibly the Scubapro Independeni
Weight Svstem would pve addiional ballast (o lank (o
prevent as much upward slippage of waist strap, bul
that just means buying new weights to replace perfectly
pownd oines already owned, W W, Ruleigh, N.C

Undercurrent commenrs:  Respondents  indicated
that the problem with the sulomatic inflator we noted
with the buoyancy compensator continues Lo pop up
here. Generally speaking, however, the users liked their
back inflation pack and appreciate the strength of the
neoprene-hacked nylon bag.

Conclusion and Recommendations:

Users of backpack flotation devices do experience
some problems uncommon o divers who own the
standard BC: occasional instability underwater, diffi-
culty floating, and difficulty venting. These prohlems
are mainly overcome through initisl training with the
equipment at the time of purchase—a must for any
diver buying a backpack device is to take a pool lesson
gnd with subsequent experience. The surlace problems,

for example, are frequently overcome simply with
weight and strap adjuslinent.

The weight system for the two brands reported on
differs significantly for each. The At-Pac has a built-in
container which carries BB shot [or weight. The Scuba-
prov has no standard weight system, bul has an optional
system which permits weights to he fastened 1o ane’s
tank. I that system isn't used, then the diver uses a
standard weight helt. We believe that the standard
weight hell is safer and that a diver is better off to
exercise that option with either device. To jettison
At-Pac weights or Scubapro tank-mouwnted weights, a
diver must be roughly perpendicular wo the bottom:
withour the pull of gravity, the weighrs remaln. A diver
caught in an upside-down position who needs to jetti-
son weights could not do it, Further, if for any reason a
diver had 1o remove his pack underwatcr—shark pro-
tection, entanglement, or whatever—he would auto-
malically be removing his weights.

A diver might need the aption o leave the weights
on, but that option is not available if the weights are
part of the buckpack system. The opportunity for in-
advertently lozing your weights s probably about the
same whether the diver is wearing a weight bell or using
weights attached w his backpack system.

The Al-Pac costs more than e Scubapra, if for ne
other reason than the fact that the weight system is not
optional, On that basis zlone, the Scubapro system is a
better deal. 16 one s buyimg all new gear, the cost of a
backpack device is not much greater than individual
compaonrents. 11 a diver is converting, however, and his
present gear 18 in poodd shape, the cost = high, Still it
may not be a bad investment. Old equipment may be
necessary for situations in which a backpack just isn't
convenieni, parbicularly for (ree diving or snorkeling.

The biggest drawback, we believe, is the lack of &
dump valve. Many individuals in the dive industry dis-
pute the need for a dump valve, arguing that inadequate
training is the greater cause for the inability to deal
with unintentional inflation. Perhaps. But, so what?
M normal diver response <auses a ¢ertain amount of
error and (hat error can be designed out of the equip-
ment, then it should be, In avialion, computer tech-
nolugy, and nuclear warfars, every possible sicp is taken
i eliminate the potential of human error leading 1o
self-destruction, Diving should be no ditTerent.

Making our reservation abool sulomatic inflation
clear, we recommend the Scubapro backpack aver the
Ar-Pac. 1t appears that the diver can get a betler piece
of equipment al less cost,

Finally, backpack flotation devices are most likely
to be the wave of the futore. We anticipate a push by
many manufaciurcrs, and also anticipate some signili-
cant redesign in the basics. The first indication is the
Nauiifus, 10 be introduced by Dacor in March. It
features a fgrd sheil “hap”" a manual dump and uses
waier for weight, just as would a submarine. And we
suspect  there'll be further innovations by others.
Whether thay're warth the trouble will be the subject
of the next Undercurrent questionnaire on backpacks.
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New Deaths Raise the Spectre of Legislation:
Can the Industry Continue Self-Regulation?

