Indian Ocean and Red Sea SEYCHELLES

lunch were decent but also. It has a nice
beach with a bit of surf, a nice swim-
ming pool. There was a lot of wind and
rain since the rainy season is from
December through February. The day |
arrived, | was off to a dive site called the
Dragon’s Teeth. This was an underwater
ridge that had rocks breaking the
surface. The water temps varied from
83-80 depending on the depth with vis
around 50 feet. EI Nino of 1997-8
bleached all the hard coral around the
Inner Islands. The storms since then
have broken up the hard corals and the
reefs are now largely stripped granite
boulders with a few small soft corals.
The next day, the first dive was at
Grouper Point. The wind and surge
were bad and during the dive, | feared
that I might feed the fish. Though the
dive was mediocre, at the safety stop, a
six-meter whale shark swam right over
three of us, almost within arm’s reach.
Because of the poor weather, the
operator decided to cancel the second
dive. Every day, we had to don our dive
gear and swim through the surf to and
from the dive boat, basically doing
beach entries and exits. My last day of
diving was cancelled altogether as the
weather continued to deteriorate. The
dive shop allowed me to pick out four
shirts with a face value of $90 as
compensation for my prepaid dives that
were cancelled. | got to dive around
other islands in the Seychelles, but
generally cannot recommend the Inner
Islands as a particularly desirable dive
destination. The travel costs are high
and the hotel and resort costs are
among the highest in the market. | see
no reason for going to the Seychelles to
dive when the Maldives and Tanzania
offer cheaper flights, healthier reefs,
more fish and cheaper accommoda-
tions.

Octopus Diving, Azzura Pro-Diving
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Center, Amitie Chalets, La Digue Dive
Lodge, August 2005, Stanley Zuk
(szuk@nyc.rr.com), New York, NY.
Experience: Over 1000 dives. Vis: 20 to
50 Feet. Water: 80 to 82 F, calm, choppy.
Beautiful, peaceful islands with
excellent beaches, particularly Anse
Lazio, even while snorkeling there were
many fish, turtles, and spotted eagle
rays. Octopus diving was an efficient
and nice operation, they let you dive
your own profile. Visibility was bad,
however, | could still make beautiful
videos with reef white tip sharks, and
many turtles present on almost every
dive, eagle rays and huge humphead
parrot fish. There were many big
porcupine rays and large black spotted
stingrays. Coral doesn’t look interest-
ing, but these are such beautiful islands,
that just being there and enjoying
LaDigue and Praslin is fabulous.
Gorgeous and not overcrowded. Diving
is pleasant, but doesn’t come close to
Fakarava, Palau, or Fiji, but the beauty
and friendliness of the people make up
for it. If you stay on Praslin rent a car,
it's a must to get to know the island
better. Great trips to Aride, and
Curieuse Islands with tortoises, diving
on LaDigue similar to Praslin.

TANZANIA

Sea Breeze Marine Ltd., White Sands
Hotel, August 2005, Russ Battisto
(Russ_Battisto@Comcast.net),
Roseville, MN. Experience: 251-500
dives. Vis: 50 to 80 Feet. Water: 75 to 80
F, choppy, currents. Would bring my
own gear instead of renting. Took
getting used to the “European” metric
gauges. Reef is far from shore. GPS was
needed to find location. We rode out in
a Zodiac which can be bumpy if the sea
is choppy. Reef was deeper than I'm
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used to in most Caribbean destinations.
I usually like to do a shallow “check-
out” dive as my first outing but we went
to almost 40 meters every dive.
Wandered the reef until one of us hit 50
bar. Headed for the top of the reef and
finished in about 20 meters until it was
time for our safety stop. Went into
Deco once but had plenty of air to work
my way out of it without problems. Fun
dives and lots of new and different fish
life. Dive operator capable, friendly and
professional. Advanced level recom-
mended. Visibility limited compared to
Caribbean. Lion fish were abundant.

THAILAND

The December 2004 tsunami
affected many of Thailand’s reefs,
but live-aboards visit the areas that
remained intact and excellent Day
boats from Phuket still make trips
into the Andaman Sea to Richelieu
Rock where fish life can be exciting.
Many live-aboards extend their trips
to the Burma Banks in Myanmar,
where most divers find superior
diving. Thailand has unending
opportunities for broader travel
experiences and many travelers
take extra time to appreciate the
culture.

