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ence: 200 dives. Vis: 70 to 80 ft. Water: 
calm and fl at. This was my 4th time at 
Sodwana Bay, which is always enjoy-
able. Excellent dive operation giving 
caring service and thorough briefi ngs. 
Courses offered are good and inexpen-
sive. I took Nitrox course. If while going 
to a dive site, you see dolphins, you can 
jump off and swim with them. The 
lodge serves very good food plus there 
is a bar downstairs by the pool. Lots of 
divemasters — constructive coaching is 
really appreciated.

SPAIN
 Centro de Buceo Octopus, July 2005, 
 David Schwab (schwabd@bunt.com). 
Experience: 251-500 dives. Vis: 15 to 25 
Meters. Water: 22 to 28 Celsius, calm, 
no currents. Octopus Dive Centre is 
a small operation in Port de Soller, 
Mallorca; charming resort town, easy 
to reach from Europe. Owners Marc 
and Marilen take good care of their 
customers on two hard boats: Octopus 
I and III; dives at 10:00 and 16:00, night 
dives on request. Divemasters are very 
capable; safety and a good experience 
for the divers is important to them. 
Rental gear available, much of it new 
(Cressi), all in good shape. Twelve liter 
cylinders were fi lled to 200 bar or more. 
All guided lasted 55+ minutes. No cor-
als to speak of (this is the Med!), but 
lots of rock formations and ocean grass. 
Sparse populations of large fi sh, some 
places there were lots of little fi shies. 
Told there were mantas and eagle rays 
but saw none. Plenty of moray eels and 
barracudas. No wrecks, but one is dived 
occasionally in Palma. This area prob-

ably wouldn’t get an experienced diver 
excited, but it is easy diving and a great 
spot for novices. Pleasant place to enjoy 
surface intervals; food is great (eat at 
the restaurant El Pirat). My accommo-
dation was “okay” but there are better 
(4*) hotels available. Check info at 
www.octopus-mallorca.com; note info 
on their trips to the Maldives.

Canary Islands
 Aqua Marina Dive Centre, Playa de las 
Americas, April 2005,  David Schwab 
(schwabd@bunt.com). Experience: 
251-500 dives. Vis: 10 to 20 Meters. 
Water: 18 to 19 Celsius, calm. Tenerife 
and its sister islands are the result of 
volcanic activity; except the critters, 
diving will remind you more of diving 
the quarry or lake back home. Lots of 
moray eels, sting rays and eagle rays. 
Barracuda, angel sharks, scorpion fi sh, 
and octopi also. It takes some looking 
in the right places to fi nd these, but 
persistent divers with a good torch will 
be rewarded. Most dives are from a RIB; 
a couple of shore dives are a real chal-
lenge because of rocks and tides. Dives 
between 5 -- 45 metres. British owned/
operated Aqua Marina Dive Centre 
(www.aqua-marina.com) is close to the 
beach, a short walk with equipment 
to load the RIB to sites nearby. Multi-
lingual dive staff is fi rst class: friendly, 
knowledgeable, professional and willing 
to ensure the customer has an enjoyable 
dive holiday. Good place for beginners: 
my companion took the PADI OW and 
AOW courses and is now an excited, 
certifi ed diver. Rental kit is in good 
shape; plenty available. I would dive 
with Andy and Neil anytime. Tenerife is 
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clean and colorful. Food is good. Rent a 
car and take time to drive up to the vol-
cano (although warm on the shore, it’s 
cold on the mountain!). Condos readily 
available and local markets remain 
open late. Book early.

UNITED STATES

New York
 Jeannie 2, 2004,  Neal Schreibman, 
Brooklyn, NY. Experience: 135 dives. 
Vis: 15 to 25 ft. Water: 65 to 70 F, 
choppy. Best dive boat in Brooklyn. 
Lots of lobsters and fi sh.

UNITED STATES

Aggressor Fleet
Morgan City, LA
(800) 348-2628
(985) 385-2628
www.aggressor.com

Aqua Dreams
Cape Coral, FL
(888) 322-DIVE
(239) 540-4512 
www.aquadreams.com

Bay Adventures
North Miami, FL
(800) 599-3483
(305) 981-0050
www.bayadventures.com

Caradonna Caribbean Tours
Altamont Springs, FL
(800) 330-3322
(888) 599-8400
(407) 774-9000
www.caradonna.com

Dive Discovery
San Rafael, CA 
(800) 886-7321
(415) 444-5100
(415) 444-5560 (fax)
www.divediscovery.com

Diving Adventures
League City, TX
(800) 897-5553
(281) 557-0286 

(281) 338-0004 (fax)
www.diving-adventures.com 

Explorer Adventures
Mabank, TX
(800) 322-3577, Ext. 1
(903) 887.8521 
www.explorerventures.com

Island Dreams Tours & 
Travel
Houston, TX
(800) 346-6116
(713) 973-9300
www.islandream.com 

Maduro Travel
Miami, FL
(800) 327-6709
(305) 981-9113 
www.madurodive.com

Mike Ball Expeditons
(800) 952-4319
www.mikeball.com

Nekton Cruises 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
(800) 899-6753
(954) 463-9324
www.nektoncruises.com

Peter Hughes Diving
Miami Lakes, FL
(800) 932-6237
(305) 669-9391

(305) 669-9475 (fax)
www.peterhughes.com

Poseidon Ventures Tours
Newport Beach, CA
(800) 854-9334
(949) 644-5392 (fax)
www.poseidontours.com

Rascals in Paradise
San Francisco, CA 
(800) U-RASCAL
(415) 921-7000
(415) 433-3354 (fax)
www.rascalsinparadise.com

Reef & Rainforest
Sausalito, CA
(800) 794-9767
(415) 289-1760
(415) 289-1763 (fax)
www.reefrainforest.com

Sand Dollar Tours
Fort Collins, CO
800 397- 2674
976 225-2660
www.sanddollartours.com

Scuba Voyages
Corona, CA 
(800) 544-7631
(951) 204-2987
(951) 279-0478 (fax)
www.scubavoyages.com

Scuba Travel Agencies and Live-aboard Fleets