Scuba diving deaths are back in the news and scuba
diving is hack under the eye of politcians and the press
in two states,

Due o the first ef two separate incidents, the
newly formed National Scuba Training Council will be
given its chance Lo prove ils ability to police the in-
dustry to the satisfaction of public officials (see Under-
currertl, November, 1975). Spurced by the embolism
deaths of two divers from the Michigan Underwater
Schools of Diving {Lincoln Park, Michigan), the Com-
mittee has bepun investigation of that N.ASDS-
affiliated shop. The two divers, buth experienced, died
while exploring an abandoned, water-Nlled mine m
Missouri, Although there is doubt about whether this
was a shop-sponsored trip (one of the two was a pro-
visional instructor at the school), three other deaths
have vecurred on schoolsponsored tours since 1974,
aceording Lo a copyrighted story in the Detroit Vews.
The complaints aiting the case were filed by three
former instructons from the school,

Although the lacts are still unclear and the National
Council has begun its investigation, the Michigan
legislature has been druftiog a bill te control the
trasning and certification of divers.

The second battleground is Florida, where two
divers drowned while cave diving in the Peacock Slough
area in Suwannee County in Morthern Florida, Ac-
cording 1o the Live Oak Independent Posr, this incident
makes seven diver deaths In e orez in less than two
yeurs.

Florida cave diving ranks near the top as the most
sdventurous and dangerous diving anywhere. For years
the Florida legislature has flirted with different plans
for regulation and (s inciden! again brings the dangers
to the legislators’ attention, Swpaificantly, the arca is
private lund and has been closed to divers for some
time, but with no enfircement or substantial penaltics

for trespassing. The editor of the fudependent Post, con-
vinced that voluntary action will not work, has ealled
for diving regulation by requiring permils, and then
only for those divers with advanced cave diving skills.
Anyone else found diving there woukl be subjest 1o a
35000 fine.

Because of the masheps, several ssues are al stake:
the quality of basic certilication, the need for advanced
certification for advanced diving, and the responsibility
of trip sponsors are among them,

One 1ssue we must cach consider as we ponder the
implications of government action is whether a diver
has the inalicnable right to Kill himsell, Certainly he
has the right 1o engage in a dangerous sport. But long
ago our society concluded that the individual does not
have the right o conunit suicide. The reasons are less
mraral Than pragmaltic: divers have families, friends and
business relationships.

The ultimate fght will be how to draw the line
between mdividual rights and the righls of society.
Deaths from random causes in any sport must be ac-
cepled as our Lragic debl to that sport; those deaths
may be proventable, but by common sense, not by
contral. Death in clusters, whether connected to the
same dive boat, dive shop or instouctor, o whether it
happens (o those using the same brand of equipment or
diving at the same location, musl be classified separate-
ly. And so must death m pairs, where one lailing buddy
takes the other with him. That seems o be the ulli-
male injustice.

Government has little role, il any, in random seci-
dents and random deaths. Bul it does have a responsi-
bility when deaths appear in ¢lusters and demonstrate
pariterns and predictalnlity, The industry has the Gist
oplion o determine the Facls and Lo act, Should it fal,
thep someone else must assume the responsibility, In
these cases there is no one else but governmenl.

Farallon Decomputer Recalled:

Undoubtedly the most controversial piece of dive
equipment is the decompression meter. The two com-
panies which market a meter, Seubapre and Farallon,
trumpet studies which support the validity of their
product. However, we have intarviewed a number of
dive shops and independent rescarchers who don'l

There’s a Lesson for the Industry

think much of contemporary decompression meters.
To be zure, decompression meaters are risky devices
because of the precision required: a substantial shock
caused by the airlines tossing your bags around or by
banging the meter sgainst @ coral head muy be enough
to render it waorthless. Furthermore, the meters are



buit 1o simulate the body, but becauss of design
limitations, they cannotl give a full or accurate reading
of individual bodies,

The greatest nsk may be due to human nature itself
As members of 3 technolopgical society we are all too
dependent upon being serviced by the technology we
have created. Rather than walk (o the corer grocery,
we elect (o drive. Rather than challenge the computer
printout of our bank statement, we elect to accept it.
Rather than refer o the Navy Trecompression Tables,
we refer 1o the meter. We accept technology. We ex-
pect it o work for us.

The problem is, in fact, less with the meters than
with ourselves. Still, we expect excellence from the
manufacturers. After all, that meter is there to rell us
how not 1o get bent. We reby on it for its acouracy, al-
though both manufacturers state that their meters are
never to be used as a replacement for the Mavy Dive
tahles. Even so, human nature often lets us forget. And
that can be our fatal mistake.