Coral Grand Divers, April 2006, Phil
Tobin (Philtobin6625@yahoo.com),
Portland, OR. Experience: 101-250
dives. Vis: 15-40 feet. Water: 85 F,
smooth. Koh Tao, the island and its
beaches are beautiful. It is peaceful and
the sunsets are breathtaking. Coral
Grand is on the north end of the scenic
Sairee beach. The accommodations are
simple but clean, most bungalows have
air conditioning and sit close to each
other. However, it was never a problem.
The food at the resort was expensive, so

we ate most of our meals 10 minute
walk to beachside restaurants. The two
of us ate 4 Thai dishes with beer and
water and ice cream for $8. April is hot
and humid, with temps up over 100
degree and humidity in the 80% range.
The dive shop is a few steps from the
bungalows. The divemasters were
friendly and knowledgeable. We met
every morning at 6:15am, got in a truck
and drove 10 minutes to the dock. The
scene was right out of a movie. You had
boats unloading their fruit, vegetable
and bottle of water, tourists catching
the ferry, divers getting to their boat
and dogs barking. Often we had to
climb over several boats to get to ours.
Equipment handling is fairly rough.
The diving was structured, you had to
follow your dive master at all time and
surface after 45min. He would stop
during the dive and check everybody’s
time. | was annoyed at first but what
could I do? After a few days, most
divemasters realized we were not
beginners, relaxed and let us do our
own thing. After 2 dives we would boat
back to the dock, unload, and truck
back to the resort. If we wanted to dive
again in the afternoon we had to be at
the dive shop by 12:15. You barely had
time to rinse up and grab a quick bite.
Afternoon dives were shallow, crowded
with beginners getting certified and the
coral was badly damaged. The best
diving took place in the morning. My
favorite sites were the Southwest
Pinnacle and the Chumphon Pinnacle.
I have never seen such an abundance of
anemones and anemone fish, huge
school of jacks, barracudas and
trevallys. We never saw a turtle and only
one shark in 34 dives. Trigger fish were
aggressive and attacked several divers.
One morning we paid extra and went
to Sail Rock. We saw the most beautiful
formation of bat fish, like a cloud.
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Unfortunately this type of trip was only
offered once during our 2 week stay.
You had to be experienced and few
people signed up. Early twentys was the
average age of most divers and even if
they had the experience, they did not
have the money for the trip to Sail
Rock. The classes are cheap, the dive
masters attentive, patient and thorough.

Taa Toh Lagoon Dive Resort, February
2006, Richard Masin (rmmmase@aol.
com), Bend, OR. Experience; 51-100
dives. Vis: 75 to 100 Feet. Water: 82 to
84 F, calm, no currents. Thisis a
fantastic place for new divers and a
relaxing enjoyable place for more
experienced divers. The resort (and |
use this word liberally) is on a beautiful
bay outside the main tourist hub but
close enough to allow easy access. The
bungalows are bare bones, shower, bed
and fan like most bungalows on Koh
Tao. The cost is $7.50 to $15/n and the
dives are $20 each. The food at the
resort is fair but there are several good
restaurants near by. The divemasters are
friendly, knowledgeable and careful.
The boat is comfortable and roomy and
the dive sites are nearby. The diving
here is not as good as in the Andaman
Sea but does not require a live-aboard
to reach the best dive sites (Similan
Islands). Thai people are friendly, exotic
and they like Americans.

ZANZIBAR

Mnemba Island, October 2005,
Cottrell Fox (cfox@jwterrill.com),

St. Louis, MO. Experience: 600+ dives.
Vis: 50 to 75 feet. Water: 75to 80 F.
Mnemba is a beautiful, exclusive island
2 miles off the north coast of Zanzibar.
Diving is in small groups off a large
twin engine Zodiac. Mostly drift diving,
with lots of healthy reefs, turtles,
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dolphins and vibrant fish. Didn’t see
many large pelagics. Excellent dive
operation as befits a “seven star” resort
favored by Bill Gates.

Ras Nungwi Beach Resort, March
2006, Stanley Zuk (szuk@nyc.rr.com),
New York, NY. Experience: Over 1000
dives. Vis: 50 to 100 Feet. Water: 82 to
86 F, calm, choppy. Due to overfishing
Zanzibar is not a good dive destination.
The only good dive on the island is
around the marine reserve Menemba
atoll, where you can see rich fishlife, a
few frog fish, some nice treacly, batfish,
and snapper schools and a few turtles,
coral seems healthy and nice particu-
larly around Nungwi dives, but there’s
no large pelagics and no large fish. You
will be lucky to see some small blue
spotted stingrays, a few young moray
eels, and some mantis shrimp. If it
wasn't for Menemba atoll, one big
Napoleon, a few turtles, and bommie
reef with countless lionfish, there would
be nothing to see there. Locals killed all
the small fish around beaches and even
snorkeling is only good around
Menemba atoll. Ras Nungwi is a nice
resort, but the food is repugnant, even
with all inclusive expensive package
you'd rather go to Nungwi village for
better food. Had a rental car to see the
rest of the island, monkeys in Jozani
forest and swimming with dolphins in
Kizimkazi, and eat better than bad food
in Ras Nungwi and Matemwe Beach
hotels. Expect to get a dive test from
revolting dive operation in Ras Nungwi
Beach Hotel, even if you dove all over
the world, and have more experience
than their own dive guides, if you
haven’t been diving for more than two
months.
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