In early January, Farzllon issued a notice o recall
its decompression melcr, the Decomputer. In hnel
letters to every dealer and diver who had returned the
warraniy card, Farallon swid:

“Lah tests on Decompuiers returned from the Deld
have revealed that the solvent used to hond the last
part of the Decomputer together, after completion of
the unit's mulriple rest dives, can have an adverse effcel
on the membranc. The result is the indicators |par-
icularly the slow indicatars] may rise al oo slow a
rate to sately approximate the Navy tahles

“If you have a Decomputer, please return it at your
earliest convenience sowe may test it thoroughly, then
replace it, if necessary.”

One of Farallon’s public relations sheets states that
“hefore packaging the Decompuier is inspected as a
complete unir.” Not quite trus. We learned thai the
meter is clamped together before final inspection so
that if there is a malfunction it can he easily opened
and the prohlem corrected. As 3 matter of praclice
they apparently were not testing the meter after it had
been glued.

To pel more mformation aboul the recall, we
talked with Ralph Shamlian, dynamic voung president
of Farallon Industries, Shamban said they believed
they had a greal responsibility for the salely of the
diver and worked hard 1o get the recall notice out, He
said there is no ipherent problem with the meter and
that the cempany has no plans lor redesign. The prob
lem simply came in the assembly, IT you have a Decom-
puter (or knew someone who does) you may return it
gither 1o your dive shop or directly 1o Farallon Indus
tries, 1333 Old County Road, Belmont, CA 24002,

Undercurrent Corunents: In pursuing this story, we
cilled the Consumer Product Safety Commission, @
federal agency which reguires that any manufacturer
recalling 2 product report the recall within 24 hours,

We expected to corrobarate the information Farallon
presented Lo its shops with the information sent the
government. We leamned, however, that the recall had
not been registerad.

The Consumer Product Safely Commission has the
primary responsibility to “protect the public against
unreasonabls risks of injury associated with consumer
products; to develop uniform safety standards for
consumer products and minimize conflicting state and
lecal repulations; and to promote research and inves-
tigation into the causes and prevention of product-
related deaths, llnesses and injuries.” When a product
15 recalled, it monitors the company’s reeall process Lo
ensure that il is being handled properly and provides
whatever assistance it can to publicize the problem and
gel all unsafe products retumed. Reasonable enough,
we believe,

In our conversation with Shamlian on February 9,
we asked whether he Knew of the registration require
ments (it had been more than four weeks since the
recall had been issued) fo which he served up a 30-
second haraongue about the evils of government agen-
cies. We repeated our question, and, after another
vitriolic outburst, he said that he had registered with
the West Palm Beach, Fla., office and had several
picces of correspondence between the commission
and his company. We tried to locate the West Palm
Beach office, but apparently there is none, We called
the commission office closest 10 Farallon 10 check
again if Farallon had filed its report: we were told that
the commission had not been informed of the eeull,
For willful violation, the law carries ¢ivil and criminal
penalties, including fines of up to 32000 a day.

There have been wo recalls belore in which the
diving industry cooperated fully with the commission:
the At-Pac recall (see Undercurrent, August, 1975) and
a recall of 1300 tank liners by AMF Voit where in
effective installation created the possibility of occlu-
sion of the cylinder valve. That was 1974, Up until
nww, the industry has demonstrated full cooperation.

If the Scuba industry is 1o avoid unnecessary
government regulation, it has to demonstrate its gond
faith by ohsarving laws zlready on the books. We
suspect that Farallon did not understand fully its
obligation under the law, but in our legal system that
has never heen an excuse. s failure 1o file promptly
provides no support to the claim that the industry can
police itsell without government looking over its
shomlder. Farallon iz a highly respected company amaong
divers, dive shaps and other members of the industry.
Shamlian has been a signilicant figure in developing
the industry’s posiure of sell-regulation and in lohbiy-
ing apainst excessive regulation. AL press lime, we
learned that Farallon and the Consumer Product
Safery Commission were now cooperaling Lo solve any
problems with the recall. This should be a pood lesson
for everyone,



Free Flow

Alter 25 vears of myuing chemical shark repellent
packs with all life rafts and life jackets, the Navy hos
at last concluded that the stuff is worthless. As con.
sulation for its lack of eredibility, Ly, C.5. Johnson of
the Maval Undersea Center stated, according fo the
Associated Press, that “at least the dye kept the person
in the water from seeing any approaching sharks.”™ My,
isn't our Navy merciful! | . . If you're still packing the
dye around, vou had hetter write the Hallmark In-
surance Company in Madison, Wisconsin, They musi
have heard the news since they've recently announced a
policy to provide compensation to attack victims of a
wide range of Mother Namre's creatores, inchiding
sharks, It's less than 550 a year.

Fair trade laws go down the drain in early March,
meaning that more bargains may be available in some
product lings. Among the muor manufacturers, LS,
Divers has been the leader in providing solid equipment
discounts, and now, with fair trade on the way out,
others may be forced to follow, A few marginal shops
in luge metrepolitan areas or major diving cenlers may
suffer i the price competition gels heavy. but the
total effect on the industry should bz positive and
divers might find a few more bargaing in their lavorite
shop.

“How," wriles Rodger Schilickeisen, “van youw wrile
a whole story on the Cousteau books. and spell his
name wrong?" It's quite easy, Although anywhere
fom theee 1o five people prool cach issue, the last
reader sometimes overreacts. Our reader, who studied
Russian 1n college, not French, puzeled over the correct
spelling, then referred 1o a previous issue of Lader
currend for the right spelling. The vwist is that he had
edited that spelling too, and was wrong then! He's not
much of a diver, aither. Now, were you one of the 99
per cent who didn't even notice the misspelling?

Lemiziana diver Jack Heulloff shares s painfol ex-
perience with us. He took his new Farafins to Bélize
and, although the instructions say if you're nol wearing
a wer suit, wear hiph boots, Jack couldn’t find hoots

high enough. Coral and zand lodped beiween the frame
and his leg, rubbed him raw, and infection set .
Can’t find bools high enough either? Try pants, but
what else did Farallon have in mind? Needles 1o say,
Tack’s vacation was spoiled.

Many airlines have miles that no crew member is ta
dive less than 24 hours before a flight. It's a good idea
not 1o dive and fly the same day since there could he
trouble should a plane lote pressurization. At 18,000
feet there's half an atmosphere of presure, which is
reason enough never to fly in an unpressurized plane
after a dive . . . Should anyone need emergency medical
consultation on the bends or need aid in locating the
closest chamber, call 512/536-3278. That's Brooks Air

Force Hase in Texas and it handles calls 24 hours a day.

Still on the trail of “The Great American Diving
Mowvel™ —which we doubt we'll ever lind—uwe al least
have a candidate for honorable mention: The Man Wiho
Lived in Innerspace, by Amold Federbush., ICs light
geicnee fiction, filled with facts amd a Wt of fantasy,
aml i’s devoid of sex. That’s why 1t hasn't sold well.
Still, il swrikes a diver's soul, for the main character
deviotes his life Lo developing 2 vneness with the Sea
by living with it, then living init, and lnally becoming
the Sea itselt, In his travels below, he encounlers a vasl
array ol creatures and shares experiences that all divers
have had or fantasize about. The plot is a bit more
than acceptable, the writing style slightly forced but
micely descriptive, and the book builds well, We found
il difficult 1o put down. Best of all, the reader is lefi
with a range of unanswered philosephical questions
which Tiand this effort as far more than a GGller Tor
your duffle bag: $1.60 from Banlam Books, 414
L. Golf Rd., Des Plaines, IL 60016,

We've received more than one letier asKing how 1o
contact the Current Club (Current, North Eleuthera,
Bahamas) and Captlain Don (Aquaventues, Holel Bon-
aire, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles) so there you are . | .
Armando Jenick, whom we thought so highly ot in 5t.
Thomas, has moved & few miles o the Bolongo Bay
Beach and Tennis Club. The club has potential Tor a
full range dive resort, and someday we'll take a look at
|| -

Two Los Angeles divers found what appear to be
ancieni Asian anchors, dated somewhere belween 500
and 1000 years ago. Since they found them in 30 feet
aof water a shorl swim from the L.A. shore, divers
Bob Memstrell and Wavne Boldwin may someday be
remembered as the two gents who converled Columbus
Day to Wo Fat Choy Day, in honor of the man who
discovered America—or is it “the woman who . .27

Correspondents located strategically in the major diving areas of the workd as well
as on all coasts and major inland waters of the continental U. 5.
The editors welcome comments, suggestions end mamusoripts from the readers of Undercurrent,



